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HEeLL-ToRMENTS, Se. 


IT is now about forty years ago, th at, in my Serm. and 
ſmall diſcourſe, intituled, Reaſon and Philo- Eſſay, P. 
ſopby ng Enemies to Faith, I declared my Opi- **** 
nion againſt the proper Eternity of the Tor- 

ments of Hell. In my Hiſtorical Memoirs of the Liſe 


ef Dr. Clarke alfo, written twenty-one Years ago, 


I mentioned a ſmall Paper of mine, written about 24 Edit. p. 
the year 1717, but not then, nor ſince publiſhed ; 95 
containing fome reaſons of that my opinion. Where 
I ſaid withal, that “ I thought I might venture to 
<« add, upon the eredit of what I had diſcovered 
of the opinions of Sir 1/aac Newton, and Dr. 
% Clarke, that they were both of the fame fenti- 
* ments of that matter.“ I alſo then went far- 
ther, and declared, that I had many years 


„thought that the common opinion in this mat- 


< ter, if it were, for certain, a real part of chriſti- 
% anity, would be a more inſuperable objection 


_ © againſt it, than any or all the preſent objections 


of unbelievers put together.” Since which firſt 
declaration of my opinion, Dr. Thomas Burnebs 
Treatiſe, De ſtatu mortuorum & re ſurgentium, has P. 20— 
been publiſhed; wherein that excellent and > 310, 
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tured author has endeavoured to confute the proper 
Eternity of Hell-Torments ; tho* without going to 
the bottom of that matter, and without producing 
the greateſt part of the evidence he might have 
had both in Scripture and Antiquity on his ſide. 
He has alſo ventured to foretell, that in time this 
common notion will be as little believed as Tran- 
ſubſtantiation is at preſent. In which expectation I 
cannot but wiſh and hope he may not be miſtaken. 

Now, ſince my Enquiries into this, and other 
ſacred matters have brought not a few ancient and 
genuine Records, belonging to the Old and New 
Teſtament, or to the earlieſt antiquity following 
them, under my own view and conſideration, which 


re of the greateſt conſequence to this matter; but 


which have been made little or no uſe of by others 


opinion for the proper Etarnity of thoſe torments 
to be no leſs abſurd, nor leſs reproachful to chriſtiani- 
ty than the Athanaſian Doctrine of the Trinity; the 


Calviniſt Doctrine of Reprobation; or the Popi/b 


Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; I think it high 
zime/fonme to keep: ſilence. no longer, but to lay 


the whole evidence I go upon before the chriſtian 
world: Which 1 ſhall do in the following Col- 


lection of Texts and Teſtimonies thereto relating: 


With proper Notes all the way; and other more 


general Obſervations at the end; for the Readers 


entire ſatis faction. Only I muſt deſire my philoſo- 


phical Readers to remark, by way of Preliminary, 


that I have no occaſion now to puzzle men with the 


old ſcruple about the places of Hades and Gebenna. 
Since the modern Diſcoveries of Dr. Halley, and 


my on, relating to Magnetiſm, and to that vaſt 


Loadſtone in particular, which is within our earth, 
bertainly imply a rotation of the internal parts diſ- 


tinct from the external; and clearly demonſtrate 


the 
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the exiſtence of ſuch a large cv interpoſed be- 


tween them, as naturally correſponds to the deſcrip- 
tions of the places of Hades andGebenna, in all facred 
and profane antiquity. See tbe Longitude and Lati- 
tude found by the dipping Needle, pag. 49.—75. 


Collection of Texts and Teftimonies. + 


| Gex. xviii. 25. That be far from thee, to do after 


this manner; to flay the righteous with the wicked, 
and that the righteous ſhould be as the wicked; that 
be far from thee. Shall. not the Judge of all the 
Earth do right ? S 


Exo. xx. 5, 6. DevrT. v. 9, 10. 1 the Lord thy 


Cod am a jealous God; viſiting the iniquity of the 
Fathers upon the Children, unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me. And ſhew- 
ing mercy unto thouſands [of generations] of them 
bat love me, and keep my commandments. | 


xxxiv. 5, 6,7, and Nux B. xiv. 18. The Lord deſcend- 


ed in the cloud, and ſtood with Moles, and pro- 
Claimed the Name of the Lord. And the Lord 
. paſſed by before him, and proclaimed The Lord, 
the Lord, God merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth; keeping mercy 
for thouſands [of Generations, ] forgiving iniquity 
and tranſpreſſion and fin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty [ar, as in the Samaritan both here 


and Nums. xiv. 18. with whom the Innocent. 


Dall be juſtified :] viſiting the iniquity of the fa- 


thers upon the children and upon the childrens chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth generation. 


N.B. I ſet down theſe Texts in the firſt-place as 
containing the fundamental principles of all our rea- 
ſonings about ſuch matters, wherein the Attri- 
butes of God are ſo deeply concern'd, and imply- 
ing, that As God isarighteous Judge, and will for 


See Pſal. 
cv. 8. 


— 
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n . 
certain make a juſt retribution to every one of his ra- 
tional Creatures, will make a mighty diſtinction at 


the great Day between the 7ighteous, and the wicked ; 


will by no means be prevailed upon to acquit the 


_ guilty, nor to defraud the righteous of his promifed 


reward at that time, will even in this world puniſh 


the wicked children, far as many generations as their 


wicked parents can be ſuppoſed to ſee and lament o- 
ver them, for three or four generations. ¶ See Con- 
ſtitut. II. 14.] So is he very mercifull, and gra- 
cious, long · ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, and moſt ready to forgive the iniquities and 
tranſgreſſions of all penitent ſinners: So does he re- 
ferve his mercy and compaſſion for the righteous po- 


ſterity of them that love him, and keep his command- 


ments, not only for three or four generations, while 
their good parents may be ſuppos'd to ſee and re- 


Joice in them, but for many more generations thay 


can be ſuppoſed to exiſt from the beginning of the 
world to the end of it, to th nds of generations. 


W hence we ought to learn never to reſtrain the mer- 


cy, and goodneſs, and pardoning Grace of God; 
but ever to ſuppoſe him ready to forgive all truly 
penitent and returning ſinners, not in this world or 


age only, but alſo in the world ar age to come: As our 


Saviour himſelf implies, Matt. xii. 32. The Texts 


of Scripture which declare and celebrate this good- 


neſs, and compaſſion, and tender mercies of God to 
his creatures, are very numerous, and very expreſs, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament. The princi- 
pal — I ſhall produce at large, and refer to 
the reſt. 1 


Dur. zv. 29, 30, 31. F thou ſhalt ſeek the 
Tord thy God, thou ſhall find him, if thou ſeek 
im with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul. 
Men thou art it tribulation, and all theſe things 


ars 
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- them away captive; and pray unto thee toward their 


71 


are come upon thee, even in the latter days; if then 
turn to the Lord thy God, and halt be obe- 

dient unto his voice: ( for the Lord thy God is a 
merciful God:) He wh not forſake thee, neither 
deſtroy the, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers 
which be ſware unto them. 

Ver. 39, 40. Know therefore this day, and cop 
der it in thy beart, that the Lord be is God in 

Heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: There is 

none elſe. Thou ſhall keep therefore his ſtatutes, 

and his commandments, which I command thee this 

day; that it may go well with thee, and with thy 
children after thee ; and that thou mayſt protoug 

thy days upon the land which tbe Lord thy God 
giveih thee for ever. 

Chap. v. 29. O that ther? were ach an beart in 
- them, that they would fear me, and keep my com- 
mandments always; that it might be well with 

them, and with their children for ever! See 
ver. 31, 32, 33. TH 1; 2, 33 18, 24. vii. 
9. I2---I5. vill. per tot. xXx. 12— 22. Xxx. Per 
rot. 1 Kings viii. per tot. 2 Chr. vi. per tot. 
Nehem. i. 5-11. ix. 3-1. Pſal. xxxili. 
per toi. 

x KIxos, viii. 46---52. F thy people fin againſt 
thee; (for there is no man that finneth not;) and 
thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the 

enemy; ſo that they carry them away captives 

into the land of the enemy, far or near; yet if 
they - ſhall bethink. themſelves whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and make ſupplicati- 
on unto thee in the land of them that carried them 
away captives, ſaying We have ſinned, and have 
done perverſly, we have committed wickedneſs ; aud 

. ſo return unto thee with all their heart and with 

all their foul, in the land of their enemies which led 


land, 


R * 
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- Taud, which thou gaveſt unto their n the city 
- eobich thou haſt choſen; and the bouſe, which I have 
Built for thy name then hear thou their prayer, aud 
"their ſupplication i in heaven, thy dwelling place, and 
maintain their cauſe, and forgive thy people that 
Bave ji ned againſt thee, and all their tranſgreſſions 
-* awberein they have tranſpreſſed- againſt thee; aud 
give them compaſſion. before them who carried them 
captive, that they may have compaſſion on them. For 
. they be thy people and thine inheritance; which thou 
 broughteſt forth out of Egypt, from the midſt of the 


rnace of iron. That thine eyes may be open unto 


the ſupplication of thy ſervant, and unto the ſuppli- 
cation of thy people Iſrael; to bearken unto them 
in all that they call for unto thee. { See i ix. 3. 


2 Chron. vii. 12-16. xx. 9.] 


Prayer of Manasstn. Thy merciful i is 


unmeaſureable and unſcarchable. For thou art 


the Lord of great compaſſion, long-ſuffering, very 
. merciful, and repenteſt of the evils of men. Thou 
O God, according to thy great goodness haſt 
| promiſed repentance and forgiveneſs to them that 
 bave ſinned againſt thee: and of thine infinite mercy 

haſt appointed repentance unto Sinners, that they 


may be ſaved. — Wherefore I humbly beſeech thee, 


forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, and deſtroy me not 
© eoith mine iniquities. Be not angry with me for 
ever, by reſerving evil for me; neither. condemn me 


into the loweſt parts of the carth; For thou art 


© ' the God, even the God of them that repent, and in 
me thou wilt ſhew all thy Goodneſs: for thou wilt 
- ſave me that am unworthy, ab. to * «cg 


mercy: &c. 


Vin bexviii. 38, 39. God being full of com- 


paſſion forgave 2 iniquity, and deſtroyed them 
not: yea many a time turned he his anger away, 


_— did not fir up all his wrath. For he m— | 
1 bred 


[9] 
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away and cometh not again: &c. 


bred that they were but fleſh, a wind that paſſeth- 


Ixxxvi. 15. Thou O Lord art à God full of com- 
paſſion, and gracious; long ſuffering, and plenteous 


in goodneſs, and in truth. [See IxxXix. 1—18. 
xcii. 1 — 4. XCIV. 14, 15. XCVL 1 13. 
xcvii. per tot. c. per tot. 


Ciii. 1, 24 3. Bleſs the Lord, O ny foul, and all 


that is within me; blefs his holy name. Bleſs the 


Lord, O my foul, and forget not all bis benefits: 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities: who healeth all 


thy diſeaſes: who redeemeth thy life from deſtructi- 
on: who crounetb the with loving kindneſs, 


and tender mercies. — The Lord is merciful, and ver. $14 


gracious, flow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
He will not always chide; neither will he keep 
his anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us af- 
ter our fins; nor rewarded us according to our ini- 
quities. For asthe beaven is high above the earth, 
fo great is his mercy toward them that fear bim: 


as far as the eaſt is from the weſt, ſo far hath he re- 
moved our tranſgreſſions from us. Like as a fa- 


ther pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. 
from everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that fear 
him; and bis righteouſneſs unto childrens chil- 
dren. 


evi. 1. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; 


for his mercy enduretb, tis to aid for an age, or 
for ever. | 


N.B. This is moſt frequently nar] elſe- 


where in the Book of Pſalms: Eſpecially through 
the intire cxxxvi Pſalm. Where note, that as the 
puniſhments of the wicked are ſaid to be «i; ae, 


or «ions for an age, or for ever; ſo ig. the mercy 


But the mercy of the Lord is ver. 17; 


Fre} 
of God to his creatures here celebrated as of the 
very ſame duration alſo. 


loo for their iniquity. Nevertheleſs be regarded 


be remembred for them his covenant, and he re- 
— pented according to the multitude of bis mercies. — 
ver. 48. Bleſſed be the Lord Cod of Iſrael, from everlaſting 
10 everlaſting: And let all the people ſay, Amen. 
* Halleluia. [ See P/alm. cvii. per lot.] 
CViii. 3, 4. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, among the 
People; and Iwill ing praiſes to thee among the na- 


tions. For thy mercy is great above the heavens; 


and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 
[See cxi. per tot. xv. 12—18. cxvi. per tot.] 
cxlv. 7, 8, 9, 10. Men ſhall abundantly utter the 


' righteouſneſs. The Lord is gracious, and full of 
compaſſion, flow to anger, and of great mercy. 
- The Lord is good to all; and his tender mercies are 
I FE. over all his works, &c. 
Ifa. lv. 6, 7, 8, 9. Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
1 : found: Call upon him while he is near : Let the 
I! © wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; unto our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts; neither are your ways my 
Ways, faith the Lord. For as the beavens are 
higher than the earth, ſo are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
Ivii. 15, 16. Thus ſaith the High and Lofty One, 
y who inbabiteib eternity, whoſe name is Holy: I 
dwell in the bigh and boly place, with him alſo that 
is of acontrile and bumble ſpirit ;, to revive the ſpi- 
ril 


Wee e. 
. 


me 
ith 
— 


Ver. 43. Many times did be ws them: But they | 
provoked him with their counſel, and were brought 


their apfliction, when he heard their. cry, And 


15 memory of thy great goodneſs, and ſpall ſing of thy 


l 


q) 
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= T” the bumble, and to revive the heart of the 


contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever: 


Neither will I be always wrath. For the ſpirit | 
ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I have 


made, _ * 
- Ixili. 7, 8, Fa I will mention the loving tindneſſes 
of the Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, according 
10 all that the Lord hath beſtowed upon us; and 
the great goodneſs towards the houſe of Iſrael, 
which be bath beſtowed upon them; according to bis 


by 8 mercies, and according tothe multituds of his loving 
© kindneſſes. For he ſaid, Surely they are my people; 
5 1 children that will not lye. So he was their Savi- 


codur. In all their iin he was affiifted, and 


the angel of his preſence ſaved them. In his 
love, and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old, &c. 
[See Fer. ix. 23, 24. Ezek, xviii. 23. 31, 32. 
XX, per lot. xxxiii. 11. 

% 4 Eſd. i. 28. Thus ſaith the Almighty Lord, Have 
10 not I prayed you as a father bis ſons, as a mother 
ber daughters, aud a nurſe her young babes; that ye 
would be my people, and I ſhould be your God: That 

ve would be my children, and I ſhould be your fa- 

tber? I gathered you together as a ben gathereth 

\ her N under her wings. [See Matt. xxili. 

N. 1 14 Take beaven and earth to witneſs ; for I have 

o roten the evil in pieces, and created the good: For 

T live, faith the Lord. 
30, 31, 32. Be joyful, O thou mother, with thy 
children: for I will deliver thee, faith the Lord. 
| | Remember thy children that ſleep: For I ſhall bring 
them out of the fides of the earth, and ſhew m my 
' unto them ;, for I am merciful, ſaith the Lord 


8 ſhew 


. \ 
* 0 


ag +a Embrace thy children, until I come and 
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bet morcyunto them: For my -wells run over, and 
my grace fhall not fail. | 
Vi. 33. Then ſaid the Lord unto me, Thou art ſore 
vii, 66. troubled in mind for Iſrael. Loveſt thou that 


* people better than be that made them? God is of 


great mercy,becauſe he mulliplieth more and more his 


mercy upon thoſe who do not bumble themſebves, 


that they may repent, and turn to him by repent- 


ance; and make confeſſion to him, with thankſ- 


giving. 
| vii 2 Thou comeſt far ſhort that thou ſhouldſt be 
able to love my creature more than J. | See Tobit 
iii. per tot.] | £6 | 
Judith ix. 11, 12. Thy power ſtandeth not in 
multitude, nor thy might in ſtrong men. For thou 
art the God of the afflifted, and belper of the op- 
. preſſed ; an upbolder of the weak, a protector of th? 
Fforlorn, a Savior of them that are without bope. 
1 pray thee, I pray thee, O Gad of my father, and 
God of the inheritance of Iſrael; Lord of the 
beavens and earth ;, Creator of the waters; King 
of every creature; bear thou my prayer. 
Wisp. i. 12, 14, 15. God made not Death ; nei- 


_ ther bath, be pleaſure in the deſtruttion of the li- 
wing. For he created all things that they might 


. have their being; and the generations of the world 


were healthful ; and there was no poiſon of deſtruc- 

tion in ibem, nor the kingdom of death upon earth : 

er righteouſneſs is immortal. See v. 22 —iii. . 
V. 15 — 19. | 


Ki. 23 — xli. 2. Thou haſt mercy upon all; for thou 
canſt do all things, and winkeſt at the Sins of men, 
becauſe they ſhould amend. For thou loueſt all 


 #hings that are, and abhorreſt nothing that thou haſt 
made. For never wouldeſt thou have made any 
thing, if thou hadſt bated it. And how could any 


- thing have endured, if it had not been thy will? or 


18 
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Teen preſerved, if not called by thee ? But ibon p- 


reſt all: for they are thine, O Lord, thou Lover of 
Souls. For thine incarruptible Spirit is in all things, 
Therefore chaſteneſt thou them by little and little 


that offend ; and warneſt them, by putting them in 


remembrance wherein they have offended; that, 
ceaſing their wickedneſs, they may believe on thee, 
O Lord, [ See v. 10.] 


Ver. 13. Neither is there any Cod but thou, that 


cart for all: c. 
Ver. 16. Becauſe thou art the Lord of all, it maketh 
thee to be gracious to all: &c. 


xv. 1. Thou, O God, art gracious, and true; long- 


ſuffering, and in mercy ordering all things. [See 
Ecciluf. i. 10o—20.] | | 
EccLvs. ii. 7.— 11. Ye that fear the Lord; wait 
for bis mercy; and go not afide leſt ye fall. Ye that 
fear the Lord, believe him, and your reward ſhall 
not fail. Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good, and 


or everlaſting joy and mercy. Lok at the gene- 


rations of old, and ſee: Did ever any truſt in the 
Lord and was confounded ? Or did any abide in his 
fear and was forſaken? Or whom did he ever de- 
ſpiſe that called upon him? For the Lord is full of 
compaſſion and mercy, long ſuffering, and very pi- 
tiful; and forgiveth fins, and ſaveth in time of af- 
fliftion. | 


Ver. 18. We will fall into the hands of the Lord, and 


not into the hands of men: for as his majcſty is, ſo 
is bis mercy. 


xvii. 29. How great is the loving kindneſs of the Lord, 


and his compaſſion, unto ſuch as turn unto him in 


Holineſs ] 
Xviii. 9. — 14. The number of a man's days, at the 


moſt, are an bundred Years. As a drop of water 


unto the ſea, and a gravel ſtone in compariſon of the 
ſand, ſo are a thouſand years to the days of eternity. 
Th ; Therefore 


* 


ad. 
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14 
- eternity. Therefore is God patient with them, 
and poureth forth bis mercy upon them. He jaw 


and perceived their end to be evil; therefore he mul. 
 tiplied his compaſſion. The mercy of man is toward 


bis neighbour ; but the mercy of the Lord is upon 

all fleſh. He reproveth, and nurtureth, and teach- 
eth, and bringeth again, as a Shepherd his flock. 
He bath mercy on them that receive diſcipline, and 

that diligently ſeek after his judgments, | See xxxix. 
13—35. LI. 8 — 12. Baruch ii. 27 —35. iv. 
21.— v. 9. The Song of the three children: per 
tot. 2 Macc. i. 24 — 27. 


"Teſt, Zabulon. After this you will be mindful of the 


Lord, and you will repent : and be will cauſe you to 
return. For be is merciful, and compaſſionate , not 
impuling evil to the ſons of men; becauſe they are 
fleſh; and the Spirits of error deceive them in all 
their actions. | 


And ſo far from the Old Teſtament 1 proceed 
to the New. 


Mar. v. 45. That ye may be the Children of your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven : for he maketh his Sun to 
riſe on the evil, and on the good : and ſendeth rain 
on the juſt, and on the unjuſt. 

XiX. 16, 17. And behold one came and ſaid unto him, 
Good maſter, what good thing ſhall I do, that I may 
have eternal life? And be ſaid unto bim, Why cal- 
leſt thou me Good? there is none Good but One, 


that is Goa, (See — x. 17. Luke xviii. 18, 


19. 
Luxx ix. 56. The Son of man came not to deſtroy 
mens lives, ¶ Auras, ſouls,] but to ſave them. 


Jonn i WW. 16, 17. God ſo loved the world, that be gave 


bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


- bim __ not periſb, but _ elernal life. = 


' 


: 


[15], 
God fent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be 


ſaved. * 


Rom. ii. 4. Deſpiſeſt thou the riches of His goodneſs, 


and ben and long-ſuffering 2 Not knowing 
| that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance. 


Ver. 11. There is no reſpect of perſons with God. 


iii. 29. J be the God of the Fews only? Is he not al- 
% of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles alſo. 
Viti. 31, 32. What ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? 
1f God be for us, who ſhall be againſt us. He that 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 


all; bow ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 
all things : &c. 


Ki. 26. So /hall all Iſrael be ſaved, as it is written, 
There ſhall come out of Sion the deliverer, and ſhall 


turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob, &c, [See 

I Cor. xiii. per tot.] 

2 Con. i. 3, 4. Bleſſed be God, even the Father of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort : who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation ; that we may be able to comfort them 
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wberewith 
we our ſelves are comforted of God. 

1 Tim. ii. 4. God our Saviour will have all men to 
be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
[See Tit. ii. 1 I—14-] 


iv. 9, 10. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 


all acceptation. For therefore we both labour and 


ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt in the living God; 
who is the Saviour of all men, ſpecially of thoſe that 
believe, [See 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, Heb. ii. 9.] 


1 Jon iv. 8. 16. God is love: &c. God is love; 


and be that dwelletb in love, diwelleth i in God, and 
God in him: &c. 


1CLem. 5. Let us look ſtedfaſtly to the blood of 


. and ſee bow precious his blood is in the fi 75 
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of Cod; which being ſhed for our ſalvation, Bas b. 


tained the grace of repentance for all the world: &c. 

$ 8. All the minifters of the grace of God have ſpoken by 
' the Holy Spirit of Repentance. And even the Lord 
of all himſelf declared with an oath concerning it; 
As I live, faith the Lord, I deſire not the death of 
a ſinner, but that he ſhould repent. Adding 
farther this good Sentence, ſaying ; Turn from 
your iniquity, O houſe of Iſrael. Say unto the 


Children of thy Pcople, Though your ſins ſhould 


reach from earth to heaven, and though they 
ſhould be* redder than ſcarlet, and blacker than 
ſackcloth, yet if ye ſhall turn to me with all your 
heart, and ſhall call me Father, I will hearken 
unto you, as to an holy People: c. 

Hermas Vil. ii. & 2. To the heathen there is repentance 
till the laſt dax. y | 
Viſ. iii. & 5.. I is written in Heldam and Modal, who 
Propbeſied to the people in the wilderneſs : [See 


Numb. xi. 24—29.] The Lord is near to thoſe that 


turn to him; 

Mand. ix. God is not as men, mindful of the injuries 
be has received; but he forgets injuries, and has 
compaſſion upon his creature. 

Simil. viii. § 6. The goodneſs and mercy of God is 

great, and to be had in bonour : who gave his ſpi- 
ritt to them that were found worthy of repentance. 


$ 11. The Lord being moved with great clemency hath 


ſent me to preach repentance unto all; even unto 


thoſe who, by reaſon of their evil doings, deſerve 


not to attain ſalvation. But the Lord will be pa- 


tient, and keep the invitation that was made by his 
fon, [See F 14.] | 

$ 23. Our God and Lord, who ruleth over all things, 

and bas power over all his creatures, will not re- 

member our offences; but is eaſily appeaſed by thoſe 

that confeſs their ſins, But man being languid, — 

| bal, 


1 


tal, in ufirm, and full of ſins, perſeveres in his auger 
againſt man; as if it were in his power 60 fave, or 
T deſtroy him. 


9 32. Honour God, becauſe he is 2 patient with reſpectt 


i your offences, and not like one of you. 

Timothy 10 Diognetus & 7. This. Perſon Cod nt 
to men: was il think we, as any man might have 
ſuppoſed, for tyranny, or terror, or aſtoniſbment? 
By no means. But with moderation, and gentle- 
neſs—He ſent bim as One that was to give, as one 
that was to perſuade, but not ſo uſe violence with 

them: for violence belongs not to God. 

$ 8. God is not only a lover of 1 mankind, but long 3 

Feri alſo, He was ever, and is, and will be kind, 

and without anger, and true, and indeed the Only 

| Good Being. 
$ 9. When the time was come in which God bad fore- 
ordained to manifeſt at length his goodneſs and pow- 
er, O what ſuperabundant Love to mankind was 
this Love of God; who hath not hated us, nor re- 


jected us, nor been mindful of our wickedneſs, but 


been long-ſuffering, and bear with us, &c. 
Conſtitut. II. i2. Receive the penitent. For the Lord 
has promiſed with an oath to afford remiſſion to the 
penitent, for what things they have done amiſs. For 
he ſays hy Ezechiel, Speak unto them, as I live, 
faich the Lord God, L would not the death of a 


ſinner 4, but that the wicked would turn from 


his evil way and live; turn ye, therefore from 


your evil ways: for why will you dye, O houſe 


of Iſrael, Gc. (pretty largely. See chap. xiii, xiv.] 
15. Obſerve you, wwho are our beloved ſons, how mer- 
ciful, yet righteous the Lord our God is: bow graci- 
ous, and kind to men; and yet moſt certainly, he 


will not acquit the guilty. One that admits of 


the returning ſinner, and revives bim; leaving no 


room n for Juſpicion to ſuch 3 would be ſavage in 


juckuns, 
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judgi Ring, and utterly reject offenders. — In contra- 


| 22 to ſuch, God, by Iſaiab ſays to the Biſhops, 


Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. Ye prieſts, 
ſpeak comfortably to Jeruſalem. — Recerve the 


penitent with alacrity and rejoice over them, and 


with mercy, and bowels of compaſſion judge the ſin- 
ners. [See chap. xx. 41.] _ 


5 5. We have heard from the mouth of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and by exałt knowledge declare, what is the 
will of God, that good, and acceptable, and perfect 


Will, which is made known to us by Jeſus; that 
done heats periſh; but that all men, with one ac- 
cord, ſhould believe in him, and ſend unanimouſly 


_ praiſe to bim, and thereby live for ever. 

56. This is the will of Chriſt, that thoſe who are ſaved 
by bim may be many; but that you do not occaſion 
any loſs or diminution to him, nor to the church; 

nor leſſen the number by one ſoul of man, as deſtroyed 
by you, which might have been ſaved by repentance. 

VII. 1. The way of life is that o 4 nature; but that 


ef death was afterwards introduced. It not being 


according to the mind of God; but from the ſnares 
of the adverſary. 


33. Who art merciful and compaſſionate, long -ſuffer- 


ing, and abundant in mercy, haſt opened to all the 
os of mercy. 
. When man was diſobedient, thou didit deprive bim 


7 the life which ſhould have been his reward; yet 
didit thou not deſtroy bim for ever; but laid him 


10 ſleep for a time, and thou didn, by oath, call 
bim to a reſurrettion ; and loojeaſt the bond of death. 

O thou reviver of the dead, through Jeſus Chriſt, 

who is our hope! [See chap. xliii.] 


35. Our creator and ſaviour ; rich in benefits, long- 


ſuffering, and the beſtower of mercy : who doſt not 
lake away thy ſalvation from thy creatures. For 
thou art . by nature, and ſpareſt ſinners, and in- 

| viteſt 


0 
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19 1 
viteſt denn to repentance. For admonition is the 
effett of thy bowels of compaſſion. For how ſhould 
de abide, if we were required io come io judgment 
immediately, when after ſo much long-ſuffering, we 
Bardly get clear of our miſerable condition ?—Thou 
art kind in thy benefits, and beneficent in thy bowels 
of compaſſion. 
VIII. 6. He that is ues be that is the lover of Man- 
kind. | See chap. 
12. Thou didit 7610 — fallen man] out of para- 
ae Zet, of thy goodneſi, thou didſt not overlook 
him, nor 22 bim to periſh utterly; for be was 
tby creature. IVhen thou badft laid bim aſleep 
2 for a while, thou didſt, with an oath, call him to a 
reſtoration again: didſt looſe the bond of death, and 
promiſe him life after the reſurreftion.—Feſus Chriſt 
was pleaſed by thy good will to become man, who was 
man's creator; to be under the laws who was the 
Legiſlator : to be a ſacrifice, who was an high-prieſt : 
to be a ſheep, who was the ſhepherd : and he appea- 
fed thee his God and Father, and reconciled thee 
to the world, and freed all men from the wrath to 
came: &c. 


_, 


Corollary. Such a vaſt number of moſt plain 
and clear texts of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that intirely agree to the natural notions we 
all have of the divine attributes and perfections, 
ought never to be ſuperſeded by certain latter 
interpretations of a few more obſcure ones, evi- 
dently contradicting thoſe natural notions, and the 
moſt ancient interpretations alſo. Which yet, 
alas! has been the abſurd, the unhappy, and the fa- 
tal method of introducing this and the like perni- 
cious errors under the Antichriſtian ages of the 
church. And indeed the aſtoniſhing Love of God 
to mankind ſo highly and 9 here * 
6 , 


1 0 

ed, to alt mankind; and that as to his own crea- 
tures, and children, and this always and for ever, 
both in this world, and in the other: And this pro- 
digious concern for all their ſalvation and happi- 


neſs ; with thoſe amazing methods of effecting their, 


all their repentance, and amendment, and future 
happineſs, even by the death of his only begotten 
Son; by the miniſtry of his holy Angels; and by 


the preaching of his Prophets and Apoſtles; in all 


ages; Sc. is fo abſolutely inconſiſtent with theſe 
common but barbarous and ſavage opinions, as 
if much the greateſt part of mankind are under 
a ſtate of reprobation, unalterable reprobation, 


and muſt inevitably be damned : and that. ſuch 


their damnation is to be coeternal with the dura- 
tion of their Creator himſelf; and that the tor- 


ments, the exquiſite torments of theſe moſt nume- 


rous and moſt miſerable creatures, are determined 


without the leaſt pity, or relenting, or bowels of 


compaſſion in their Creator, to be in everlaſting 
fire, and in the flames of Hell; without abatement, 
or remiſſion, for endleſs ages of ages. And all this. 
for the fins of this ſhort life; fallen into generally 
by the ſecret ſnares of the Devil, and other violent 
temptations; which they commonly could not 
wholly either prevent, or avoid; and this without 
any other advantage to themſelves, or to others, or 
to God himſelf, than as inſtances, [I almoſt tremble 
fo much as to ſuppoſe or to repeat it, ] of the abſo- 


lute and fupreme power and dominion of the cruel 
and mexorable author of their being; for all the in- 


finite ages of eternity : I ſay the former Texts of 
Holy Scriptuge are fo abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
fuch horribWOpinions, that one would think them 
utterly incompatible with à rational creature: and 
would certainly think that no ſuch ſuſpicions con- 
cerning our moſt merciful, and gracious Creator and 
* 1 Father, 


4 


[ 21 ] 


Father, could ever enter into the mind of any man 


living; much leſs the mind of a Few, inſtructed by 


the Old, and of a Chrifiian, much better inſtructed 
by the New Teſtament, whence: all theſe teſtimo- 
nies are taken. At leaſt one would have expected, 
that nothing could have induced any Few or Chri- 
ſtian to entertain ſuch enormous notions, but the 
evidence of equally. plain if not equally numerous 


teſtimonies of the ſame Scripture, for ſuch abſolute 


and horrible reprobation; and ſuch terrible and 
Properly eternal puniſhments. While yet, I ven- 
ure to affirm it, and that upon no ſmall examinati- 
on, neither the Old nor New Teſtament have ſo 
much as one plain teſtimony for either of thoſe doc- 
trines, but the contrary : as will appear in the future 
part of this collection: after I have premiſed one 
fundamental Preliminary Obſervation. To which 
I now haften. | 8 


Preliminary Obſervation. 


The original words Olam in Hebrew, and Ad- 
in Greek, with their plurals and derivatives; which 
are the almoſt only ones made uſe of by the ſacred 
writers to determine the duration of the puniſhment 
of the wicked in the other world; and are general- 
ly rendered eternal, or everlaſting; and ſuppoſed to 
mean a duration properly endleſs or co. eternal with 


God himſelf; do by no means fo ſignify in Scrip- 


ture. Nor are they ever, when ſpoken of created 
beings, to be extended longer than the ſeveral grand 
ages or periods of this ſublunary world; beginning 
with the Moſaic Creation; hardly yet 6000 years 
ago; and ending after the glorious millennium, at the 
general judgment, and conſummation of all things. 
Nay theſe words are very frequently of a great 
deal narrower extenſion, and reach only to much 
- ſhorter 
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Ver. 7. 13. 19. 1 will eftabliſh my covenant is dia- 


[ 22 ] 
ſhorter periods included therein. I ſhall begin 


with the language of the Septuagint verſion of the 


Old Teſtament; which is perpetually imitated by 

the writers of the New. | 

GEN. vi. 4. The gyants are by Moſes ſaid to have 
een michry men, which were am als., i. e. ac- 
cording to our modern way of interpretation 
when it is not too abſurd, from eternity, men of 
renown.” 


ix. 12. This rain-bow is the token of the covenant, 


els yan duanius . for eternal generations. 
Xiii. 15. All the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will J | 
give it, and to thy ſeed, los 28 2 to eternity, 
Ver. 16. To remember Yvabmm alan, my eternal, or 
everlaſting covenant. 


Grxar aiuner, for an eternal, or everlaſting cove- 
nant. 


Ver. 8. The land of Canaan is given to the Iſraelites, 


ie wrden aidno, for an elernal, or everlaſting 


poſſeſſion. 


| Ex. xü. 14. You Hall keep [the paſſover} a feaſt, 


als rds yerds h rounper ald throughout your gene- 
rations: by an eternal, or everlaſting ordinance : 
in the like way of Interpretation: but in reality 
the phraſes are nearly equivalent, and denote 
little more than the former diſtinctly ſignifies, 
through all the generations of the people of the 
Jews in Fudea. 

See the like eternal or everlaſting ordinances, and 
ſometimes with the like explication, in the texts 
following: Ex. xxvil. 2 1. xxviii. 43. xxix. 28. 
XXX. 21. XXX1. 16. Levit. vi. 18, 22. vii. 24, 26. 
x. 15. XVI. 29, 31. xvii. 7. xxiii. 14, 3 1, 41. xxiv. 
3, 8, 9. Num. x. 8. xv. 15. xvüi. 8, 19, 24. xix. 


N. B. 


10. XXV. 13. 
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N. B. There is no end of citing more Ordinan- 


ces, or Statutes, or Grants, Sc. which were to be 
eternal, or everlaſting, or to laſt for ever, in our 
modern way of interpreting theſe Greek words. 
Which yet were to laſt no longer, , at the utmoſt, 
than the Moſaic Oeconomy itſelf ; and have ma- 
ny, very many of them ceaſed, or at leaſt have 
been intermitted above 1600 years together. 


Ex. xv. 18. The Lord ſhall reign vb. a, x; i alda, 
V in, for ever, and for. ever, and farther. 
DAN. xii. 3. They ſhall ſhine as the ſtars tis rr ald, 
» ir, for ever and farther.” [See Iſa. xlv. 17.] 
Mc. iv. 5. We will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God tis To ald, ꝙ imine, for ever, and be- 
vond it. 5 


NM. B. It is no way poſſible to give any account 
of many other of the ſacred and primitive expreſ- 
ſions upon the common foundation. For there we 
meet with 735 dg ivoinos and 785 arora; xalngrig9ws in 
the plural, that God made the ages by his Son: 
And that the ages were framed by the word of 
God. Heb. i. 2. viii. 12. we meet with the phraſes 


weo d,u¾u, and wee miylwy arwwws, and mes xpiruy aiwviur. 


1 Cor. 2. 7. 2 Tim. i. 9. Conſtitut. v. 16. vi. 26. 


vii. 41. viii. 1, 12. nat. ad Epb. F 7. 18. Ad 


Magneſ. & 6. 11. Ad Antiochen, & 14. i. e. accord- 
ing to the modern interpretations in the caſe be- 
fore us, before eternities, before all eternities, and 


before eternal times. We meet with the mention of Luc. i. Jo. 


holy Prophets 75» a dhe, that had been from eter- Boh 7 


nity, and of 49: rd igxopir, eternities to come. All 
which in reality, mean no more, I think, at the 
utmoſt, than, before all the ages allotted to this 
ſublunary world, or before this world began, or 
during its cogtinuance. Accordingly we meet "== 

| | I chis 
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1 this remarkable expreſſion in the original Apoſtoli- 
1 cal Liturgy, Conſtitut. viii. 15. concerning God 
© the Father, 5449 ur wigartumrce, He that is not limit 


ed by eternities, which directly means no more, 
than that he is not limited by any of thoſe ages, or 
ages of ages, whereby all other fubordinate beings: 

are limited: which, by the way, ſtrongly intimates 
to us, that all ſuch ſubordinate 'beings are limited. 

by ſuch ages, and are none of them to be coeternal 
with their infinite and everlaſting creator. But this 

is a caſe ſo clear in all our ſacred and truly primi- 
tive records, and particularly a parte ante, as I: 

Reply to have very largely and clearly ſhewed elſewhere, 
'F Lord Net- that it is almoſt needleſs to inſiſt on it. any longer. 
18 ing bam, Tf Ad, were (tilt render'd an age; and ala, ages, 
1 r. 268. and adn; 46, dd,, ages of ages, as they properly 
| ſignify in Scripture ; and as evum, and ſeculum, 
7 [8 ata ſerula, and ſecula ſeculorum, I may add vi- 
3 18 ternum, or æternum alſo, in the Latin verſions pro- 
. perly ſignify; And if accordingly, Nei, cue, 
1 were rendered laſting, inſtead of everlaſting Ordi- 
i nuances, &c. our Engliſh readers would have a juſter; 
. | notion of the proper duration of ſuch periods, than 
1 the common Engliſh verſions convey to them. 
Which rule I ſhall accordingly uſually obſerve in 
y own verſions hereafter. I now come to the ſe- 


1 veral original Texts and Teſtimonies which con- 
yl Cern the duration of the Torments of Hell, till the 
1 IVth century of the church i 08. Nu 
—_—  . 7TH 11 5 21497700 
3 IATA Ixi. 22, 23, 24. As the New Heavens and 
| | be New Earth, which I will make, ſhall remain 
3 | Before me, ſaith the Lord: ſo ſhall the Fewiſh ſeed 
1 | T and name remain. And it ſball rome to paſs that 
1 N Fm one New Moon to another, and from one 
. Sabbath to another, ſhall all fleſh come to worſhip 


before me, ſaith the Lord, Aud they fball go _ 
1 „„ | | | an 


1 
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an look upon the carcaſſes of the men that have 


tranſereſſed againſt me: For their worm ſhall nat 


dye; neither ſhall their fire he quenched; and they 
ball be\a ſpetacle, or] an abborrence to all fleſh. 


V. B. This text relates originally to nothing 
elſe but to the utter deſtruction of the enemies of 


"God's church, upon the reſtoration of the” Jeus, 
before the end of the world; and to the entire con- 
ſumption of their carcaſſes, after the battle of Har- 
mageddoy: That they ſhould have the fleſh of their 


carcaſſes devoured by worms, and burnt with fire ; 


while no one ſhould either take away the worms, or 
quench the fire, before ſuch carcaſſes were utterly 


deſtroyed. And that the juſtice and equity of fuch 


puniſhments ſhould be ſo apparent to all mankind, 
that they ſhould have no pity ſhewed them, nor 


attempt made for their deliverance, or decent bu- 


rial; but they, and their vile carcaſſes, while the 


worm was devouring them, and the fire conſuming 
them, ſhould be abhorred by all men that beheld 
them. However, theſe two ways of the deſtruction 
of their carcaſſes being directly and ſtrongly allu- 
ded to by our Saviour himſelf, in his moſt affect- 
ing deſcriptions of the deſtruction of the damned 
in Hell, Mark ix. 44, 46, 48, and by many others 
before and ſince, as we ſhall ſce as we go along, it 


was abſolutely neceſſary to ſet down this text at large 


here, in order to the better underſtanding of thoſe 


deſcriptions hereafter. 


N. B. If any wonder at the grandeur of the ex- 
preſſions, in this Prophet, upon ſuch an occaſion, 
let them uſe themſelves to the parallel grand expre/- 
ſions in the ſame Prophet elſewere, upon the like oc- 
caſions; that they may judge the better of theſe be- 
fore us. I ſhall produce three eminent examples, 
and that in caſes no way unlike that before us, either 
| 2 here 
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bhere or in St. Mark's Goſpel; but ſtill belonging, 
as I conceive, the firſt, only to the deſtruct ion of Se- 
nucheribs army by a-Gery or peſtilential wind at 
Topbet near Jeruſalem; and the other two, to the fa- 
mous battle of Harmageddon, referred to in che very 
e ee eue allo. 


1 xxx. ult. Tophet is ordained of ws yea * the 
King it is prepared. He hath made it deep and 
large; the pile thereof is fire and much, wood; the 
breath of the Lord, * 4 Aream of brimſtone doth 
kindle it. 
See ver. Xxxiii. 14. The ſinners in Zion are afraid; fun- 
"2 1% + neſs bath ſurprized the hypocrites. Who among 
us ſhall dævell with devouring fire? Who among us 
ball dwell with laſting burnings? | viz. that de- 
vouring ire; that burning of lime; and nt 
burning fire ſpoken of Ver. 11, 2. ] 
XXxXIiv. 8, 9, 10. It is the day of the Lord's Vengeance, 
and ibe year of recompenſes or the controverſy of 
Zion. The ſtreams thereof ſhall be turned into pitch, 
and the duſt thereof into brimſtone, and the land 
thereof ſhall become burning Pitch. It ſhall not be 
quenched, night nor day; the ſmoke ther eof ſhall 


£0 UP its xgovor wohun, for a long ame. 7 rom r 4 
tion to generation. 


All which deſcriptions ak ſo like to ſome of 
thoſe in the New Teſtament, that truly refer to the 
torments of Hell, that they are frequently, tho? 


perhaps not always juſtly, applied by Chriſtian Di- 
vines to thoſe very torments. 


JanzMIAn | i. deeſt. The Lord Cod of Iſrael re remem- 
bred bis dead, that were ajle-p in the duſt of the 
earth; and deſcended to them, to . each his . 
tion lo them, 


LR 


7 


* 


27.1 
N. B. Juſtin Martyr, Dialog. cum Trypb. pag. 
232. aſſures us, that the Jes had taken this text 


away from the book of Feremiab Perhaps from 
Zach. ix. 11. [which belongs to Jeremiab. See Eff. _ 


on the Old Teſt. pag. 93, 94,95. 142. and Authent. 
Records pag. 769.] which therefore I can ſet down 
no otherwiſe, than he has given it to us. 


DANIEL xii. 2. Many of them that ſleep in the duſt 
the earth ſhall awake; ſome is; do dνν,L] to 


| laſting life; and /ome, us wnkouts 3 G0 XIV anwriov, = 


to ſhame, and laſting contempt. 


N. B. This text having no other words for the 


duration either ef the good in happineſs, or the bad 


1 


F 


A 


in miſery, than the known word d. or laſting, 
does no way imply the proper eternity of either of 
them, 


Jupiru xvi. 17. Vo to the nations which ariſe 
againſt my kindr:0. I be Lord Almighty will take 
vengance of them in the day of judgment; in put- 
ting fir? and worms into their fleſh; and they ſhall 
feel them, and weep iu; aa; for an age. | 


The Prophet Eso x as. 


N. B. That this Eſdras was a true Prophet, and 


this book of his, ſtill extant in our Bibles, is a ge- 
nuine Prophecy of the Old Teſtament, ſee fully 


and largely proved in the Authentic Records, pag. 


46—71. 


4 Esp. vii. 2 1. Arab. Leſt they ſhould dye, and be 
puniſhed for ever. In the Latin Copy, What they 
ſhould obſerve to avoid puniſhment. 

Ver. 35.4 1, 2, 3, 4. Arab. Works ſhall follow up- 
rightneſs, and the reward ſhall follow this, which 

E. 2 all 


Ap. iv. vol 


of Primi- 
tive Chriſ- 


tianity re- 


vid, at 


the end, p. 


51, &&. 
97 


915. 


922. 
$ 36— 39. 


ſpall be given to them. Then ſhall the fighteons, 
and the wicked, and'the ſinners, bring to light what 
they concealed : And then ſhall the depth of the pu- 
niſhment in Hades] appear: Which hall be ſet 
before the babitations of conſolation: And the depth 
f Hell-ſpall appear: And this latter all be oppo- 
ſite to the pleaſant paradiſe. See ncw the plea- 
ſure of the conſolation which is before my eye; and 
the unquenchable fire which ſhall compaſs you about. 
Theſe things muſt neceſſarily be: And the num- 
ber of them all is a week of years: [1, e. ſeven years, 

which ſeems to be here meant of the duration of the 


day or time of judgment. The preparation to 


"which, or the duration of the reſurrection it /elf, 


« 


ſeems ver 30, 31. tobave been ſlated 


are that go to them, &. —So is the manner of my 


proceeding in the judgment, which I have promiſed. . 


IJ. ſhall rejoice in thoſe few that ſhall eſcape; becauſe 


they are the perſons who are ſent” to' gur) i the | 


height. And they are a peculiar people, upon whom 
my name is called, And T ſhall paſs by the great 


_ multitude which ſhall periſh; becauſe they are bound | 


to Hell deſervedly, and are obliged to be caſt into judę- 
ment in truth. They ſhall become ſmoke in the pu- 


. niſhment, and be thruſt into the flame of fire which 


burneth in hell; to turning, and falling, and extir- 
Paton. 


quity; and all of them are loaded with the burden 


of lranſ#refions. And if after this death wwe go al. 


fo to judgment, it were better for us if we had ne- 
ver been in the world at all, &c. The ſeventh ſort 


of lamentation in Hades, ] which is more grievous 


and greater then what hath been told thee, is that 


"8 the 


at ſeven days.] 
The plates of puniſhment are many, and many there 


As for us, What is the benefit which we © 
Hall receive when we live a ſecond time? andfhall be 
fu niſhed with the puniſhment of Hell? Mankind are 
all Encaded in ſin; and all of them are full of ini- - 


* 
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the cwicbed ſhall be overwhelmed with confuſion, and 
' remorſe ſball eat them, and they ſhall remain in 

- grief; becauſe of the ſeverity which they fear, when 

they ſhall behold the greatneſs of the glory of the moſt 
HFligb: Becauſe they have conſumed their lives in ſin, 

- before him who ſhall afterwards paſs ſentence upon 
ſbem: And their inheritance ſhall be everlaſting pu- 
niſo ment. —The ſecond degree | of the conſolations 5 83. 
of the righteous in Hades] is that they ſhall fee the 
| wicked burnt up with thirſt and flame of fire per- 
Petually: Being tormented in everlaſting fire, [in_ 

+ wa Hades, as Luk. xvi. 23, 24. ]Þ——That the good 93. 

may attain to the privation of death for ever and 

; ever. This is the deſcription of the tormenting , 8 

Y - Puniſhment which belongs to the wicked. 

vii. 6, 7. And I ſaid unto him, O Lord, if thou didſt 
command me thy ſervant to make prayer and ſupph- | 
cation before thee, Give fruit to my heart, that"it if 
may bring forth fruit : That in this I may have gain 1 1 
and profit : That all that are clothed with fleſh may i 

| be ſaved. Fur wwe are all one, and the work of thy 9 
bands, according to thy word. Tho Halt 4 
liſy it, as thy creature; and quicken it as thy work. 
Now if thou deſtroyeſt him after all this trouble, IT Atab x 
mean him whom thou haſt created, ** 4. ths 
give bim a being at all ? [largely.] | 

Ver. 36, 37. For in this, O Lord, thy riebteonfueſs” 4 
and thy goodneſs ſhall be declared, if 2 be merci- 4 
ful unto them which have not the "confidence of good | 
works. Then anſwered be me and ſaid, Some things 
haſt thou ſpoken aright ; and according to thy words * 
it ſhall be. In the Arabick : And he anſwered me, bt 
ſaying, Thou haſt ſpoken right: * to what 1 
thou ſaidſt, ſo it ſhall be. 

Ver. 38, 39. For indeed I will not think on the dif- 
poſition of them that baue ſinned before death, before 
—— before deftruttion. But I will rejoice _ 

the 


TG 30]! 
. the aſpeſuon of the righteous, and I will remem- 
der alſo their pilgrimage and the ſalvation and the 
1 reward which they. ſhall have, like as I have ſpo- 
4 ken, now ſhall it come to paſs, &c. [largely.] 
3 . Ver, 45, 46, 47. Be not corath with us but ſpare thy 
. . people, and have mercy upon thine own inberitance, 
© - 5 Joer thou art merciful to thy creature. Then an- 
Ane red he me, and ſaid, Things preſent, are for the 
..preſent, and things to come, for ſuch as be to come. 
For thou comeſt far ſhort that thou ſhouldſt be able 
| io love my creature more than I, &c. 
= Ver. 55. Aſt thou_no more queſtions concerning the 
muullitude of them that periſh, &c. 
J ix. 11, 12. They that have loathed my law, while 
; =o bad liberty, and when as yet a place of repen- 
tance was open to them, the ſame muſt know is after 
1 death by pain: And therefore be not thou curious 
4 . how the ungodly ſhall be puniſhed, and when ; but 
; Inquire. how the righteous ſhall be ſaved , whoſe te 
world is, and for whom the world is created. 
. the Arabick, 4s for thee, Be not thou too — 
and inquiſitive in ſaying, How ſhall the wicked be 
J puni ſbed, but ſeek and aſt and inquire, Ho the 
| 3 x s ſhall be ſaved; to whom the world to come 
_belongeth, and for whom the future world was pre- 
pared, that they might abide for ever? 
Ver. 22. Let the multitude periſh then, which was born 
in vain, and let my grape be kept, and my plant. 
For with great labour have I made it perfect. In 
the Arabick, I will deſtroy the multitude which 
bave walked in vanity, pho will keep to my ſelf, 
peculiarly this ſeed, aud this great branch of a tree, 
Which 1 bave fitted for my ſelf with great labour. 


. 
{42 


N. B. The general purport of theſe remarkable 
paſſages | in the e Eſdras, fo far as our two 
1 * imper- 


. 
221 


—— 
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imperfect copies can guide us, and which appear to 
be not a few of them alluded to by our Saviour him- 

ſelf in the four Goſpels, ſeems to me to be this; 

That upon the Prophets mournful complaint of the 

ſeverity of God's dealing with his own creature, 
man; eſpecially with the wicked part of it: And 
with his own peculiar people. Jrael, to whom the 
Prophet belonged; and whoſe great wickedneſs he 

does not deny; he very humbly expoſtulates with 

God about ſuch, ſeemingly unaccountable methods 

cot his Providence: And preſumes, at laſt, to beg of 

: the Almighty that he would forget the ſins of his 

on creatures; and not puniſh them ſo terribly, nor 
ſo long in the next world, as he ſeemed to, deſign. 
The Anſwers, of God to the Prophet hint at ſome- 
what of unfitneſs in this application: As if there 
. were ſome ſecrets in the conduct of Providence not 
then proper to be intirely revealed to all; and parti- 
_cularly this, How far the wicked were to be puniſh- 
ed in the world to come. That it was more reaſon- 
able for him to acquieſce in this, that the very few 
very good men, which the world then contain*d, 
ſhould be ſent to glory, 10 the higheſt, immediately 
upon their deaths: And that the very great multi- 
_tude of the very bad men muſt. of neceſſity, be 
brought to judgment and condemned, and ſent into 
Hell- fre, and be there at length utterly deſtroy'd, 
or ceaſe to live any longer: and their puniſhment 
in Hades and Gehenna, before they are to be thus de- 
ſtroyed, is to laſt for an age: Or is to be a long and 
| laſting puniſhment. However, upon the Prophet's 
earneſt ſupplication on behalf of this wicked part 
of mankind, particularly of his own people Hrael, 
that he would conſider that they were all his own 
creatures, and would therefore at length forgive 
and forget their heinous ſins, and not continue his 
Nach fr puniſhments 


= 


r 1 
puniſhments on them for ever, God in anfwer, re- 
"preſents to him, how great thoſe their ſins had been; 
And that the offenders ought tõ be made ſenftble of 
1 t tkheir heinous nature hy puniſhment, ſince they could 
1 not be made ſo by gentler methods. He adds far- 

| ttker, chat E/dras might be ſecure ſo far, at leaſt, 
"that he who was the common creator of all men, 
Au particularly of his people the Fews, loved his 
own creatures, and people whom he had made, bet- 

ter than the Prophet himſelf that pleaded ſo earneſt- 

ly for them, and than any other man whoſoever; 
*and*would treat them no worſe than a loving and 
compaffichate Creator could be ſappoſed to treat 
tte workmanſhip of his own hands: That, accord- 
ingly, it was not fit to be ſo ſuſpicious of the divine 
conduct, as to be too inquiſitive about the manner 
"and duration of the puniſhment of the wicked in 

the future world; but rather to rejoice in the much 
longer and more agreeable happineſs of the righte- 


ſpiration all this while, and that his expoſtulations 
Ind prayers may be ſuppoſed in fome meaſure de- 
Claratory of the will of God alſo. If fo, it is plain 
that Providence has till in reſerve great compaſfi- 
on to even very wicked and very incorrigible offen- 
ders in the future world: Tho in what inſtances 
that compaſſion is to be exerted we are not di- 
rectly informed in this Book: Whether it is to be 
inthe ſhortning the torments of Geþenna, into which 
"they muſt be caſt; or whether it be not withal the 
"affording them rather a ſecond reſurrection, after 
This ſecond death, in order to a farther probation, 
and recovery afterward. Which latter may poſſi- 
bly be intimated in thoſe words, Thou ſhalt mortify 
it as thy creature ;, and quicken it as thy work, in or- 
der to prevent its final dęſtruction. Of which ſome- 
what more hereafter. *Tis poſſible that the 125 
| er 


"ous. Perhaps alſo the Prophet might be under in- 


123 

berd of Hermas, which is a Book of the Neu ex 
ceeding parallel to this Book of the Old Teſtament, 
as Dr. Lee has diſtinctly obſerved and proved, Di/- 
fert. on Eſdras pag. 21—95. may help us to under- 
ſtand theſe matters better hereafter. | 


The Father of Sirach. 


EccLvs vii. 17. Humble thy Soul greatly: For the 
vengeance of the ungodly is fire, and worms. 

N. B. This ſeems a plain alluſion to one cr two 
of the foregoing texts; and is perhaps alluded to al- 
ſo by our Saviour, in the forecited place of St. 
Mark's Goſpel. 


Judas be Maccabee. 


2 Maccas. ii. 43, 44, 45. Aud when Judas bad 
made a gathering throughout the company, to the 
fum of two thouſand | Alexandrian] drachme 
{1000 ſhekels 125 l.] of filver, he ſent ut to Je- 

ruſalem, to offer a ſin offering: Doing therein ve- 
ry well and boneſtly, in that he was mindful of the 
reſurrettion. (For if he had not hoped that they 
that were ſlain ſhould have riſen again, it had been 
ſuperfluous, and vain to pray for the dead.) As 
alſo in that he perceived that there was great fa- 


 wour laid up for thoſe that dyed godly: (it was an 


Holy and good thought: ) whereupon he made reconci- 
liation for the dead, that they might be delivered 
from ſin. [See the chriſtians original prayer for 
one of the faithful newly departed, in Conſtitut. 
VIII. 41.] 

T be firſt Book 7 Enoch ap. Authent. Records Pt. I. 
p. 265, 266, 267. | 
Bind Azael, tie him hands and feet, and caſt him into 
the darkneſs, and tet him _ there for ev.r, and 


or : mo” 
at the day of judges be hall be ted 59 to the 
burning fire. 

Eind Semiazas, &c. and band them for 70 generations 
in ibe receſſes of the earth,uniil the day of judgment, 
until that day of completion of their end, until the 
judgment of eternity be fulfilled. Then ſhall they be 
led away into the Chaos of fire, and into torment, 

\ and into the priſon of their eternal reſtraint. 

The ſpirits ſhall deſtroy them until the day of their 
conſummation until the great judgment; when the 
Great Ape ſhall be Ambed, er be all at once * 
iſhed. * 

* Teſtament of Judah, $ 2 55 ho het | 

4 . lor the Devil,] /hall be caſt into the PR 
Tov ci for an age, 

Teſtament of Zabulon, $ 1 

EF] pon theUngodly The Lord will bring . fire, and 

il deſtroy them for [ſeveral] generations. 
| Revelation of Moſes. © | 

Acker Rec. pag. 450. The Lord commanded the 
Archangel Michael 10 caſt the gyants into the bot- 
tomleſs pit, until the day of judgment. "us 
parts of ten were caſh into the r 20 


80 far go the Books of the Old 7 chament. 1 _ 
ceed to thoſe of the New 7 eftoment. 


John the Baptiſt. 8 
Marr. iti. 12. He will burn up the chaff woe! dg, 
with fire unquenchable. [See Luk iii. 17. and 
the Notes on Ja. Ixvi. ult above and on Heb. 
vi. 8, hereafter.] 


Jesus Cnnr5m. 5 | 
Mar. v. 22. Wooſoever ſpall Gh date, Thou 


fool, ſhall be at ; 5» vel h mugi;, to the fire 
N. P. 


. hell. 


1351 


N. B. This text no way concerns the duration 

of Hell Torments: but is ſet down here with the 
intention of informing the reader of the intire di- 
ſtinction in ancient language between 40s, and v, 
or yime 15 w, between the inviſible world in gene- 
ral, including both Paradiſe and Tartarus, before 
the day of judgment, and Hell or Hell- fire in par- | 
ticular, ſucceeding that judgment: I ho? our mo- | 
dern verſions and notionsdo frequently and fooliſhly | 4 
confound them. Foſzphus's Homily concerning Ha- | 
| 


des, extant in Engliſb in the Vth Diſſertation before 

my Joſephus, would throughly cure this groundleſs 
miſtake; and prevent us from thinking that when 
our common Creed, and New Teſtament, from the 
xvith P/alm, aſſures us that Chriſt deſcended into Pf. xvi 
Hades, or the inviſible world only, he really deſcen- 10. Act. ii. 
ded into Hell, or into Hell fire itſelf. Nor could he?“ 31 

be with the penitent thief in paradiſe, as we know T.uke 

he was, at the ſame time that he was in the fire of **ili. 43. 
Hell. Accordingly I have all along added a few 

_ paſſages relating to the caſtigatory and temporary 
puniſhment of Hades, which will give light to this 
matter, among thole that directly concern the de- 
ſtructive torments of Hell fire. 


Marr v 25, 36. Agree with thine adverſary quick- 
ly, whilſt thou art in the way with him: Leſt at 
any time the adverſary deliver thee to the judge, and 
the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be caſt 
into priſon. Verily I ſay unto thee, Thou ſhall by no 
means come out thence, till thou haſt paid the utter- 
moſt farthing. See Luke xii. 38, 59. 


N. B. If by the adverſary here be meant the De- 
vil, and the text relates to the priſon of geberna, or 
Hell, and not thit of Hades; as it is commonly un- 
derſtood; this aſſertion of our Saviour's molt na- 

| 23 turally 


1161 


- © turally implies, that at Jength, tho” not ſoon, the 
wicked are to be delivered out of that priſon, and is 


clearly againſt the proper eternity of Hell torments. 


vil. 12. The children of the kingdom foall be caſt inte 
outer darkneſs. There ſball be weeping and gnaſh- 
ung of Teeth. See the like xxii. 13. 


N. B. This outer darkneſ; feerns only to agree to 


the ſtate of bad men in Hades, before the day of 
judgment; which is {til} deſcribꝰd as a place of dark- 
neſs. Wi/d. xvii. 14. 17. 21. 2 Pet. ii. 4, 17. Jude 
v 6. 13. Joſepbus of Hades, & 1. but not to Hell fire. 
We have no notion of fire and flame without light, 
- tho? it be ever fo diſmal. Accordingly, when our 
Saviour uſes the like expreſſions elſewhere, There 


Hall be weeping and gnaſbing of Teeth, concerning 


thoſe that are caſt into Gebenna or Hell fire itſelf, 
at the day of judgment, Mat. xiii. 42. 50. xxiv. 51. 
Luke xiii. 18. he always omits there the mention of 
that darkneſs : which is not a little remarkable. 


X. 28. Fear bim wha is able to deſtroy both foul and 


Body in Gchenna or Hell. 


VNV. B. Theſe words of our Saviour do much more 
favour the deſtruction of the wicked in Hell, than 
the preſervation of them to endurethe torments of an 

_ endleſs eternity. Nay they farther imply, that not 


the body only, but the ſoul itſelf is capable of this 


deſtruct ion there alſo. Altho? it ought to be noted, 
that our Saviour does not in this place affirm that 
both ſoul and body Hall actually be deſtroyed in 
Gehenna; but only that it is in the power of God 


to deſtroy them there Whence we may note far- 


_ ther, that as worms and fire, which we ſhall ſee are 
t + be the agents in this deſtruction, are only of them- 
| ſelves 


; 


[ 37 ] 
felves capable of deſtroying the body and as no other 


text, I think, ſpeaks directly of the deſtruZion of the 


| foul, ſo is there room for 4 that the ſoul may 
not be then utterly deſtroy d; but may remain ca- 
pable of a ſecond reſurrection, after the ſecond 
death is over; as ſeems to have been intimated by 
- Prophet & /dras p. 29. prius. 

xii. 32. I boſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
it ſhall not be forgiven bim; neither in this world 
or age, neither in the world or age to come. In St. 

Mart is added, A troybs teu aiovis xelowwy” but is li- 
able to laſting judgment, or condemnation. | 


N. B. That ſome fins not forgiven in this world 
or age, will be forgiven in the world or age to come, 
ſeems very clear from this text. But what ſins 

are, and how ſuch forgiveneſs can be reconciled to 
ſome other aſſertions that there is u repentance in 
Hades, will be conſidered when I come to the 
| — of Hermas, and other apoſolical Records 

er. 


xviii. 8, g. 7 o be caſt 15 10 mig 7) aidnor, into laſting 
fire, 40 be caſt ; big D yiemar ad erved;, into Hell fire. 


N. B. Theſe two expreſſions are for certain, di- 
rectly parallel; and neither of them at all a 
the * eternity of Hell Torments. 


Ver. 24, 35. His Lord was wrath, and delivered 
him to the Tormentors, till he ſbould pay all that was 

due to bim. So likewiſe ſhall your beavenly Father 
do alſo unto you, if ye, from your heart, forgive not 
every one his brother their trefpaſſes. 


N. B. This text joined to the former,Chap. v. 26. 


_— ſet down, are clear, that the debt of puniſh- 
ment 


. 
ment which will be exacted of the wicked in ano» 
| ther world, will be only proportionable to ſtrict right 
1 and juſtice, but na more: Which take to be an ab- 
FJ; ſolute demonſtration: againſt the proper eternity of 
TT that- puniſhment: Nay indeed, moſt naturally to 
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imply, that where this debt is vaſtly great, both the 
degree and duration of the torments will be vaſtly 

; .greatalſo; but ſtill in exact proportion with ſuch 

1 debt, and not otherwiſe, _ 


. Xx vx. 41. 46. Depart from me ye curſed un) wit d aide, 
= into the laſting fire, prepared for the Devil, and 
| | 5 bis Angels. —Theſe ball £0 away, ts ab aid mon, in- | 
1 | .. tolaſting puniſhment, Bͥut ihe righteous is Lui aignor, 
| into laſting life. V 


Wl | Ee , © Thavye already obſerved, that theſe phraſes do by 
3: Nit go means denote a proper eternity, of either puniſh- 
ment or reward; but only a long duration of them 
reſpectively. Nor indeed does the uſe of the ſame 
word in both caſes, at all imply the equal duration 44 
of the puniſhment and reward. No more than the 
uſe of the ſame words . alba, of laſting ordinan- 
ces of many laws of Maſes, imply the equal duration 
of all ſuch ordinances. See pag. 21. prius. One 
of the leaſt durations of «is», or ei; in Scripture 
ſeems to be that of the /i/e of a ſervant, Deut. xv. 
x7. Philem. v. 15. and ſome of the greateſt, the du- 
ration of the Moſaick Economy. And if I were 
to judge from the ſyſtem of the world of the great 
inequality in ſuch Ages, allotted to this puniſhment, 
in Hades or Gebenna, I ſhould eſtimate ſome of the 
Ul; | leaſt to be 68, and ſome of the greateſt 375 years. 
IF! | See Aftronomical Princip es of Relig pag 154, 155, 
| | 1836. Otherwiſe I ſhould chuſe the famous Ages in- 
| to which the old Sibylline Oracles divide the dura- 
| tion of the world: Which might then een. 
i 7 WIC 


* 


it is to leave our original guides, the ſacred wri- 


wild Hypotheſ-s, and unaccountable r 5g 


ever been born. Sce Mar. * 21. 


the utmoſt expectation of ſuch enormous ſinners: 


E 


with another, to 400 or 500 years apiece; Which 
is not very different from the mean of the forego - 
ing computation: ' W hence it will be eaſy to make 
ſome eſtimution what ages in the plural, and ages ef 
ages in a reduplication, may mean in the ſame Scrip- 
tures, But ſtill fo, that every one falls infinitely» 
ſhort of an endleſs eternity, or real co-eternity withGod 
himſelf; as th: moderns have very weakly under- 
ſtood them. Who have ſtill more weakly under- 
ſtood a ſingle «is, or age, to be of equal duration 
with * Dec, Or EVEN &@'avt; Twy aidvey, with ages, Or eben 
ages of ages themſelves. So fovliſhand fatal a thing 


art ———ͤ— UG rt thn ari Abby <a ve D 
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tings and their plain and honeſt language; and to 
follow modern party men and. ſchoolmen in their 


xXvi. 24. Wo unto fat man by A the fon of 1 man 
is betrayed. Good were it for that man if bu he Vad 


N. B. "It appears by t this aſſertion of our r Sani- 
our's, that ſome mens wickedneſs; may be ſo great, 
that their puniſhment in the other world will ex- 
ceed all the happineſs they have enjoy'd in this life. 
Which implies thus much alſo, that ſuch mens ſina 
ſhall never be forgiven, even in the world or age io 
came: As we have been already aſſured by our Sa- 
viour ſome fins may be. Utter deſtruction, or what 
we ſhould call annihilation, muſt therefore be the 


unleſs the intimation the Prophet Eſdras has given 
us of a reſurrection after the ſecond death is over, 
may afford them ſome glimpſe of comfort, after 
the ſeveral ages of their torments are over, tho? not 
till thoſe torments have more than out balanced all 
the enjoyments of their whole linful life. Which 
1 I hoe 


Ecclus 
Aix. 22. 


[49] . 
hope is indeed'a very poor encouragement for men- 
to ſin on: While they are certain of ſuch along age 
of miſery, and only ſome uncertain glimpſes of com- 
fort aſterwards; while they have it in their power, 
at the ſame time, to avoid all that miſery, by a ſin- 


.cere repentance, and to have their happineſs aſſured- 
ly commence immediately after death, and to be 


compleated at the day of judgment. 7. be knowledge 
of wickedneſs is not wiſdom : Neither at any time the 
counſel of ſinners prudence : as ſays the wile father of 
Sirach. But to proceed, 


Mak. ix. 43—48. F thy band cauſe thee to offend, 
aui it off, and caſt it from the. It is better for thee . 


to enter into life maimed, than baving tevo hands to 


g into Hell, [Gehenna,] into the fire that never 
Pall be quenched. Where their — not, _. 


the | Ss is not quenched, &c. 


N. B. | This ate ung deſcription of the tormicnts 


of Hell, looks at firſt ſight, liker their 
eternity, than almoſt any other in the whole Bible. 
We have had the ſame diſcourſe of out Saviout's 


indeed, already from St. Mather xviii. 8, , but 


not ſet down-ſo diſtinctly, nor under quite ſo terri- 
ble a! repreſentation as here. However it being di- 
rectiy taken from the laſt verſe of Iſaiab, where it 
evidently belongs to a judgm 


eternal ages in conſuming, either by worms or fire; 


and being join d either with the ght, or abborrence 


of thoſe carcaſſes. by all fleſh upon this earth only, 
tis moſt evident, that it does no way infer the pro- 


2 8 of ſach CNY but rather the | 


Lux. iii. 17. The chaff be will burn with fre un- 
* 1 N. [T5 


— 
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ent upon ſome wicked 
men in this life only, whickil is very far from eternal; 
and belonging to dead carcaſſes, which can never de 


L411 
N. B. Theſe words are very much of a piece with 
thoſe already cited, from Jaiab the Prophet and 
others. Only they compare the wicked to chaff 
which is not laid up in garners, as wheat is for its 
preſervation, but intirely burnt up for its deſtructi- 
on. Which is ſtrong againſt thoſe that ſuppoſe the 
wicked to have their lives preſerv*d on purpoſe that 
they may be ſubject to never ending pains: And 
plainly implies that their puniſhment ſhall end 
much ſooner, by an utter deſtruction, or what we 
FF ſhould call annihilation alſo. 1 


* St. PAUL. Oh. 

1 Con. iii. 15. If any man's work ſhall be burnt [by 
the fire, at the day of judgment] he ſhall ſuffer 
loſs ; but be himſelf ſhall a nth yet ſo as by fire. 
[Such as the rich man underwent in Hades, Luk. 
xvi. 24. of which hereafter.] . 


N. B. This extraordinary caſe looks like an in- 
ſtance of forgiveneſs of leſſer ſins, in the world, or 
age to come, intimated by our Saviour in the place 
already quoted. pag. 36. prius. The ſins here ſup- 
poſed being ſuch as did not ſuperſede the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity ; Ver. 11, 12. but only in- 
fer*d the building of wood, hay, and ftubble upon 

.. thoſe tundamenrals, as if the denial of thoſe funda- 
mentals by profeſſed Chriſtians, might be then irre- 
miſſible; rho? not to be puniſhed with endleſs tor- 
ments; but only with utter conſumption : While the 
building of lefler errors upon thoſe fundamentals, 
was by no means irremiſlible at that time. 


2 Turss. i. 8, 9. In flaming fire taking vengeance on 
them that know not God; and that obey not the goſ- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Who fhall have for 
Puniſhment ibger anon, a __ deſtruction, 5 

2 


Ver 19. 


42 
1 preſence of the as and from the * 7 bis 
power, 


N. B. This text is fo far from affirming, as is 


commonly ſuppoſed, that the wicked ſhall, at the 
laſt day, be preſerved in being, in order to the en- 
during everlaſting torments, that it rather implies 
the direct contrary ; that the flaming fire into which 


they are.to be caſt at that day, will in ſome time ut- 


terly conſume them, 


1 Tim. vi. 9. Hurtfull luſts which drown men, 
819 oAbegen, 5 GTWAEAY, in deſtruction, and perdition. 


iv 


That the good may 2 bold lords ate of the 5 6 


"He." 


VN. B. Since we ill find the * between 
the final ſtate of the wicked, and the righteous to 


be this, To the former utter deftruBion, and to the 


latter a laſting life; tis very hard that our para- 


phraſes ſtill ſuppoſe both to be equally 4 lafting 
fe, or duration, 


Hes. vi. 2. Of alone neleros, . lafling FS IEA] or ra- 


ther of that judgment which is for an age; [both 
on good and bad.] The latter branch of which 


judgment will be beſt explained by the next te- 


ſtimony of the ſame author, in che ſame my 
ter, which now follows. 


Ver. 8. That which beareth thorns and 3 is re- 
jetted, and is nigh unto curſing; whoſe end is to be 


N Not kept like iron, or the like metals 
melted, in the furnace of fire, and there abiding; 
but like briers and thorns, which are always ut- 
terly diſſolved, and conſumed by the fire.) 


Ni. 29. Our God i 4 conſuming fire. _ the ſame 


den with the ws he * 


St. 


St. PETER. 


t PET. iii. 18, 19. Chriſt was put to death in the. 
Fleſh, but quickened [or alive] in the Spirit. In which - 


he went and preached to the ſpirits in priſon :_ ¶ in 
Hades:] which were ſome time diſobedient, when 
once the long ſuffertng of God wailed in the days of 
N. oe, &C: | | oy 


iv. 6. The Goſpel was preathed alſo to them that were 
dead; that they might be judged [condemned] ac- 


cording to men in the fleſh: But live according to 


God in the ſpirit, [i. e. tho? theſe old ſinners 


were condemned to be drowned in the flood, as 


to their bodies, for their crimes ; yet might they, | 


by this preaching in Hades, be brought afterward 
to eternal life, in their ſpiritual part, or ſouls.] 


ES at 
N. B. Theſe remarkable texts will be beſt un- 
derſtood by a text in Feremiab, now loſt, but pro- 


duced by Juſtin Martyr, and ſet down already pag. 


26. prius, by another out of Thaddeus, and another 


out of Hermas, Simil. x. & 16. another out of Clement 


of Alexandria, and another out of Origen, to be all 


produced hereafter; viz: That when Chriſt de- 
ſcended into Hades, he preached the glad tidings of 
ſalvation there by himſelf, to the old pious Patri- 


archs, and others dead before, and at the flood: 
Whereby thoſe Patriarchs, who wanted nothing to 
render them capable of Heaven, but the admiſſion 
under their head, the great Maſſiab, and Saviour of 
all, joyfully believed on him and were admitted in- 
to thechriſtian covenant, and aſcended with him, af- 
I ter his reſurrection, into heaven. The like was done 
by Him, and afterward by his Apoſtles, not only 
Ito the pious Patriarchs, but to thoſe that were diſo- 
bedient in ihe days of Noah alſo: which evidently im- 
plies, that even theſe were capable of that repentance 


in Hades, which they could not be brought to by the 


RE? G 2 preaching 
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preaching of Noah. Otherwiſe neither Chriſt, nor 
bis Apoſtles, would have been ſent to offer the G 
pel, or glad tidings of ſalvation to them in that 
- \, place.”' I reſerve the other paſſages here quoted to 
their proper places; but ſhall ſet down that of 
Thaddeus in this place. Thaddeus explained, How 
Chriſt was crucified. | How he deſcended into Hades, 
and rent aſunder that incloſure, never before ſevered. 
- How be zoſe again; and together with himſelf, rai- 
ſed thoſe from the dead; who had lain buried many ages: 
[Mat. xvii. 52, 53-] How he deſcended from beaven 
alone; but aſcended to his father, accompanied by a 
; great multitude. Ancient Monuments, pag. 8. See 
the ſame in Ignat. ad Trall. & 9. 


2Pzr. ii. 9. To reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of 
judgment to be punifaed. 


N. B. This text contains nothing that relates to 
the duration of the torments of Hell ; but informs 
us of the ancient chriſtian Doctrine, concerning the 
time when the wicked are to be caſt into it; wiz. 
Not till the day of judgment. Which tho? it were, 
I think the univerſal ſenſe of Apoſtolical Antiquity, 

as will appear hereafter, has yet been generally miſ- 

| F- taken in later ages. In all the facred records, 
| Hades is one place, and Gehenna another: We all 

L 9o to Hades when we dye, but none of us go pro- 
| perly to Heaven or Hell vu, till the day of judg- 
| 5 ment. The want of diſtinguiſhing which two pla- 
| | ces in the Old and New Teſtament, has been the ſource 
| 


— 


of ſeveral pernicious miſtakes, in all the later, and 
more ignorant ages of the church. 


| | 2 Jits 7. The heaven and earth, which are now, by the 
\ 


word of God kept in ſtore, reſerved unto fire, againſt 
Le day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men. 


See 2 Pet. ii. 4. 


N. B. 


451 1 
N. B. This text agrees with the foregoing, as to 
the time when the poſitive puniſhments of the wick- 
ed in Hell, are to begin, viz. at the day of judg- 
ment; and with many of the foregoing, in deter- 
mining that puniſhment, to be not a continuation 
of their lives in miſery for infinite ages, but as end- 
ing in their utter deſtruction, and perdition. 


St. Ju px. | 
Jupe v. 6. The angels which kept not their firſt eflats 


but left their own habitation «i; gow weydan; ige 


C67 40rg &iSorg ts Co@ov reren, he hath r cſerved in laſt- 
ing chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of 
the great day. 

Ver. 7. As Sodom, and Gomorrha, and the cities 
about them, giving themſelves up to the ſame kind of 
fornication with them, and going after ſtrange fleſh, 

are ſet forth for an example wu, aloe Nun inixgou, 
Suffering the vengeance of laſting fire. 
Ver- 13. 6 Cos rd OudT&; tic r ww! rerhenræi, 70 whom 


is reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for an age. 


N. B. Theſe three verſes are exceeding remark- 
able and inform us plainly of two things of the great- 
eſt conſequence in our preſent inquiry, viz. 1. That 
the word ate, which is generally ſuppoſed to be 
much more expreſſive of a proper eternity, than 
ald, is yet uſed for a time limited, or for the du- 
ration of the age, or ages, till the day of judgment, 
and no longer. (2.) That the conflagration of Sodom 
and Gomorrha, and the cities about them, becauſe 
it utterly deſtroyed them, is ſtiled the vengeance 
ves; aloe, Of laſting, or, as we render it, everlaſting 
fire: Altho' ſuch fire or conflagration were quite 
over in no very long time, and burned no longer 
than the utter deſtruction of thoſe cities required. 
Theſe verſes are therefore the proper key of ſuch 

| language 


/ 


A 


| language in the reſt of the Holy Scriptures; ahd 4 


more authentic and ſatisfactory key they are, than 


all the Schoolmen and Criticks of modern ages can 


afford us. How many other dahgerous miſtakes 
the underſtanding theſe words a and a, with 
their parallels, in ſacred books, of a proper eternity 
à parte ante, as well as a parte poſt, has occaſioned; 
I ſhall not here pretend to enumerate. Sagacious 
readers will eaſily diſcern them, as their ſtudies lead 
them to examine the doctrines wherein ſuch words 
are concerned. Which I have fully proved elſe- 


where; as will be taken notice hereafter, 


Apoec. xiv. io, it: He that worſhippeth the beaſt, 
&c. ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which 1 out, without mixture, into the cup 

_ of his indignation: And be ſhall be tormented with 
fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of the holy Angels, 
and in the preſence of the Lamb, And the ſmoke 
of their torment aſcended UP tis G&imvac Twy aiuywn, for 
ages of ages: And they have no reſt day or night. 

xix. 3. Babylon's ſmoke roſe up ite wd aiova; rd arr, 
for ages of ages. 5 3 


NM. B. Theſe are the firſt places we have met with 
relating, as is ſuppoſed, to the torments of Hell, 
which mention d d d ages of ages; or even 
barely e, [or ages, in the plural number : ] i. e. ſe- 
veral of ſuch ages ſucceeding one another. Not af- 
firming that the generality of the wicked ſhall be 


ſo long tormented, but that the ſmoke of ſome of their 


torment ſhould ſo long aſcend up. Which phraſes, 


as they are very far from denoting a proper eter- 


nity, ſo is there room for conjecture that the /moke 
of ſuch their torment, may aſcend up in terrorem, 
longer than the torments themſelves of particular 
offenders continue; and that the fire and the ſmoke 

„„ Fe, thereto 


* 
1 ; 
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[ 47 ] 
thereto belonging, may be the common place of tor- 
ment for ſinners, in different ages and periods of the 
world, one after another. However thoſe remark- | 
able words, that theſe ſinners ſhall be tormented In |; 
the preſence of the boly Angels, and in the preſence of 
zbe Lamb, muſt not be here neglected ; nor Sir Iſaac 
Newton's excellent Paraphraſe upon them omit- 
ted: viz, ** That the degree and duration of the 
* torments of theſe degenerate and antichriſtian 
** peopk, ſhould be no other, than would be appro- 
ved of by thoſe angels, who had ever laboured 
5 for their ſalvation ; and that Lamb who had re- 
e deemed them with his own moſt precious blood.“ 
I ſaid at firſt, that *Tis but ſuppoſed that theſe words 
relate to the torments of Hell: As not being yet 
fully ſatisfied that they do ſo. They do not be- 
long to the wicked in general ; but to the worſhip- 
pers of the antichriſtian beaſt only. And the words 

are ſo very much the ſame with thoſe, If. xxxiv. . 
10. already ſet down pag, 24. Prius, that they may 
be thought to be directly parallel to them, and to 
belong to the vengeance to be taken on the enemies 
of God's people at the battle of Harmageddon only. 

Which ſurely is to be upon this earth, and not in 

| Gehenna, or Hell. I determine nothing, till ſome 
farther light appear; as it will preſently. 
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Kix. 20. The beaſt, and the falſe Prophet ere 

both caſt alive into a lake of fire, burning with brim- 
* | | 
xx. 10. The Devil that deceived Gog and Magog, 
was caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone; where 
the beaſt and the falſe prophet are: And they [Gog 
and Magog, with the Devil himſelf,] ſhall be tor- 
mented ry and night » big TY; aiwnvay THY aiwvwn, fl or ages 


* of ages. 
8 N. B. 


[ 48 ] 
N. B. Theſe two additional texts are evidently 
of the ſame ſort with the foregoing, and ſo ſtand in 
need of little additional obſervation. Only, ſince 
the place of Gehenna or Hell it ſelf is ſaid to be pre- 
pared for the Devil and bis Angels, Matt. xxv. 41. 
And the ſame Devil is here ſaid to be caſt into this 
lake of fire, this makes it not a little probable that 
whatever preludes to this dreadful puniſhment there 
may be upon this earth, at the coming on ot this fire 
and brimſtone, at the great day; yet will the up- 
ſhot of all be no other than the fire of Gehenna 
or Hell, for ages of ages afterward. Altho' it de- 
ſerves our remark, that it is not directly ſaid here, 
that the beaf! and the falſe Prophet, but only the De- 
vil, with Gog and Magog, ſhall be ſo long tormen- 
ted there. It is alſo here highly worthy of our re- 
mark, that, excepting this ſingle place, relating to 
Gog and Magog, or to people unknown to us, and 
not perhaps to be heard of till after the Millennium 
is over, the duration of the puniſhment of the wic- 
ked is never, I think, properly ſaid to be for more 
than 3» alda, an age, or a | ngle age, in all the Books 
of the Old and New Teſtament. What other be- 
ings or actions ſoever there are ſaid to be for a3, or 
for ain; ror air, ages, Or ages of ages. Which 
has not, I ſuppoſe, been hitherto obſerved by any 
commentator, | 


Apoc. ii. 11. He that overcometh Pal » not be hurt 
e the ſecond death, 

xx. 6. Bleſſed and Holy is be that hath part inthe firſt 

reſurrection. On ſuch the ſecond death bath no 
power. 

Yer. 14. Death and Hades were caſt into the lake if 
Fre: This is the ſecond death. | 
xxi. 8. The fearful, and unbelieving, and 8 
*. and murderers, and whoremongers, and ſorce- 
rer, 


1491. 


rer, and idolators, and all liars ſhall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 


one, which is the ſecond death. 


N. B. While the ſtate of the righteous in hea- 


ven, is very frequently deſcrib'd by d aiwne-, or 
laſting life; and it is ſaid to be their peculiar privi- 
lege, that they cannot dye any more, Luke xx. 36. 
And that the ſtate of the worſt ſort of ſinners that 


are incorrigible, is never once ſtiled Ife at all; but 


perpetually death, or the ſecond death, it is highly 
unreaſonable to ſtrain the natural meaning of words, 
and to determine that death, the ſecond death, is a 
ſtate of life, eternal life, in perpetual miſery.- Tis 


much more reaſonable to take the words life and 
death, as they moſt obviouſly ſignify ; and to be- 


| lieve, that as the;fir/t death of the body is the de- 
ſtruction, or diſſolution of that body, ſo is death, 


the ſecond death belonging perhaps to both body 
and ſoul, in our Saviour's own words already 
cited, pag. 36. the utter diffolution or deſtruction 


both of ſoul and body in Hell. As it is alſo in the 


t utterly gone for ever.. 


words of St. Hermas; They that are dead, are Simil. vi, 
DOT (yn es BE BS, 


S. C EMENT of Rome. 


2 CLEM. $ 6. If we do not the will of Chriſt, nothing 
ſhall deliver us in tis alunis nende, from laſting pu- 


niſoment. [The ſame expreſſion which Chriſt 


uſed, Matt. xxv. ult. See the Note there.] 
$ 7. If we cannot all be crowned, let us come as near 
to it as we are able. (See Herm. Similit. viii. 2.) 
: N. B. We ſeem to have here an obſcure intima- 
tion, that all who endeavour to enter into bappineſs, 


may not be able, during the preſent life, to attain 
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8 | 
to ſuch a degree of holineſs as is neceſſary for their 
admiſſion into-it immediately after death: But that 
ſtill, by coming as near to it as we can here, we may 
have in that caſe opportunities afforded us after 
death of making ſach farther improvements in vir- 
tue, as may obtain our admiſſion into it afterward. 
Of which more under Hermas prefently. = 


Rid. Thus ſpeaks the Prophet, concerning thoſe 

who keep not the Seal, [of Baptiſm.) Their worm 

Pall not dye, and their fire ſpall not be quenched, 
and they ſball be for a ſpectacle unto all Hels. 


l N. B. This is a direct application of the words 
of Iſaiah above cited, and alluded to by our Savi- 
our and others, to wicked profeſſors of Chriſtiani- 


ty; and therefore, in the old language, rather 


againſt the proper eternity of Hell Torments. 
$ 8. Let us therefore repent while we are yet on the 
earth, For we are as clay in the hand of the artifi- 
cer. For, As the potter, if he make a veſſel, and 
i be turned amiſs in his hands, or broken, again 
Forms it anew: But if he has gone ſo far as to throw 
it into the fire, be can no more bring any remedy 
to it. So we, whilſk. we are in this world, ſhould 
repent with our whole heart, for what evil ſoever 
. ve have done in the fleſh, while wwe have yet the 
time of repentance.;, that we may be ſaved by the 
Tord. For after we ſhall have departed out of 
#bis world, we ſhall no longer be able either to con- 


ft our fins, or repent in the other. 


N. B. We learn here, that althe', in the opi- 
nen of St. Gemert, the openly and notoriouſly wir- 
ked, that depart out of this world in a ſtate of con- 
firmed wiekedneſs, have no place for — 
4 3 | er 


1 
after death; that yet a veſſel may not only be turn- 
ed amiſs, but even broken to pieces by the Potter; 
and yet may be formed anew. [The former re- 
preſenting, perhaps, the ſtate of imperfect Chriſti: 
ans under diſcipline before death, and the latter afte- 


it:] But that if ſuch mens wickedneſs be incorrigi- 


— 


ble, and that the diſcipline uſed for their recovery 
prove fruitleſs, they ſhall be thrown into Hell fire, 
and there be utterly deſtroy d; without any hopes 
of their ſalvation: Yet without the leaſt hint of their 
continuance in torment to all eternit x.. 


St. BARNABAS, 


Ee rst. $ 20. The way of darkneſs is the way vadre 

__ @iwvie, wile, H, ＋ laſt ing death, with puniſe- 
ment. | 1 

$ 21. He that chuſes the way of death ſhall be de- 

trop d, together with his works. 

band in which all things ſhall be deſtroyed together 
with the wicked ons. 1 


N. B. St. Barnabas agrees here with all other 
Books of the New Teſtament, and declares that the 
puniſhment of the Devil, and the wicked, ends not 
in the preſervation of their lives, in order to their 
enduring endleſs pains, bur in their utter death and 
deſtruction, Only we may here remark farther, 
that St. Barnabas thought the time of judgment and 
perdition was very near in his days; which was 


the conſtant opinion of the reſt of the Apoſtles alſo, 


till a long interval between the firft and ſecond co- 
ming of the Meſſias, was revealed firſt to St. Her- 
mas, and afterwards to St. John: Which revelati- 
ons put an end to that miſtake among Chriſtians, 
[See Eſſ. on the Revelation, pag. 129———1345» 


with Authent, Records, pag. 96, 97, 98.] 
| 2 99497» 9 ] 
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Vis, iii. $7, = thoſe ſtones that fell into the fre and 
were burnt, they are thoſe who have for ever [or 
in the end] departed from the living God. Nor 
doth it ever come into their bearts to repent by rea- 
ſon of the affettion which they bear to their luſts, and 

wic kedneſſes which they commit. Is there re- 
pentance allow d to all theſe ſtones which are thus 
caſt away, and were not ſuitable to the building of 
the tower? And ſhall they find place in this tow- 
er? They may repent, ſaid ſhe, but they cannot 
come into this toter; but they ſhall be placed in a 
much lower rank: And this, after they ſhall, bavg 

if been afflitied, and fulfilled the days of their fins. And 

l [ for this cauſe they ſhalt be removed, becauſe they 

1 Bave received the words of righteouſneſs. And then 

= . they ſhall betranſlated from their affliftions ; if they 

v8 74 all have a true ſenſe in their hearts of what they 
| | bade done amiſs. But if they ſhall not have this 

"5 ſenſe in their hearts, they "hall not be ſaved; by rea- 

_ en of the hardneſs of their hearts. [See F &,] 

"= Vis. iv. & 2. Woo the doubtful; to thoſe who ſhall 
hear theſe words, and Hall deſpiſe them. It had 
- been better for them that they had not been born. 
Mand. Sin delivers men to death: Brings men to 
xl. death. [ And the like elſewere. 
Sur. iv, & 1. The wicked, like 'dry wood, bull be 
burnt, becauſe they have finned, and have not re- 
| : pented of their fins. And alſo all other nations ſhall 
us | he burnt becauſe 2 have not cknowledged God 
13 ITtßzßeir Creator. 

1 v. 7. 8 d file the Holy rr, or thy bo- 

1 dy] thou ſbalt not liv 

1 1. vi § 2. Some are N unto death, and others to 

| 


I 


falling away. I replyed, 1 underſtand not what 
n mean by ſaying to death, and to a falling away. 
Hear, 


. 

Hear, ſays he. All thoſe ſheep which thou ſawtſt to 
exult exceedingly, are ſuch as have for ever departed 
From God, and given themſelves up to the luſts of 
this preſent world. To theſe therefore there is no re- 
turn by repentance unto life: Becauſe that to their 
other ſins they have added this, that they have blaſ- 
phemed the name of the Lord. [See Matt. xii. 31.] 
Theſe kind of men are ordained unto death. Bus 

thoſe ſheep which thou ſaweſt not exulting, but feed- Re 
ing in one place, are ſuch as have indeed given them- 
ſelves up to pleaſures and delights, but have not ſpo- 
ken any thing wickedly againſi the Lord. Theſe there- 
fore are only fallen off from the truth , and ſo have 
vet hope laid up for them in repentance. For ſuch 
a falling off hath ſome bope ſtill left for a renewal ; 
but they that are dead are utterly gone for ever. 

S 5. When they bad life they rendred themſelves lia- 
ble to death. —— Thoſe buriful pleaſures bring tor - 
ments, and puniſhments; and whoſcever ſhall conti- 
nue in them, and ſhall not repent of what they have 

done, ſhatl bring death upon themſelves. 

viii. & 1. The greateſt part of the people brought their 
rods green, as they had received them : And the meſ- 
ſenger greatly rejoiced at theſe. : 
2. The Angel of the Lord crowned thoſe who re- 
turned their rods green, as they had received them, 
giving them a white garment, and ſo ſent them 
away to go into the toter. The Shepherd ſaid 
to me, [after the crowning of the firſt three.] Let 

us take the rods from them all, and plant them, if 
. perchance they may grow green again. I ſaid unto 

him, Sir, How can theſe dry rods ever grow green 

again? He anſwered me, That tree is a willow; 

and always loves to live. If therefore theſe rods 
ſoall be planted, and receive a little moiſture, ma- 

ay of them will recover themſelves. Wherefore I 1 
quill try, and will pour water upon them: And if | | 
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any of them can live, Iſhall rejoice with it. ks 
= created this tree, would have all thoſe live that 
received rods from il. 
5 6. I told thee, This tree loved bfe. Thou ſeeſt- how 
many have repented, and attain'd unto ſalvation, 
Tube that ſhatl not repent ſhall loſe both re- 
pentance and life: But they that havg repented, 
. their place is begun to be within the walls; and ſome 
ef them are even gone into the tower. T bou ſeeſt 
therefore, ſaid be, that in the repentance of ſinners 
_ there is life: But that for thoſe that repent not, 
death is prepared, &c. 
| $ 7. Thoſe of this kind who have quickly repented, ſhall 
have a place in the tower. But they who have 
been more flow in their repentance, ſhall dwell with- 
in the walls. But they that ſhall not repent, but 
all continue on in their wicked doings, ſpall dye the 
_ death. [See 8.] 
þ ' Þ S1MILix. $ 7. The reſt that 1 [after theLord 


was come, and had examined the whole tower, ] 
'F were carried back into the ſame field from which they 
1 were taken. Howbeit they were not caſt away, 
| _ [See 6, 7.] 

| | 1 $ 14. And 1 {aid, ER What if any of theſe men [that 
. were rejected] /aall repent, and caſt away their 
dieſire of thoſe women, and be converted, and return 
1 #0 theſe virgins, and put on again their virtue; ſhall 
Ibey not enter into the houſe of God ? They ſhall en- 
ter, ſaid he, if they ſhall lay aſide all he works of 
| I boſe women, and ſhall reſume the power of theſe vir- 
« gins, and ſhall walk in their works, And for this 
1 . cauſe there is a flop in the building; that if they 


$ ſhall repent, they may be added to the building of 
'\F | this tower. But if they ſhall not repent, that others 
0 may be built in their places, aud ja they.may be ut- 
'F . * gerly caſt away, &c. 
il | ; 16. Ti being dead, were ſealed with le, f 


Dr 
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the Son of God, and entred into the Kingdom of God: 
For before a map receives the name of the Son of God, 
He is ordained unto death; but when be receives 
that ſeal be is freed from death, and alſigned unto 
life. Now that ſeal is water: Into which men go 
down under the obligation unto death, but come up 
appointed unto life, Wherefore 10 thoſe alſo was 


this ſeal preac bed, and they made uſe of it; that they 


might enter into the Kingdom of God, &c. 
$ 18. If they who have known the Lord, and feet 


his 3 works ſhall live wickedly, they n h 


be doubly puniſhed, and foall aye for ever. 


N. B. Theſe large texts out Mere jars 
ſome ambiguity in them; I mean only as to that 
repentance he ſpeaks of, which belongs to the ſtones 


which were caft away from the tower or Churetr 


of Chriſt, but were allow'd a place of a lower rank; 
and as to thoſe afflictions that were to reduce them 
to that repentance, whether they are ſuppoſed be- 
fore or after death, in Viſ. iii. and the like; as to 
the rods of the willow tree, Simil. viii. and to the 
ſtones in Similit. ix. which is the caſe in ſome of the 
expreſſions of the Prophet Eſdras, alſo already pro · 
duc'd. So far is plain however, that Herma ne- 
ver repreſents the future puniſhments under the no- 
tion of /fe, or continuance in eternal pains; but 
always as ending in death, and burning, and diſſo- 
lution, and deſtruction. He alſo ſtrongly repre- 
ſents the ſuperior and inferior Angel or Shepherd 
which I directly underſtand to mean the Son and 
Spirit of God; to be both deeply concernꝰd to 
bring as many as poſſible to repentance, and ſal- 
vation in ſome degree or other, both in this, and 
the future world; and: very ſollieitous for having 
all. poſſible means uſed for that purpoſe, even by 
preaching * and, as it ſeems, actually bap- 


tizing 
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tizing men in Hades, in agreement with our Savi- 
ourꝰs preaching to them that were dead, in St. Peter, 


as already ſet down. But all this, excepting the 


caſe of apoſtacy, and that joined to blaſphemy; 
which ſeems to be the principal ſin, abſolutely irre- 


Matt. xii. miſſible in our Saviour's determination alſo, both 


32. 


in this, and the future world. But then, as to the 


duration of the torments of Gehenna or Hell, which 


are always to be proportionable to the crimes, and 
ſo may be vaſtly longer or ſhorter; according to 
the greater or leſſer intenſeneſs of the torments 
themſelves, Hermas, in one place, ſeems to ſup- 
poſe, that intenſeneſs to be ſo great, that the endu- 
ring them one hour, as aggravated by the horrors 


of a guilty conſcience, and, perhaps, of the utmoſt 


Simil. vi. 
4 5» 


deſpair joined thereto, may be equivalent to the 
vain pleaſures of ſin in this world as enjoy'd for a 
whole: year: So that, upon this hypotheſis, he may 
ſeem not to have thought the duration of thoſe tor- 


ments very long, Let do I think he does not here 


mean the torments intended for death, or deſtruc- 
tion in Gehenna, but rather thoſe torments or chaſ- 
tiſements which were inflicted by the Angel of pu- 
niſhment, and which he had been deſcribing juſt 


before either on earth, or in Hades; which were 


wholly intended for reformation. 


3 St. TIMOTRHY. « 
Then will you [Diognetus] deſpiſe that death here 
_ which is only apparent, when you. ſhall fear that 
rial death which is reſerved for thoſe that ſhall be, 
condemnned to win dd eternal fire, which will be 
_ tbe puniſhment of thoſe that are delivered over to 


IO. | K 23 : WE 7 HS 
N. B. We have here a direct explication of the 


© 


* Scripture 


| E 3 

Fevjpture language of dg 4wncr, Or eternal fire, that 
it is to endure ytys riazs until the end ot the world 
but no longer. See Sacred Hiſtory of the New Te- 


ftament pag. 354- 371. | 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions. 


i. 6. Righteous Kings [under the old Teſtament! 
had the promiſe tis aiuvis twic, of laſting life: But 
wicked Kings were deprived of this life of God, 

and inberit inſtead of reſt aiuviay ni>aoy, laſting pu- 
niſhment. 1 | 
ii. 13. If thou dyeſt in ſin there will remain uo repent- 
ance for thee: As God ſays by David, In Hades who 
will confeſs thee: [Or give thanks to thee; Sc.] 
14. With God*tis aconſtant, rule vd 4vapdghlor &ryuwgilor, 
that where there is no fin, there is no puniſh- 
ment. Save them from death. [and ſo elſe- 
"was VES Ad 
53. The commendation of God is dn ad. laſting life 
to men; as is his rebike dd a., laiting 
—_—_- 
61, KD, ald. laſting puniſhment [and the like 
_ elſewbere. | 1 
v. 7. There are many and various things ſaid [in the 
Old Toftament] concerning the reſurrection, and 
concerning the continuance of the righteous in glory, 
and concerning the puniſhment of the wicked, their 
fall, rejection, condemnation. ſhame, wugic aur, 
laſting fire, and c, GTENEUT TY, endleſs worm. 
He that made the body of Adam out of the 
' earth, will raiſe up the bodies of the reſt, and that 
of the firſt man, after their diſſolution; to pay what 
is owing to the rational nature of man, we mean, 
75. Mau to continue during that age or thoſe 
ages, that are allotted to him. For ſo many 
men as have been wicked, and finners, the earth 
27 Rb? ſhall 


7 
hall cover * again. [The words of the St 
line Oracles.] !] 
26. Who ſhall be condemned, FP, 3 & „ 
og}, for an age, in laſting fire. 


Vil. 39. God called mankind in every generation, and 


reduced them from bondage and impiely, unto liber- 
ty and piety; from 9 5 to righteouſneſs; from 
bardry aidvic, tis Ch %, from W death, to s 


5 +laſting life. 
41. I believe, and am to ze baptix d Unto the 


Kingdom of Heaven, and unto the life of the world 
to come. 

vii. 12. To Ged belongs all glory, and worſhip, and H 
thankſgiving, bonour, and aduration, the Father, 


_ with the Son, in the Holy Ghoſt, * ty Glo gy ble vhs 1 


| GveAAuTiic, 9 ertheulites , Ta PTA Both now, 
and always, and for indejectible and endleſs ages 

of ages. See the Dpxologies, &c. vü. 38. viii. 15. 
Matt. vi. 13. Luke i. 33. Rom. i. 25. ix. 5. xi. 
36. xvi, 27. 2 Cor. xi. 3 1. Gal. i. 5. Philip. iv. 
20. 1 Tim. 1. 17. 2 Tim. | w. 18. Heb. i. 8. ix. 26. 

Ki. 3. xiii. 8. 21. 1 Pet. iv. 11. v. 11. and 14. 
| Doxologies, «; r ald 76» ald, for ages of ages, 
in the Apocalypſe. 


N. B. We may "BRA obſerve, hes St. Clement, 
both in what we call his ſecond Epiſtle, as already 
quoted, and here in his Conſtitutions affirms, that 
in Hades is no repentance; and this, as grounded on 
a text in the P/alms, which only athrms, that there 
was no Confeſſion or Thankſgiving there in the days 


ger n. and Of the P/almiſt, Which, as I have elſewhere ſhew- 
Eſſ. p. 86. ed, ſeems to have been peculiar to the times of the 


Re WTg 88. 


0⁰ Teſtament. However, ſince our Saviour him- 
ſelf, together with the Prophets Jeremiab, and / , 
dra as alſo Judas the Maccabee, St. Peter, St. 
* with Jefepbus, Clement of Alexandria, and 

| ? Origen, 


: #.. 1190p 
Origen, as well as theſe Conſtitutions elſewhere, 
nay perhaps Clement himſelf alſo in the ſame ſe- 
cond Epiſtle, all either quoted already, or to be 
2 hereafter, and to be more particularly con- 
ſidered anon, ſeem fully to imply Hades to be a 
Principal place, not only for the perfecting many 
W good men, in piety; but alſo for cor- 
ting ſuch bad men as are not incorrigible, in 
order to the pardon of thoſe their leſſer offences, 
which are not unpardonable there: Which can ne- 
ver be ſuppoſed without what we are uſed to call 
repentance. 1 am obliged to underſtand this re- 
pentance in St. Clement of that belonging to great 
and enormous fins only: Such as prevented the 
hopes of amendment in Hades, and ſuch as all the 
ancients agree admitted of little hope of pardon, 
either im this, or another world; ſuch indeed, as in 
the words of the Conſtitutions a little before re-; 13. 
quire ſuch trouble, ſorrow, and lamentation, as are 
mamamarks of the ſevereſt ee in this life, be- 
fore they can be forgiven by the church. Of ſuch 
ſins the author to the Hebrews ſpeaks alſo, and aſ-Heb. vi. 
ſures us, that I is impoſſible to renew ſuch ſinners 4—8. 
again to repentance; becauſe they bear thorns and bri- 
ers; and are therefore to be rejected, and are nigh 
unto curſing; whoſe end is to be burned, Of this 
ſenſe of word of repentance, ſee the Prayer of 
Manaſſeh, Luk. xv. 7. Herm. Mand. iv. and Simil. 
viii. However, not Clement only, the Amanuenſis of 
the Apoſtles, but the Apoſtles themſelves, all the 
| Apoſtles themſelves, are here very clear; that 
where there is no actual, or wilful] fin, there is no 
puniſhment to be feared at the hands of God: In 
direct oppoſition to that latter moſt abſurd doc- 
trine, as if original Sin [or the fin of Adam imputed 
to us] deſerves God's wrath, and damnation. They 
are clear, that the PO of the righteous is a 
2 con- 


, 


. 
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continuance in glory: While the ' miſery of the 
wicked in Hell is never ſaid to be ſuch a continu- 
ance in puniſhment; but rather a fall, a rejection, a 
condemnation, a ſbame; and to be ſucceeded by ſuch 
a deſtruction as unquenc bable fire, and the worm that 
never dies, in Iſaiah properly denote: That is ſuch 
as will utterly burn them up and conſume them, or 
put an end to their life and ſenſation for ever. Of 
which more in due place hereafter. We: may alſo 
obſerve farther, How exactly the Apoſtles here 
ſpeak with relation to our ſuture ſtate after the re- 
ſurrection; that we are Nai, to continue during 
that age, or thoſe ages only that are allotted for ſuch 
creatures as we are; but not to be abſolutely end- 
leſs, or coeternal with God himſelf. Who, as we 
are here aſſured alſo, is not limiited by ſuch ages or 
eternities. This continuance in being as long as God- 
our Creator is to do ſo, this coeternity with God, 
has long ſeemed to me too vaſt and immenſe a 
thing to be expected, not only by us, poor, im- 
perfect, ſinful mortals; perhaps the very loweſt of 
all rational beings in the whole ſcale of creation; 
but by any finite and ſubordinate creatures whatſo- 
ever. Laſtly, It is well worth our remark here, 
"that when the Apoſtles deſcribe the moſt ſolemn 
Doxology to be uſed by the whole Catholic Church 
of the Gentiles, To the Father, with the Son, and 
in the Holy Ghoſt, at the Euchariſt, they ſeem on 
purpoſe to avoid the common words, A., and 
de, as too imperfect to expreſs the duration of 
Doxologies, and ufe the uncommon words, a, 
95 arνE g aivra; Toy aiver. As If they had a mind to 
inform us, that alcho* no ſuch beings as we are ſhall 
be cafe, ro ew or ſtrictly caeternal with God, which 
indeed no ſuch words belonging to time and to the 
ages of this world can fully expreſs, yet that the 
praiſes of God our Creator, ſhall be ſung by the 

N Tight.ous, 


1 | 7 | 
righteous, for indefectible and endleſs ages of ages * 
Which ſeems therefore to me to determine this im- | 
portant point, and to be a ſort of confutation of the 
proper eternity of Hell Torments, by the body of 
the Apoſtles themſelves, in this their Liturgy, de- 
ſigned for all future generations; as well as a clear 
intimation of the much longer ſtate of the righte- 
ous in glory. * ene 


ats | WISH ATIEG own chad. 
Ad Ep HRS. & 16. They that endeavour to corrupt 
the church of Chriſt, aloria, ico: Nn, ſhall ſuffer | | 
_ laſting puniſhment, —fucb an one iy h N 
tinall go to Hell ene en 
1 Ad MAONES. $ 5. The good hall have life upon 
obedience; and tbe bad, death, upon diſobedience. } 
et us eſchew death, and chuſe life. From . 
Confer; with xp10ore: bo ont umn nys 
Ad TRAL. S 11. The followers of Theodotus, and 
Cleobulus dye & Toy wgdoxaiga Yavdlov, &XAG Tor Guwnon, 
not a temporary or ſhort death, but that which en- 
daureib for an age. See Ad Rom. & 3. | 


St. Pol ycary. and the Church of Smyrna. 


Martyr Pol v ARP, & 2. The Martyrs deſpiſed all 
the torments of the world : By the ſufferings of an 
our, redeeming themſelves from th duo» V , 
laſting puniſhment. Even the fire of their cruel 
and barbarous executioners ſeemed cold to them, 
whilſt they hoped thereby to eſcape vd dq xy lundi ora 
Cups, that fire which was laſting, and never to 
be quenched. 5 
$2. Thou threateneſt me [ſays St. Polycarp to the 
| heathen Governor] wwith fire which burns for an 
bour, and is extinguiſhed in a little time: but know- 
eſt not of the fire of a future judgment, and dora 
reh, Of the laſting puniſhment, which is re- 
ſerved for the ungodly, N 


[62] 
N. 3. There is no need of any particular reflec- 
tions here. St. e the Church of Smyrna, and 


St. Polycurp, only continue the old doctrine, and 


anguage, as to Gebenna or Hell; and its being ok 


2 ſhort ſtate of 7ife, but a long Rate of death, or 


nifhment of 2 without any intimatiou c of its 
Abſolute eternity. 


And ſo far go the Books of the Na 2: zan, 


0 


I I 4 


"+ { | 
ERP „ Josxrhus. 1 ct 
Homily concerning; Hapzs § 1. 4. | Hades 9 a 


— wherein the ſouls of the —— antrigh- . 


2 Feous are detained. — A fublerrancan regions, where- 
n the light of the world dots not fhine.—— There 
s in it.perpetual darłneſi. See Judo v. 6. above 
pag. 45. — In which the Angels, allatied for pu- 
iſement, as guardians, diſtribute o . 
temporary puniſh ments, pres fo od: One's 
behaviour and manners. *. {2 


Ibid. In this region there is u cos les 2 err 
as, Num woghs de, a lake of unquenchable fre: 


N bereinto we ſuppoſe no one hath been hitherto caſt, 
be wicked fhall be aljudged to partake 

rale rt Albin adde, Of this laſting . 

But the righteous ſhall obtain v, ug be di 
gaculag, an incorruptible, and indefectible king- 
n 

5. As for the unjuſt, they 51 receive their bodies 
at the reſarrection] vor changed, nor freed from 
diſeaſes, nor made glorious: But with the ſamie di- 
| feaſes wherein they dyed, and ſuch as they were in 
their unbelief, the ſame ſhall they Fe, ben — Jeall 
be faithfully judged. | 

$ 6. Chriſt, exerciſing the ond Aeon N the 


- Father towards all men, bath prepared à juſt ſen. 


q axce for every one, a to his works. Al 
= Whoſe 


7 
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' whoſe judgment ſeat, when all Men, and Angels, 


and Demons ſhall ſtand, they will ſend forth one 


voice, aud ſay, JusT 15 THY JUDGMENT. The 
rejoinder to which will bring a juſt ſentence upon 
. both parties, by giving juſtly thoſe that bave done 
Dell ados ro aryabay amoIrauoi, A laſting fr uition of 


good things; but allot to the lovers of wicked 


works hv a&iwmov x6Auow, A laſting puniſhment. To 
theſe belong aig aero, | g araxiurilor ] an unquench- 
able [and endleſs] fire: And a certain fiery worm, 
not dying, nor deſiroying the body; but continuing 
its eruption out of the body, with never-ceaſing 
grief. Neither will ſleep give eaſe io theſe men; 
nor will the night afford them comfort: death will 
not free them from their puniſhment ; nor will the 
interceeding prayers of their kindred profit them. 
[See 4. Ed. 35—45.-] For the juſt are no longer 
ſeen by them; [as they are by thoſe in Hades, 
Luk. xvi. 23— 31. 4. Eſd. vii. 35. $ 72—83.] 
Nor are they thought worthy of remembrance, &c. 


VN. B. In theſe moſt affecting, and remarkable 
deſcriptions of Hades, of the day of judgment, and 


of Hell; which ſeem mainly taken out of thoſe 


larger deſcriptions in the Prophet Eſdras, already, 
in part, ſet down; we may obſerve, that Joſephus 
generally uſes the ſame words ai%;, and aidnc;, or 


laſting, for the duration of the pains of the wicked 


in Hell, which we have ſo often met with in the 
ſacred writers; Bur that he uſes ſtill higher words 
of the duration of the rewards of the righteous, 
a baglos x, drixderre; Geh, Or thoſe of an incorrupti- 
ble, and indefectibls kingdom : That he fully inſiſts 
on the manifeſt juſtice of the ſentence, both in the 
abſolution of the righteous, and the condemnation 


of the wicked; and informs us that all the world 
will be then throughly ſenſible of that juſtice, and 


con- 
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concur in an acclamation to it accordingly : Which 


I take to be a demonſtration againſt the proper eter- 
nity of Hell torments: And which therefore I can- 
not eaſily grant that Joſephus did believe. *Tis 
true, he uſes the word 4rawrnlo wie, or endleſs fire, 
in the generality of the copies: But then, as Da- 


maſcen's copy wants it; ſo I ſhall prove anon, 


that, till after the days of Joſephus ſuch words did 
not ſound as they do in theſe days; nor did they 
then ever reach beyond time, or biyond the end of 


this ſublunary world; as our modern ſchoolmen, 


and commentators have groundleſsly ſuppoſed. 


The principal difference from the other teſtimonies |, 
which I find in Jeſephus, is this; that the reſt ſeem | 


ever to hint at the fire, and worms, and the /econd 


_ death, as, at length, the cauſes of Fhe utter deſtruc- 


tion of the wicked; or at leaſt of their bodies: 


- See iy kit. Whilſt Jofephus, in compliance, probably, with 


2 Append. the philoſophic opinions of Philo, and the Phariſees 


o the 
Comment. 


on T heſs. 


2. pag. 


428. 


of his age, thought that neither this never dying 
worm, nor unquenchable fire, nor death itſelf would 
do it: But that the worm and the fire would con- 
tinue to torment them, not as long as God himſelf 


was to exiſt, but till the end of this world, or till 


time ſhould be no more: And that therefore they 
were not to periſh till this time, and this world all 
periſhed together. However, Foſephus is plain, 
that Hades is a general word for the inviſible world, 
and the place of ſouls in their proper vehicles, or 
bodies, between death and the reſurrection; and 
diſtinct from [ Gebenna, or] the lake of fire, where- 
into the wicked are to be caſt at the day of judg- 
ment. He is alſo clear, that in Hades there are 


Angels allotted for puniſhment, that diſtribute tempo- 


rary puniſhments, agreeable to every one's bebaviour 
and manners. Which it interpreted by other ſa- 
ered records already produced, are intended for the 

| cor - 


F 


cortection of thoſe leſſer offenders who are curable, 


in order to their amendment, and recovery of that 
happineſs, which they had forfeited by their ſins: 
Which is a doctrine of ſo much moment, and ſo 
much comfort to the body of mankind, that ſo ve- 

ry expreſs, and ſo very ancient a teſtimony to it, is 
truly ineſtimable. | 


Recognitions of CLEMENT, 


Recog. I. 51. God will conſign the unrighteous, and 
impious, and thoſe who have deſpiſed him, and ſpent 
that life, which was intruſted to them in ſeveral 
ſorts of wicked practices, and have abuſed that lime 
which was appointed for good works, in the exer- 
ciſe of wickedneſs, over to ſuch puniſhment as ſhall 

be ſuttable to them, and which they have juſtly de- 
ſerved. 225 

ii. 20. The good will have the reward of laſting hap- 

 pineſs;, but thoſe that att contrary to the will of 
God, will have the juſt puniſhment they have deſer- 
ved, according to every one's deeds, 

$ 56. As to our God, if be be angry and revenges, he 

is not evil, but juſt. For be does but correct and 
amend his own children, 

uit. 26. The wicked, on account of the impurity of 
their actions, ſhall be encompaſſed with a flaming 
tempeſt, and drowned in the depth of unquenchable 
fire, there to ſuffer puniſhment for an age, 


§ 37. God will be juſt at the day of judgment, to give 


laſting rewards to thoſe that are worthy, and to 
. exclude the unworthy from the ſame. 
iv. 14. The ſouls of the wicked, after their departure 
out of the body, will be tormented for an age. See 
$ 18. and v. 18, 19. 
v. 28, If any of the ungodly perſiſt in their ungodli- 
neſs to the end of their life; then indeed the ſoul 
K which 


eobich is immortal, when it is departed, ſpall ſuffer 
puniſhment according as its perſeverance in its un- 
| Lodineſ does require. For the ſouls of the ungodly are 
alſo immortal, which yet themſebves, perhaps, are 
defirous might have an end with their bodies, But 
| that is not the caſe. For it is to endure the pu- 
niſhments_of laſting fire without end, and has not, 
to its undoing, a nature capable of dying. But 
perhaps you will ſay to me, Peter, now you terrify 
us. And how ſhall we otherwiſe ſpeak what *tis 
your intereſt to bear ? Can we by holding our peace, 
declare the truth, xc. 
$ 24. The chaſtiſements of thoſe that worſhip Ged, 
uuben it is inflited for their ſins they have fallen in- 
lo, is the exacting of the debt of what they have com- 
mitted; that ſo they may be freed at leaſt from one 
balf of thoſe laſting puniſoments which. are prepared 
for them in Hades. ] See vi. 3. vii. 365. 

i. 1. The puniſhment , laſting fire in Hell, 
when the ſouls will there ſeek for Kren but 
will not be able to find it. See x. 47. 

x. 2. What if your father ſhould dye within this year, 
which you bid us allow for delay [of his Baptiſm. 
Will he go down into Hell empty, and be tormented 

for an age? Beſides you ought to think that God is 
endued with preſtience, and knows whether this 
man belongs to him or not: And if he knows that 
be does not, what ſhall we do as to thoſe original 
decrees be has made? &c. 


NV. B. This very 8 and very ancient Book 


See Ruf.- of the Recognitions, having, as is well known, great- 
nus's Fre- ly ſuffered by Ebionite interpolations, it is very 


difficult to determine, in nice points, when we read 
the Catholick Autbor, and when we read the Ebionite 
Interpolator. Upon which account, I cannot lay an 
equal ſtreſs upon theſe reſtimonies as upon moſt 


others 


2 
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others in chriſtian antiquity. The main of theſe 
paſſages are very like thoſe many we have al- 
ready in the foregoing, and ſhall have hereafter 
in the following writers: Which if they be inter- 
preted as ſuch phraſes originally ſignified, will by 
no means imply the proper eternity of the tor- 
ments of Hell. However, ſix of them are very 
remarkable. That in ii. 56. is one of the cleareſt 
teſtimonies in antiquity, that the puniſhments ari- 
ſing from the divine vengeance, [ſuch as thoſe in 
Hades are ſuppoſed to be, ] are no other than father- 
ly chaſtiſements; and tend only to the correction 
and amendment of his ſinful creatures, conſidered 
as his own children. That in v. 28. aſſerts, that 
the ſoul is ſo ſtrictly immortal in its own nature, 
that it cannot dye, but, when wicked, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be for ever miſerable. No traces of which 
doctrine appear in any ſacred writers; who, on the 
contrary, make death, the ſecond death, a principal 
character of the puniſhments of Hell. Aha that 
death, ſeems, by our Saviour's own words already 
produced, to deſtroy the ſoul, as well as the body 
there. Nor will any ſuch doctrine appear hereat- 
ter, in any primitive writer nearly contemporary 
with the Author of theſe Recognitions. The im- 
mortality of the ſoul ſignifying no more originally, 
as I take it, than its ſurviving the body, at death: 
Not itsabſolute immortality for ever, as philoſophi- 
cal men came to explain it afterwards. That in v. 
34 affirms, that thoſe puniſhments that the wicked 
endure either in earth, or in Hades, ] which do not 
reform them, will yet be allow'd in abatement of 
their puniſhments in Hell afterward, And when 
it is here ſaid that ſuch puniſhments are capable of 
freeing theſe ſinners, from at leaſt, the one half of 
the laſting torments of Holl, it is moſt naturally 
imply'd, that the ſe * are not to be properly 

"Yi cter- 


| a | 
nal, which.by no means admit of any ſuch compa- 
riſon. And as for that in ix. 13. which aſſures us, 
that in Gebenna, or Hell, there is no repentance this 
is perfectly agreeable to the teſtimonies ſacred and 


primitive; which all agree that what repentance 


or pardon ſoever there may be in Hades, the ſtate 
of preparation, there are no hopes of either, in Ge- 
Benna, or Hell itſelf. As for thoſe two paſſages in v. 
28. and x. 2. about the duration of Hell Torments, 
fo deſcrib'd by St. Peter, that the auditors were af- 
frighted at it; as if they had never before heard of. 


ſo terrible a repreſentation of them; and about the 


fore-knowledge and decrees of God, relating to a 
ſort of reprobation, I have never met with the like 
elſewhere, in all earlier catholick antiquity ; nor in- 
deed in any author for near a century latter: And 
cannot therefore but ſtrongly ſuſpe& them both to 


be no better than Ebionite interpolations. Nor does 
that in ii. 20. which deſcribes the good, as having 


the reward of laſting happineſs, while the miſery of 
the bad is only according to every ones deeds, well 
agree: Nor does that in ii. 56. which ſuppoſes the 
vengeance of God, acting ſtill for the correction and 


amendment of men, at all agree with the proper 


eternĩty of Hell Torments. 


An ancient Apoſtolical Perſon, who was the occa- 
caſion of Juſtin Martyr's converſion to Chriſti- 
anity. | 5 


Ap. Dialog. cum Tryph. pag. 223, 224. T will 
not ſay that ali fouls ſhall dye; for that would be 


an encouragement to bad men. What do Þ ſay then? 


That the ſouls of the pious are in a certain happier 
Place, and the ſouls of the unrighteous, and wicked, 
in one more unhappy, awaiting ſtiil the time of 

40 
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1 
the judgment. By this means thoſe ſouls that appear 


worthy of God, do not dye any more: But the reſt 


are puniſhed as long as it pleaſes God they ſhall con- 
tinue in being, and be puniſhed. 


On this account ſouls both dye, and are puniſhed. 


— The truth is this; as you may learn from the rea- 


ſoning following. The ſoul is either itſelf life, or 


hath life. Fit were itſelf life, it would make ano- 
ther thing live, but not itſelf: As motion moves 
Somewhat elſe, rather than itſelf. Now that the 
ſoul lives, no one will contradift. But if it lives, it 


is not the life itſelf that lives; but it is partaker of 


life. Now what pariakes of any thing, is diffe- 
rent from that other thing of which it partakes. But 


the ſoul partakes of life, in as much as God wills 


that it ſhould live. Wherefore it will be no lan- 
ger partaker of it, when it pleaſes him that it 
ſbould not live any longer. For it is not natural to 
it io live, as it is to God. But as thecaſe is with a 
man, he is not always in being; nor is the ſoul al- 


ways preſent with the body. And when this har- 
. mony is to be diſſolved, the foul leaves the body, and 


the man is no more. So it is with the ſoul, 
when it muſt exiſt no longer. The vital ſpirit de- 
parts from it, and the ſoul exiſts no longer. But 
itſelf returns to the place whence it was taken. 


N. B. Theſe aſſertions need no comment. They 
both ſuppoſe, that all ſouls are after death in Hades, 
expecting the future judgment; and that for the 
ſoul of a wicked man to dye [as it is certainly to dye 


or undergo the ſecond death in Hell, ] is the very ſame 


thing with its being intirely freed from puniſh- 


ment; contrary, as it ſeems, to the notion of Philo, 


of the Phariſees, and of Foſephus; but in agree- 
ment with all the ſacred writers: And directly im- 
plies, that, in the opinion of this -venerable and, 
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ſtolical perſon, the torments of the damned are to 
have no other duration than it pleaſes God: And 
that by conſequence their proper eternity was no 
part of his, Chriſtianity. Altho' he appears indeed 
to have been ſo fearful of giving the leaſt encou- 
ragement to wicked men by this doctrine, that God 
would at laſt deſtroy the generality of them, and 
ſo put an end to their life, and their torments toge- 


ther, that he cared not dogmatically to affirm that 
to be the caſe of all ſinners; but leaves it ſtill ſome- 
what doubtful, whether certain of them might not 


be ſoenormouſly wicked, that God might think fit 
to continue their lives and their puniſhments to the 
very end of time, and *till the world itſelf ſhould 
come to its concluſion. For as to any creatures 
coeternity with God himſelf, I am not ſatisfied that 
it ever came directly into the notions of ſober men, 
till ſome time after the days of this author ; what 
opinion ſoever modern philoſophical men may have 


entertained of ſuch an amazing coetermiy. 


Josrin MAR TVR. 


Aro. i. 58. In like manner does Plato teach, that 

. Rhadamanthus, and Minos, would puniſh thoſe 
wicked men that came to them, We alſo ſay the 
ſame thing will be done; but by Chriſt: and that 
the puniſhment will fall on the bodies, when they 

are united to their ſouls; and that ſuch puniſhment 
will be aiwia xa; for long ages; and not confi- 
ned to a thouſand years only, as he ſays. 

$ 12. Our doctrine is this; that every one is to go 
to alias xitaon, heclheias laſting puniſhment or ſal- 

. vation, according to the merit or demerit of their 
actions. Knowing that the wicked are to go 
in” aiwrizr 114 mug, R, LO laiting condemnati- 
tion by bre, 


2 42. 


J 

1 FE 

1 Is 23. We are perſuaded that every one ſhall un- 
dergo that puniſhment which is dia nog; aw thro? 

; | laſting fire. They ſhall be required to give an ac- 

3 coun of their actions; and that according to the 
proportion of the powers given them by God: As 


4 ven much, more ſhall be required of him. See 
4 Y24, 27, 28. | | 

% $ 36. Chriſt bas declared to us beforehand, that the 
Devil ſhall be ſent into fire, with his hoſt, and thoſe 
1e , . \ » 9 

d men that follow them, io be puniſhed vos anigailor aire, 
bor an endleſs age. See 5 54, 67. 70. 74. Apol. 


li. § 8, 9 


mean that the diſobedient ſhall be ſlain by the ſword, 
p but the ſword of God is that fire, of which thoſe 
"ou that prefer wicked actions are to be the fewel, 
$ 60. Nour ſlaughter of us does us no harm: But pro- 
cures for you, and for all that are our enemies un- 
: juſtly, and do not repent, xdAaow 01% ugs GuWvices, 
BP laſting puniſhment by fire. 


at | 5 66. Chriſt will raiſe the bodies of all men that have 
* ever been, and will cloath the bodies of thoſe that 


- are worthy with «qbagoian, incorruption: But will 
; ſend the bodies of the wicked into d wie, laſting 
2 fire; together with the wicked Dæmons. is die 
wy _ eawnriz, or, that they may have laſting ſenſation of 


. | 

wal Apol. ii. & 8. The Demons ſhall receive the punifþ- 
ol ment they deſerve: As being to be ſhut up in laſt- 
* | ing fire. For if they are already overcome by the 


* name of Jeſus Chriſt, this is an indication of that 
£4 puniſhment which ſhall come upon them, and upon 


thoſe that ſerve them, in laſting fire. 8 

: § 36. Chriſt has foreſhewed that Satan, with hit 
3" | Ve, and the men that follow them, ſhall be ſent 
into fir e to be puniſhed, roy av Wwvay an end- 


Icſs 


| Chriſt has informed us. To whom God has gi- 


NP NEE Wy PEEL — — 


at 8 56. The ſword ſhall devour you. He does not 
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leſs age: Aud the delay that is made in thee xecu- 
tion of this tbreatning, is upon account of mankind. 
For be knows beforeband that ſome of them will be 
- ſaved by repentance; and of them perhaps ſome 
: that are not yet born. 
Dialog. cum Tryph. pag. 263. He ſays i in Jaiab, 
Thus faith the Lord, They ſhall go forth, and 
look upon the carcaſſes of the men that have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me, For their worm ſhall. 
not dye; neither ſhall their fire be quenched : 
And they ſhall be a ſpectacle to all fleſh. See 
Pag. 264. The wicked ſhall be ſent into judgment, 


and condemnation of fire, to be ae Puniſb- 
_ | 


Pag 345. When be will raiſe all men from the dead, 
and will place the good i ai d hadi aghifie; 
S abarires H amvme;, in a laſting, and indiſſoluble 
kingdom; being freed from corruption, and 
death, and pain. But will ſend the wicked into 
vl hac Grwrioy vgs, laſting puniſhment of fire. I 
NV B. Apts of the expreſſions of Fuſtin, look 

Bker the proper eternity of Hell Torments, than 

almoſt any other of the foregoing: Eſpecially 

when he twice uſes the word rie, or endleſs : 


Which yet we ſhall ſee hereafter had not originally 


that ſignification. However, we may withal ob- 
ſerve, hat full and advantageous expreſſions he 
uſes of the duration of the happineſs of the good, 
more than of the miſeries of the bad. Thoſe good 
men being by this account, to be in a laſting, and 
indiſſoluble kingdom; and to be . from corruption, 
and death, and Pain. 


Iaz- 


q 


* 


1 


iii. 


51731 
c IREN vs. | 
2. That Chriſt may exerciſe a righteous judoment 
uþon all, and may ſend the ſpiritual wickedneſſes, 
and the angels that tranſpreſſed, and continued in 
their apoſtacy, and the impious, and unrighteous, 
and diſobedient, and blaſphemers, among men, «is r 
alder ov; into the laſting fire. [This is in Irenæus's 
firſt Creed. „„ va4. 5 
4. Sending the corrupters of the truth, and 
ſuch as transform the truth, and the deſpiſers of 
his Father, and of his own coming, into laſting 
fire. [This is the ſecond Creed. 


li, 64. If any ſay here that thoſe ſouls which but 


lately began to be, cannot continue in being very 
long; nor, unleſs they had been unbegotten, could 
they be immortal; but that if they were begotten, 
and began to be, they. muſt dye with their bodies: 
Let ſuch men learn, that God, the Lord of all, is 
the only being that is without beginning, and with- 
out end: and that is truly, and always the ſame, 
without alteration. But that all beings derived 
from him, which either formerly, or now, are 
brought into being, have for certain, a beginning 
of their generation; and in that reſpect they are in- 
ferior to him that made them; as not being unbe- 
gotten. And that theſe beings perſevere, and are 
extended into many ages, according to the will of 
God their maker. So that tis by bis donation that 


they were firſt made, and that their being continues 


afterward. For as the heaven, which is above us, 
the firmament, and fun, and moon, and the reſt 
of the ſtars, and all their ornaments were once 


made; while before they were not; and perſevere 


a. long time according to the will of God: So may 


we juſtly think of our ſouls, and ſpirits, and intire- 


ly of all things that are made. Since all things 
g L tba 


el 74}, 
that are made have indeed a beginning of their ex- 
iſtence, but ſtill do perſevere only ſo long as it plea- 
{es God: they ſpall exiſt, and continue in being. The - 
Prophetic- Spirit does alſo atteſt to the ſame doc- 
trine, when he ſays, For he ſpake the word and 
they were made; he commanded and they were 
created. He ordained them for an age, even 
for ages of ages. Again, be ſpeaks thus, concern- 
ing the preſervation of man: He aſked life of 
thee, and thou gaveſt him length of days for 
ages of ages. As tho“ the father of all things 
would beſtow a continuance in being on thoſe that 
ſhall be ſaved for ages of ages. For life is not * 
derived from our ſelves, nor is it natural io us, 
but is beſtowed by the grace of God, Hence it 
is, that he who preſerves this grant of life, and ' 
gives thanks to bim who beſtows it, ſhall receive 
length of days for ages of ages. But for him 
who caſts it away, and is ungrateful to his maker, 
with regard to his creation, and does not acknow- 
ledge him that beſtows it on him; he deprives bim- 
felf of this continuance for ages of ages. On this 
account it was that our Lord ſaid to ſuch. as were 
ungrateful to him, If you have not been faithful 
- in a little, who will give you that which is 
great? thereby ſignifying that thoſe, who in this 
I! ſhort temporal life, are ungrateful to him that gives 
| it, Hall be juſtly deprived of that length of days 
lil which is 72 ages of ages. For as the animal 
| body is not itſelf the ſoul, but is partaker of the ſoul, 
= Jo long as it pleaſes God: So is not the ſoul itſelf 
= ne, but is made partaker of life by God, who be- 
I! ſtotus it thereon, See iv. 76. v. 25. . 
_ iii. 35 Depart ye curſcd into laſting fire; which 
my father hath prepared for the Devil and his 
3 Angels. Signifying thereby, that this laſting fire 
| is not principally prepared for mankind, but for him 
* | 0 


hou 0 
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. who dereived man, and made hin in; who, was 
the principal i in this Apoſtacy. For bin Who c 
the principal in this Apoſtacy, and for thoſe Angels 
eh became Apoſtates with him. Which fire ſhall 
_ thoſe alſo juſtly endure, who, like him, perſevere in 
Ibe works of wickedneſs, without r and 
_ without converſio on. 


N. B. That moſt dts account of the 
Apoſtolical perſon that was the occaſion of Juſtin 
Martyr's converſion . to Chriſtianity, ſet down 
above, affords us nearly a compleat key to all the 
foregoing expreſſions concerning the duration of 
the torments of Hell in the primitive fathers, and 
particularly in renæus, who was an admirer of Ju- 
ſtin, and ſeems here all along to refer to thoſe Ac- 
counts preſerved by Juſtin, viz. That the durd- 
75 ſouls of the wicked, as well as how long 
ſeverefy they ſhall be any of them tormen- 
ted in Hell, is ny in the hand of God; to be 


longer or ſhorter, greater or leſs as it pleaſes God; 


and as their ſeveral demerits ſhall require. That 
accordingly ſome ſhall be in torments longer than 
others, and that there is no certain limit to be de- 
termined for ſuch tor ments in general, as that in 
Plato of a thouſand years. [or during the famous 


millennium, perhaps.] That, by conſequence, it is 


ſafer for us not to define that duration in particular 
caſes ; leſt the vileſt ſinners ſhould be thereby en- 


couraged in their fins: But to leave all to the righ- 


teous judgment of God. It being always agreed, 

that the puniſhments of ſome would be greater 
[and longer] than of others; and that the ſtricteſt 
juſtice would be obſerv'd in every degree [and du- 


ration] of ſuch puniſhments. I his ſeems to me to 


be the true ſtate of the whole matter, in the moſt 
primitive Chriſtian writers, in and after the Apo- 
1. 2 ſtolical 
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ſtolical age. To which may be added, that this 


puniſhment of the wicked in Hell was no matter 
of diſpute then between the Chriſtians, and the Je- 
%% or Heathen Philoſophers; who were both ſorts 
willing to allow its duration to be as long as poſſi- 
ble z without ever pretending all this while, fo far 
as I find, that this duration was independent on the 
will of God, or coeternal with him. | 


Crement of Alexandria. ? 


STROM. v. Does not Plato introduce rivers of fire 
and that profundity in the earth which is called by 
the Barbarians [the Jews and Chriſtians] Gehen- 

na, which be poetically calls Tartarus? with Cocy- 
tus, aud Acheron and Pyriphlegethon. and other 
. fuch like places of puniſhment ? Which are to choſ- 
tiſe and amend the manners of men. [See Plato's 
own teſtimonies at obſervation xii. hereafter at 
large.] 1 5 


vi. Puniſhment is the cauſe of amendment to him that 


is puniſhed: But an example to ſuch as can ſee 
things at a diſtance: Whereby they are prevented 
from falling into the like again. | 


N. B. I ſuppoſe Clement here refers to the pu- 
niſhments of this life, and of Hades, rather than to 
thoſe of Gebenna. Otherwiſe he ſeeins ſingular in 
his opinion, if he means that even the torments of 
Gebenna were for caſtigation and amendment: 
While the other texts and teſtimonies are unani- 
mous, that they are for intire deſtruction. I come 
now to his large and remarkable account of our 
Saviour's, and his Apoſtles preaching in Hades. 
51 which we have had ſeveral ſhorter accounts al- 

y. ky | 


[27 3- : 
vi. That thou ſhouldeſt ſay to thoſe that are in 
bonds, Go ye out; and to thoſe that are in dark- 
neſs, let a revelation be made to you. [, xlix. 
 9.]——#herefore our Lord preached alſo to thoſe 
that were in Hades. Accordingly. the Scripture 
ſaith Hades ſays to deſtruction, We have not 
ſeen his form indeed, but we have heard his 
voice. [Job, xxviii. 22.] Not that the place did at 
all receive the voice, and ſpake what is above ſaid : 
But thoſe that were brought down to Hades, and 
bad given thewſelves up to deſtruttion, were like 
fuch as voluntarily throw themſelves out of a Ship 
into the Sea. Theſe therefore are ſuch as have 
Wo. +eard the divine power and voice. For what ſo- 
Ber perſon would ſuppoſe, that the ſouls of the righ- 
| teous and of the ſinners are in the ſame condemna- 
tion? and thereby aſcribe injuſtice to providence ? 
Nay, is it not declared to us that the Lord preach- 
eld the Goſpel to thoſe. that periſbed in the flood, or 
| rather to thoſe that were in bonds, [at that time, 
Per. ii. 18, 19:]as cell as to thoſe that were re- 
trained in 7972 and in cuſtody? Moreover, I 
' bave demonſtrated in the ſecond of my Stromata 
[p. 379.] that the Apoſtles followed our Lord, and 
preached the Goſpel to thoſe in Hades. For it 
was proper, 1 ſuppoſe, as well there as here, that 
the beſt of bis diſciples ſhould imitate their maſter : 
That ſo He might bring the Hebrews, and They 
bring the Gentiles to be converted; that is, thoſe 
that had lived righteouſly according to the Law, 
and according io Philoſophy; but not perfectly: But 
fo as to have paſſed their lives in a ſinful way. For 
it became the divine diſpenſation, that thoſe who 
were in the greateſt degree righteous, and had li- 
ved exceeding well; be/ides thoſe that had repented 
of therr fins, who were in another place, but ſtill 
under the deminion of God Almighty, ſuould be fo 
ve 
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ved in their ſeveral ways of Elder, The Agent 


in this caſe is, 1 ſuppoſe, no other than our Savi- 
our: Becauſe it is his buſineſs to ſave men. 
thing be accordingly brought to paſs, and drew to 


Which 


ſaboation thoſe that were deſirous to believe on him, 


Herman. 
Simil. ix. 


916. 


Matt. 
Xxxvii. 52, 


* 


De Pœnitent. c. 12. 
| treaſure of laſting fire, when ſuch ſmaller outlets of 


by preaching to them, whereſoever they were. If 
* therefore our Lord deſcended into Hades for no 
oller reaſon than that be might preach the Goſpel; 
. which is the truth: He either deſcended to preach 
the Goſpel to all or only to the Hebrews. If it were 


to all, all that believed on him ſhall be ſaved, al- 


the they be of the Gentiles, while they confeſs bim 
tere. For the puniſhments of God bring Salvati- 
on, and are for correction, and bring men to con- 
ver ſion, and chooſe the repentance of a ſinner, rather 
. than his death. Which the ſouls now freed from their 
Bodies perceive more purely, altho they be dark- 


ned by their paſſions ;, becauſe they are no longer 


_ diſturbed by the fleſh. But if be preached the Goſpel 
0 the Jews only, who were defeftive in the know- 
edge of, and faith toward our Saviour, it will be 
evident that, becauſe God is no reſpecter of per ſons, 
the Apoſtles muſt prepare the Gentiles for converſion 


there, as well as Bere; and that ſaying of the Shep- 


© berd will be known to be right, They deſcended 
into water: The Apoſtles indeed alive, and 


aſcended thence alive alſo: While thoſe that 


were alleep before deſcended dead, but aſcended 

alive. "Moreover the Goſpel ſays, that Many bo- 
- dies of thoſe that were aſleep aroſe again, and 
| were tranſlated to a better tate, &c. 


 TzrTULLIAN, not yet a Montaniſt. 
What can we think if that 


zts ſmoke [in burning mountains] excite ſuch fla- 


ming ſtrokes, that tbe neighbouring cities are now no 


more? 
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more? The proudeſt mountains burſt aſunder by 
means of the fire in their bowels: And, what proves 
the perpetuity of the [future] judgment, while they 
burſt aſunder, while they are devoured, ſtill they are 
| never quite conſumed. Who is there that can efteem 
theſe puniſhments in mountains to be other than ſpe- 
cimens of that judgment which threatens us? Who 
can avoid ſeeing, that ſuch ſparks as theſe muſt 
be certain darts and projectils that are ſent out be- 

forehand for our trial ? &c. 1 

De Præſcrip. & 13. To adjudge the profane to perpe- 
. tual fire; This is in Tertullian's ſecond Creed. 


N. B. We may here take notice of a very re- 
markable point of doctrine, with relation to the 
nature and duration of Hell Torments; which tho 
implied by many ancienter authors before, yet is 
here plainer than any of the reſt, viz. That this 
unquenchable fire is to ariſe from our own earth, 
in its preſent ſtrate; and to burn up the wicked 
while it is ſuch an earth, and no longer. So that 
„Junleſs this firft earth be to laſt as long as its Crea- 
tor laſts; and there is never to be a New Earth at all: Apoc. xx. 
At leaſt unleſs this firſt earth be never to flee away, ſo": 3): & 
that no place be found for it; both which events yet 
St John aſſures us are to come to pals before the 
reſurrection, and the end of the general judgment; 
the duration of torments ariſing from the firſt earth, 
cannot be properly eternal, or coeternal with its 
Creator. Nor could our Tertullian, in particular, 
while he ſo evidently derived theſe perpetual tor- 
ments from our preſent earth, be once ſuppoſed to 
believe them to be properly eternal, or coeternal with 
God. I mean this only while he was a Catholic 
Chriſtian : As he was when he wrote the account 
before us: And until he began to fall into the 
Montaniſt Enthuſiaſm ; as he did not long afterward. 


TeRk-- 
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TzRTULLIAN, when he was an imperfect Mon- 


Apologet. c. 18. After the world is over, God will 
judge bis worſhippers; ſo as to beſtow on them the 
reward of eternal life; and to caſt the profane into 
& fire, æque perpetem & jugem; equally per- 
petual, and continual. as mY, 


N. B. This is the firſt: undiſputed teftimony in 
Chriſtian antiquity that I have met with, which 
makes the puniſhment of the wicked of equal du- 
ration with the happineſs of the Good in the world 
to come. Whether Teriu/kan now thought them 
both properly eternal, or coeternal with God, does 
not certainly appear in this place : But it may be 
ſtrongly conjectured that he did. He was now 
Orig. of going apace into the Montaniſt Enthuſiaſm, when 
Sabell. he wrote this his Apologetick, as I have elſewhere 
ant  remark'd. From which Enthuſiaſm, it plainly 
Doctrines appears, as Dr. Lee has obſerv*d, Hiſt. of Montan-' 
ofthe iſm, pag. 231. many of his peculiar notions were 
Trinity, P. deriv'd. Among which Montaniſt Opinions I am 


: 8 J. P. inclinꝰd to reckon this before us. For I meet 
58. with no ſuch aſſertion in his ſeven Books written 


while he was a Catholic Chriſtian ; but rather the 
contrary: As I have juſt now remark'd. And 
- _ altho* our Saviour, and the reſt of the ſacred and 
primitive writers perpetually uſe ſome of the ſame 
words, as,, and aiune- i. e. for an age, and laſting 
for an age, &c. both of the rewards of the good, 
and the puniſhments of the bad in the world to 
come; yet are thoſe words too ambiguous both 
in nature and uſe to aſſure us of any ſuch equality: 
Becauſe an age, or laſting for an age, may imply 
vaſtly different lengths or periods of ycars: And 


for 
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for certain do ſo in very many places in Scrip- 
ture: As we have ſeen already, pag. 21—23. 
prius. And when we compare the other expreſ- 
ſions belonging to thoſe rewards and puniſh- 
ments, we very often find them to be of a much 


higher and more enlarged nature concerning the 


rewards, than the puniſhments: as we have no- 


ted all along this paper. But then, As to the 
errors and miſtakes, particularly the erroneous }. 


and miſtaken interpretations of Scripture, ari- 
{ſing from this Tertullian, after he was become a 


Montaniſt ; and the great caution neceſſary in 


reading thoſe Fathers, eſpecially thoſe Latin 
Fathers, that came after him, and followed 
him; ſee the Nota Bene, in my True Origin 
of the Sabellian and Athanaſian Dofrines of 
the Trinity, pag. 8 1.—84. | 


OR1GEN, 


I is well known that Origen was fo far from 
believing the torments of Hell properly eter- 
nal, that he hoped for much more relief to 
the damned, than the bare denyal of that eter- 
nity came to: And bad expectations that not 
they only, but the Devil himſelf, and his wicked 
angels, and demons, whoſe temptations brought 
the wicked to that place of torment, would 
themſelves, at laſt. be ſaved. See Peri Ar- 
chon il. 11. and Huetius's Origeniana, pag. 
138, —162. So I need not ſet down the par- 


ticular 8 out of Origen to this pur- 


poſe. Only I muſt intimate to my Rea- 
ders here, that I intend hereafter to make 
ſome enquiry into the foundations of theſe 
hopes of Origen, and his followers. In the 
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mean time I muſt produce one of his re- 
markable teſtimonies, tho* produc'd by me 
elſewhere on another occaſion, out of his ſe- 
cond Book, Peri Achon, Chap. III. concern- 


ing the words generally uſed of the Rewards 
and puniſhments of the future world: As al- 


fo his equally remarkable teſtimony to our 


Saviour*s preaching in Hades. 


If there be ſomewhat greater, ſays Origen, than 


ages, or eternities; /o that thoſe ages or eter- 


nities may indeed be underſtood as to creatures; 


but as to other beings that exceed and tranſcend 
the viſible creatures, which perbaps will be at 
the reſtitution of all things, when there ſpall be 
an intirs conſummation of the univerſe, 
I may be ſomewhat more than is an age or 
eternity; than are ages or eternitiesz nay tban 
ages of ages, or eternities of eternities them- 
ſelves: That is 10 ſay, Not when things are in 


this world or this age, but when God is all i in 


all, &c. 


Orig. contr. Celſ. L. II. pag. 85; ' Celſus * thus 


fo us, To be ſure you wo not ſay of Fefus, that 
«© When be could not perſuade: men in this 
& world, he was ſent to Hades to - perſuade 
< thoſe that were there. Yes: Whether. be 
will or no we ſay this, That while he was in 
the body, he perſuaded a great many; nay fo 
many that he bad ſnares laid for him on account 
of the multitude of bis followers: And that 
when his ſoul was in a nated ſtate, without his 
body, be diſcourſed with ſouls that were alſo 
naked without their bodies; converting to him- 
ſelf the fouls of thoſe that were willing, or ſuch 
as be — beſt dypejed, on ** of what be 
| concerning them. 


£ ; | N. B. 


L 


N. B. It ſeems to me probable, from the 


problematical way of Origen's Enquiries in 
the former of theſe citations, that thoſe anci- 
ent deſcriptions of the duration of the joys of 
Heaven, and torments of Hell which ſeemed 


to limit them to ax age, or to certain ages, or 
to apes of ages, and. none of them originally 


extended at all to coeternity with God himſelf, 
began now to be miſunderſtood by the Church, 
and to be interpreted of a really unlimited 
or everlaſting duration. The original of this 
folly I aſcribe to the Montaniſt Enthuſiaſm; 
and its conveyance down to its ſeveral off- 
ſprings of old Hereticks. As accordingly I 


imagine it came down by them to thoſe ig- 


' Horant and fatal Hereticks, Marcellus and 
Athanaſizs 5 and by them to their unhappy 
Patron, and followers Pope Julius, and the 
Church of Rome; and by them to the mo- 
dern Athanaſians, who have long ſpread ſuch 
groundleſs and ſcholaſtick ſubtilties and he- 
reſies over the Chriſtian world: Where they 
continue rooted to this very day: But whick 
ſeem to me intirely deſtitute of any ſolid foun- 
dation whatever, in the ſacred and moſt Pimi- 
tive writers themſelves. 


CYPRIAN. 


Epiſt. ad Demetrian. Believe him who wil inflit 
on unbelievers the laſting [or everlaſting] pu- 
niſbment of Heil. The fire of Hell, which 
is continually burning, will burn up thoſe that 
are ap to it. Adevouring puniſhment will 

conſume them, by its living flames. Nor will 


thoſe torments allow S _— or 7 * wa 
be 
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The fouls will be preſerved, together with their 
bodies, on purpoſe to be grievouſly tormented, 
According io that faithful Oracle of Scrip- 
ture, which Jays, Their worm fhall not dye; 
and their fire ſhall not be quenched; and 
they ſhall be a ſpectacle to all fleſh —— Then 
repentance will be fruilleſs, as well as the 
grief ariſing from pain; lamentation will be 
10 no f urpoſe; and prayers will be ineffectual. 


VN. B. Cyprian ſuppoſes the laſt words of 
Jſaiab directly to belong to the torments of 
Hell; and that the wicked or their carcaſſes 
ſhall be a ſpectacle to all fleſh, when they are in 
Hell; contrary to the ſacred and other ori- 
ginal writers, who allow the good and bad 
to ſee one another in Hades, but not in Geben- 
na. But whether he believed the torments to 
be properly eternal. I do not certainly know. 


ATHENAGORAS. 


De Mortuor. Reſurrect. $ 11. See the ſame 
language again preſently. Our Creator has 
allotted to thoſe who bear his image within 
them, and have a mind alſo, and are partakers 
of rational judgment, Tw «i; «i hepory continu- 
ance for ever. That they may without any 

- pains omticumiteu continue equal number of ages 
I | in being with that law, and that juſtice which 
they bave followed. 

$13. Ht is altogether neceſſary that the conti- 

nuance of the body in its own form rg ti; HN 

 Eniuvrinry ourdidurigtu, be during an equal number 
of ages with the endleſs duration of the ſoul. 

$ 14. Aſier this life we expect @ continuance 

' in being with incarruption: Neither making 

| our 


. 

our duration fo ſmall, as to be no longer than 
the death of brutes : Nor eſteeming our dura- 
tion equal to that of beings that are immor- 
tal: Leſt we ſhould equal the nature and life 
of man to ſuch things as are diſagreeable 
thereto. | es _ 

$18. He would not err that ſhould ſay, that 
the End of a wiſe life, and of rational judę- 
ment is cuidiaiurigei to continue as many ages in 

being without diſiraftion, as reafon requires, 
* EN | 


N. B. We ſee that tho* Athenagoras ſpeaks 
of the continuance of good men «i; 4}, which 
we render for ever, and which is very near 
Plato's expreſſion for the duration of the tor- 
ments of the damned, as we ſhall ſee hereafter 
and tho? he uſes the very word 4rawrile. end- 
leſs of the ſame duration; yet does he cauti- 
ouſly ſtill uſe the words Nag, and expreſly 

_ cautions us againſt that ſuppoſal of any thing 
like coeternity with God ; nay, of an equal du- 
ration with other inferior immortal beings al- 
ſo: Which muſt be underſtood certainly of 
the Thrones and Dominions, c. of the invi- 
ſible world. All which he allows to have a 
duration longer than mankind: Which therefore 
could not be, in his opinion, properly eternal. 


MinvuTivs FELIX. 


Octavius 8 54. However, men are admoniſhed 
by the books of very learned men, and by 
the verſes of the Poets, of that fiery torrent, 
and that intenſe heat which is more than once 
encompaſſed with the Stygian Late; what 
, things 


Ibings are prepared for eternal torments. Theſe 
things are known from ihe diſcoveries of De- 
mom, and from the prophetice Oracles. On 
. *ohich account Jupiter, the King himſelf among 
. tbe beathens, ſwears by the ſhores of that tor- 
rent, and by its black vortices; and this moſt 
. weligrouſly. For be is conſcious beforehand of 
be puniſoment that is ordained for him and his 
evor/ſhippers4. and trembles at ii. Nor is there 
any bounds, nor any end ſet to thoſe torments. 

There it is that the fire is ſo ſagacious as 19 
burn, and yet reſtore the members ; to ſeize up- 
on them, and yet to nouriſh them. As does 
 . Lightning that goes along with Thunder, touch 
Bodies, but not conſume them. As the caſe is 
alſo in the fires of Etna and Veſuvius, and 
of thoſe countries which bave Vulcanos, which 
are every where : they continue to burn, yet 
are they. not ſpent. So that that fire which 
is ordained for puniſhment is not fed in or- 
der to diftreſs thoſe that are on fire in it; 
ut is nouriſbed by. the tearing bodies to pieces; 
' which yet are never quite conſumed there- 


. 


N. B. Whether this poetical deſcription of 
the torments of Hell, does really imply the Opi- 
nion of Minucius Felix, that they were to be 
abſolutely eternal or coeternal with God I very 
much doubt. If the ſame allowances. be here 
made, which we always make in the caſe of 
poetical deſeriptions enlarged upon by orators, 
they will by no means inforce any ſuch conſtruc- 
ons However, from this, and perhaps other the 

Ke. poetical deſcriptions, Laftantius ſeems to 
have taken part of his more dogmatical aſſer- 


ure; 


1 871 


tions of the ſame r! : as we ſhall ſee hereaf- 


ter. To my Note upon whoſe words. I refer _ 


my a: Upon this occaſion. 


| NovaTian. 


De Trinitat. cap. v. That God is angry, 8 


not proceed from any vice he is ſubject to; but 
the exerciſes. that anger for our curation. For 
he is then indulgent to us, even when he threat- 
ens us: as by thoſe threatnings men are reco- 
Dered to ws duty, And therefore it is, 
that all ſuch anger, or hatred, or the like 
Paſſions aſcribed to God; becauſe they are de- 
ſigned as medicines (as is clear of 2 3) are 
to be ſuppoſed to proceed, not from vicious 
inclinations, but from rndent conduct. 


N. B. Since I meet. with no direct teſti- 
monies in this excellent author, relating to 
the duration of Hell Torments, excepting 


his notions of innumerable material worlds, 
created by God, and ſucceeding one another; 
of which, this we live in may be eſteem- 
ed the lateſt of all; which no way fa- 


vours any created beings coeternity. with God, 
either: a Lars ante, or a partie poſt, but the 


contrary: 1 have ſet down theſe general paſ- 
ſages; * ſnew that their author would 
hardly have been averſe to a ſuppoſal, that 
even the puniſhments; of Hades may be in- 
tended as — alſo. Which we have 
found to have been the doctrine of ſo ma- 
ny others b him. © | 


| 12 
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ARNOB!I us. © 


L. ii. The authority of Plato does not great- 
ly differ from the truth, For altho* the 
man were of a mild and humane diſpoſition, 
and believed it an inhuman thing to have 
fouls condemned to capital puniſhment z yet 
did be juſpeft, not. without reaſon, that they 
Were to be caſt into torrents of flame, and 
wwhirlpools of mire. For when they are taſt 
| either they are annihilated, and come to no- 
1 thing: And ſo avoid their pains by being 
= | E. Taue orever.——The real death of a 
11M man is this; that the ſouls which know not 
THR h | God, are conſumed by the fery torments, in 
14 | : a Very long time, &c. be 


N. B. Theſe teſtimonies of Anni are 
very plain, and let us know diſtinctly that 
both Plato and he determined the torments 

of the wicked to be of a long duration 
indeed 3 but to end at uſt in ene anni - 


LI CTANT vs. 


De Vit. "OR Vit. 21. Becauſe bes men 
have contrafted their fins in their bodies, they 
Hall be cloathed in fleſh again; that they 

may pay back the borrid guilt they have con- 


as fo in their bodies. . will not that 


fleſh of theirs, which God will cloath men 
th, be like this earthly body, but indifſolu- 
3 and ſuch as will endure for ever: That 

it may be able to bear ſuch torments, and 

4 erat fire. The Nature of which fire is 


gif- 


4. 5 
different from that with us, which we make. 
aſe of in the neceſſary affairs of life, and 
which is extinguiſhed unleſs it be nouriſhed © 
by fewel for its ſupport. But this divine © 
p< always lives, and is vigorous without 
any thing to nouriſh it, Nor has it any ſmoke 
mixed with it.—This divine fire therefore, 
. will, by the ſame force, and power, burn 
the wicked, and at the ſame time create 
them again: And ſo much as it conſumes of 
their bodies, will it replace again, and afford 
eternal fewel for itſelf, &c. | 


N. B. This account of Hell fire, may 
be ſtyled a Philoſophical Romance of Laftan- 
tius's, It being almoſt intirely unſupported, 
nay contradicted by every part of divine 
_ revelation, and almoſt all the foregoing pri- 
mitive accounts derived therefrom, Lafan- 
tius's fire is ſuch as was never heard of be- 
fore. It ſupports itſelf for ever, without few- 
el. While the bodies of the damned, were 
ever before eſteemed to be its fewel. Ir 
has no ſmoke; whereas the ſmoke of Hell fire 
is famous in Jaiab. Eſdras, and the Apoca- 
lipſe; as we have ſeen already. It properly 
conſumes neither itſelf, nor thoſe bodies that 
are in itz nay creates immediately again, 
what it had been conſuming, contrary to all- 
experience, and the teſtimonies of ſcripture ; 
which ever make it properly to conſume the 
bodies of the wicked. Nay after all, it ſup- 
plies itſelf with fewel, contrary to all other 
firez altho* it even now ſupported itſelf for 
ever without fewel. Nor is the fleſh to be 
here burnt and I capable of diſſolu- 

| bs 5 tion 
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Gon for ever. So that this ſtrange account 
in LaFantius, which has been, I ſuppoſe, fol- 
lowed by many other later fchememakers ſince, 
is, inkirely different from thoſe of all our eat- 
Heft ſacred and chriſtian Records? and is 
therefore of no valuꝭ nat confiderarion'ar ay, 
in the enquiry before us. Yet, does it not 
ſufficiently appear to me, whetfler Ladiantjus 
meant that t eſe torments were to endure 
any longer "than the duration of: the world, 
or earth itſelf. Here being no ſuch words 
as imply a ſtrict Zrerviity, or corternity” with 
God. Such a notion alſo being, I think, hard- 
ly ever ſtarted before the days © Athanafi- 
us, that any begotten, or created being had 
been à parte ante, or were ro bea parte Poſt, 
truly and properly coeternal to its Creator. 
B. Since we have now taken a view 

of the Old and Neto Teſtament, and of three 
centuries of the Church; and are come to 
that fatal fourth century, when the an and 
Athanaſian controverſies over: urned no ſmall 
part of our ald genuine Chi iſtianity, and when 
the underſtanding the ancient language about 
the ages, or etermties a parte poſt, would great- 
ly have influenced the notion of the like ages, 


or eternities, a parte ante, 80 the pro- 
u 


per eternity of the ſon of God, of ſuch "chal 
conſequence in thoſe diſputes, I ſhall*nor iter 
into that century any farther. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that the genuine Euſebians, or that 
part of the church which retained the old Chri- 
ian Faith unpolluted by any ſuch novelties, 
ha appear to have come into this notion of 
roper eternity of the puniſhments of the 

_ ed, as the * zans gradually, and but 


9 


<d 


4 
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gradually did. See Huetius's Origeniana, 
pag. 158—162. And that one of the chief 
patrons of Euſebianiſin, or old Chriſtianity, and 
onę of the beſt men of the IVth century, I mean 
Eunomius, was certainly and directly againſt it. 
See Fabricius Bibliotheca Græca, vol. viii. pag. 
2509. who informs us that in Zonaras's repre- 
ſentation of his opinion, what the ſcripture 
ſpeaks of the eternity of the puniſhments of the 
damned wes only by way of a figment ſo threat- 
ned us barely in terrorem, without any farther 
reality. This was indeed very nearly Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſan's notion, of which hereafter; 
but that it was Eunomius's own opinion I am 
not equally ſatisfled. So far only we may be 
ſecure, both from Zonaras and Harmenopu- 
Jus's teſtimonies, that Eunomius did not allow 
the words of Scripture expreſſing that durati- 
on to denote an ab/olute eternity, as did the A- 
thanaſians. 5 

VN. B. It is alſo here, for a concluſion, to 
be taken great notice of, that ayirvnlogy or &yirlog, 
which were of old of the very ſame ſignificati- 
on, and and may well enough be rendered co- 
eternal with God, a parte ante; and that owaivu, 
which properly ſignifics coeternal with God, 4 
parte poſt, are the only Greek words that pro- 
perly denote ſuch an abſolute eternity. And 
as the former word, aride, or vinſlos, is hardly 
ever uſed of the antiquity of the ſon, a parte 
ante; ſo is not the latter, vai, ever uſed, 1 
think, of the future duration of any created 
beings whatſo:ver, much leſs of the dura- 
tion of the wicked in Hell Torments, for more 
than three entire centuries of the Church. Such 
groundleſs notions ſeeming to me no other 


5 6 than 


[ 92 ] | 
than the product of the ignorance and follies of 
the Athanafians of the fourth, or at the higheſt, 
of the enthuſiaſm, of the Montaniſts, in the lat- 
ter part of the ſecond century of the Church. 
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"OBSERVATIONS. 
I. XT Either the Devil, nor his angels, and 
IN dzmons, nor wicked men, are to be 
caſt into Gebenna or Hell fire, till the day of the 


ol 


great judgment. . wa 5 
This propoſition has been more than once 
touched upon already; but it being a doctrine 
of great conſequence, yay plain both in the 
New Teſlament, and in all primitive antiquity, 
and yet little known by the generality of chri- 
ſtian people, I ſhall fully prove it; and that 
in the words of Dr. V hitby, in his Comment 
W | 
God ſpared not the Angels that finned, 
ſays the Doctor, but raflagioas, caſt them down 
e Hell, [into Tartarus. a part of Hades,) and 
delivered them to chains of darkneſs, to be 
© reſerved unto judgment. ] Teflagira;, Tartarus, 
** ſaith Phavorinus, is de d d e, the ſub- 
© terreſtrial air, where the ſun comes not. It ſig- 
.<«« nifies alſo, ſaith Suidas, +» wifi vd vin v, the 
4 Place iin tbe clouds, Or inthe atr. Hence Taglagy : 
e 21aiſe and i Fegolila, in Homer. To intimate, 
« that Tartarus was the dark air. As Crates 
cc in Stephanus ſays. O Ang uTUY*19; ts reg, or- 
4 g. Fades is a dark place, under the _ 
ſau 


* 4 


* 
> 
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* ſaith Porpbyry, where ſouls are tormented, 
*6 zi, Aug aupvet᷑ oxerw, in utter darkneſs. Apud Stob: 


„ Ececl. Ph. p. 133. Theſe Angels being 


4 therefore [formerly] placed in the bright re- 
<< pions of the heavenly light, and being now 
*«.confir?d to the dark air, (whence Satan is 
called the Prince of the power of the air :) are 
«© ſaid to be caſt down into Tartarus. And 
<'this ſuits with the opinion both of the Hea- 
* thens, and Jews; who hold that the air was 
6 full of ſpirits, or demons: (See the note on 
* Eph. ii. 2.) but chiefly of the ancient fa- 
.** thers: According to thoſe words of Jerom, 
in his Comment on that paſſage of St. Paul, 
* Againſt ſdiritual wickedneſs, is rol; inuparloc: in 
+ celeſtibus, that is, ſaith he, in the air. For 
this is the opinion of all the Doctors, that 
the air which divides between the earth and 
heaven, is full of contrary powers. He is 
e ſtyled the Prince of the power of the air, ſays 
© CEcumentius, becauſe he is Prince of the evil 
* ſpirits that are in the air. Not as baving do- 
„ minion, ſaith Theopbylact, but only his habita- 
tion there. That this was the opinion of moſt 
of the ancients, See Petavius de Angelis, I. iii. 
„c. 4. Now hence it follows, that though 
ce the Devil and his Angels are at preſent for 
ever baniſhed from the Divine Preſence, and 
ſo do ſuffer the puniſhment of loſs now of the 
<« beatifick viſion; tho? they are, in the lan- 
« guage of Tertullian, Prædamnati ad judicii 
diem, condemned beforehand to the tremend- 
* ous day; prædeſtinati ſupplicio ſempiterno, 
fore- ordained to eternal puniſhment, ſaith St. 
« Auſtin; Reſervati in diem judicii, reſerved to 
ﬆ* tbe day of judgmeut, ſaith Origen, an J St. 
eter 


N r 
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« Peter here; or kept in cbains & darkneſs to 
<< zbat day, ſaith St. Jude. And knowing and 
«+: believing this, they cannot chuſe but iremble, 
e and be filled with preſent horror. Let is 
the doctrine of Rupertus highly probable, 
„that, At preſent they are not ſuffering in the 
* ifernal fene but have their reſidence in the 
art uir. Whence, at the day of judgment, 


| © they ſhall be precipitated into the fire, prepo 


red for the Devil, and his angels. ” 
(.) Becauſe this ſeems to:have been the opi- 
nion of all antiquity, for five whole centuries 
„together. As appears not only from their com- 
e mon doctrine mentioned before, that they at 
40 preſent, had their habitation in the air; but 
*alſofrom their expreſs. words: who ſpeak ſtil 
*in the future of their infernal puniſhments; 
e ſaying, as Juſtin Martyr, That they. ſhall be pu- 
<< 1iſhed-with eternal fire. For that they are now 
Baniſbed by the name of Jeſus, is an indication ef 
© their future puniſhments in everlaſting fire. This 
„ he confeſſes und rare paar ro Ow, That God 
* bath*not yet done it. But yet he faith, Chriſt 
« hath foretold that he and his angels ſhall be caſt 
into the fire, and everlaſtingly tormented there, 
And Tatianus ſaith of them, The Lord of all 
things ſuffers them to expatiate, or inſult till the 
time of Ibe. diſſolution of the world, and till the 
% Fudge comes. Tertullian faith, That their 
*© deſperate condition, on the account of their be- 
ing ee, before, receives ſome comfort from 
*© the delay of their puniſhment. Minutius Felix 
* ſaith, That be foreknowing, trembles at the pu- 
i niſhment appointed for him, and thoſe that wor- 


ip him. Lactantius, That at the time of 


Jjudg- 


951 
judgment, this prince, with his miniſters, will 
4e be laid bold on, and condemned to puniſpment. 

« Secondly, This muſt be the doctrine of 
„ thoſe fathers, who held, that the Devil knew 
not that he ſhould be certainly condemned, 
* till our Lord's advent, and therefore durſt 
© not before blaſpheme God: which was the 
doctrine of Juſtin Martyr, Ireneus, Euſebius, 
and Epipbanius: Or as CEcumenius interprets 


* them, He did not know it manifeſtly, as be- 


ing only obſcurely hinted at by the Prophets. 


« But when Cbriſt's coming declared manifeſtly, 


that everlaſting fire was prepared for bim and 
% Bis angels, be ceaſed not to practiſe bis wiles 
% againſt his ſaints. And this doctrine they foun- 
„ ded on the following Scriptures. viz. 

- **(x.) That queſtion which theſe Devils 
put to Chriſt Art thou come to torment us Be- 
fore the time? Concluding hence, that not 


«this preſent age, but the future, was the time 


ehen theſe evil ſpirits were to be puniſhed, 
<* as Origen ſaith twice. They thought, ſaith 
St. Jerom, Ad judicandos ſe veniſſe, that 
Cbriſt was come to judge them. Saith Chryſo- 
* ſtom, Oux c Tov X&p6v TG nod that be 
% ould not ſtay till the time of puniſhment : i. e. 
c till the day of judgment. Hence Maldonate 
upon the place admires at the great conſent 
of the ancients in this opinion. 


„This, ſecondly, they gathered from thoſe 


« words of Chriſt, Depart from me, ye wicked, 
into the fire prepared for the Devil and his an- 
gels: Whence they concluded, with St. Ber- 
e zard, that the ſentence againſt them was de- 
c termined, but was not yet paſt upon them, 
* and that, Diabolo ignis paratus, etſi nondum 
| 5 ille 


7761 


64 jſle præcipitatus in ignem, the fire was indeed 1 


« prepared for the Devil, but be was not yet caſt 
« into it. | 

4 But hirdly, This they chiefly concluded 
from theſe words of St. Peter, and St. Jude, 
<« that, They were reſerved unto the day of judg- 
i ment, to be puniſhed. Nor is it eaſy to con- 
+ ceive a more natural conſequence than this: 
They are reſerved to tne: day of judgment 


to be puniſhed, therefore they are not yet 


<< puniſhed with the fire prepared for the De- 
« vil and his angels. | 

% And, laſtly, This they gathered from the 
« Revelation of St. John, who often ſaith, 
* that the Old Serpent, the Devil, ſhall be caſt 
into the lake of fire and brimſtone, at the day 
& of judgment. To which the frequent lay- 
« ings of St. Auſtin do refer. | 
Since then, To torment the Devils at our 
4 Saviour's advent, was to torment them be- 
« fore the time of torment: Seeing our Savi- 
* our, when he ſhall paſs the final Sentence, 
* will only amand the wicked to the fire 
prepared far, not actually tormenting them, 
& the Devil and his angels: Seeing they only 
„are reſerved in chains of darknejs, io the day 
e judgment to be puniſhed; and ſo the ſen 


= * tence, and the execution of it, is no more 


paſſed upon them, than upon the priſoner 
* that's kept in chains for the aſſizes: Seeing 
* the Devil is only faid to be then caſt into the 
* lake of fire and brimſtone, when the judge fat 
% upon the throne, and all men were judged 
* according to their works: There feems ſuf- 
“ "ficient reaſon to aſſert, that even the Devils 
80 hall not be „ in the inſernal flames 
f s ce un- 


E 
| ke untill the day of judgment. And if not 
<« they, then much leſs wicked men.” So far 
Dr. Whitby. See Mr. Mede's IVth Diſcourſe on 
2 Pet. ii. 4. Op. pag. 30—33. and Biſhop 
Smalridge's laſt Sermon, pag. 606—6 16. 

II. That this proper eternity of Hell Tor- 
ments, is no fundamental doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, is very plain from its being intirely omit- 
ted in all the five original catalogues that we 
have of thoſe fundamental doctrines: 1 mean tlie 
Preface to the Catholick Lidaſcaly ; with the 
Didaſcally itſelf ; where we have, in a manner, 
the very ſame imperfect catalogue thrice re- 
peated : The Baptiſmal Creed, which is the per- 
fect Catalogue: And all theſe in the Apoſtoli- 
cal Conſtitutions. The other ſtill more imper- 
fect catalogue is in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
In the farſt of theſe catalogues, the words that 
at all concern our preſent ſubject, are theſe : 


” *., 


Chriſt is the cauſe of the Reſurrection, Conſlitut,' 


and of the Judgment, and of the Ketribution z Vi, 11. 


which ſhall be made by him. In the ſecond ca- 


talogue they are theſc: Me profeſs there will be ibid. 


a Reſurrettion both of the juſt and unjuſt, and a 
Retribution. In the third they are theſe 
You are to believe the Reſurrection, and the 


Judgment, and to expect the Retribution, Inc. 18. 


the fourth, or perfect catalogue, the Baptiſmal 


Creed itſelf, the words are: I believe, and am vii. 41. 


to be baptized—unto the Reſurrection of the fleſh ; 
and unto the Remiſſion of ſins; and unto the king- 
dom of Heaven; and unto the life of the world to 
come. In the fifth, and laſt and moſt imperfect 
catalogue, which is in the Epiſtle to the He- 


brews, the words are—The Reſurrection of the Heb. vi, 


lead, and ugipelo; ala, judgment for an age, ora. 
O ages. 


Cyril Ca- 
3 techiſ. i 
'F xviii. 13. 
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apes. None of which at all imply the proper 


Eternity of Hell Torments. Nay they ſcent 
generally to omit the direct mention of that ar- 
ticle of the puniſhment of the wicked on pur- 

ſe ; as of ſmall conſequence, in compariſon 
of that of the happineſs of the good: [See 4 
Eſd. viii. 55, Sc. pag. 30. prius.] It is alſo 
farther remarkable, that Cyril of Feruſalem, in 
his Baptiſmal Creed, and Cathetick Lectures 
on theſe fundamental Articles of the ſame creed, 
wholly omits the puniſhment of the wicked: 
As does alſo the Nicene or Conſtantinopolitan 
creed; and our common Creed itſelf; with the 
Euſebian Creeds of the fourth century. How 
boldly ſoever Biſhop Pearſon, and others of 
our modern Comments upon the ſame Article, do 
include that puniſhment alſo. Now had this 
been a known doctrine of Chriſtianity, that 


much the greateſt part of mankind were to be 
miſerable, as long as the ſmaller part ſhould be 
happy; and both during a coeternity with God; 
it was next to impoſſible that this moſt impor- 


tant article ſhould have been ſo haſtily paſſed 
over by the Apoſtles, as we find it conſtantly 
to have been. Nor is there any old private 


catalogue of fundamentals, which may be cal- 


led a Creed, that enlarges upon this article any 
farther, till thoſe of Irenæus, towards the end of 
the ſecond century, as appears from the Table 
of - ancient Creeds by me long ago publiſhed. 
All which certain facts do highly deſerve the 
reflection of the inquiſitive, * * 


III. It is very remarkable alſo, what has 
been already, in part, noted, that excepting the 
caſe of Gog and Magog, an unknown wicked 


pco- 
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people after the Millenium is over, Apoc. xx. 
10. I do not find once in all the New Tefta- 
ment any mention of ae, or ages : much leſs 
of ain Tay aiwmwy, Or ages of ages, when | the du 
ration of the torments of Hell are deſcribed, 
While thoſe other longer, far longer durations, 
are frequently aſcribed to the happineſs of the 
good in heaven, and to the praiſes they give to 
God through them all; as we have already 
ſeen, To which may be aded the texts follow. 


ing. 


Dan. xii. 3. They that turn many lo righleouſ* 
neſs ſhall ſhine as the ſtars, «i; rd a ri for 
an age, and farther: Or in the other copy, 
lic The aiarac, for ages, | 
4 EsD. vii. $93. Arab: That the good may' 
attain the privalion of death for ever and 
ever. 

v. 43. Whoſe life ſhall not dye, and corruption is 
removed far from it. 

viii. 33. The reward in the world to come, which 
hath no end. | 

Luk. xx. 36. Neither can they dye any more: 
For they are equal unto the Angels; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the 
reſurrection. 

Rom. ii. 7. Who will render to thoſe that ſeeł 
glory, and honour, and api, incorruption, 
a laſting life. 

1 Cor. ix. 25. They do i to obtain Paglu cipao, 
a corruptible crown; but we 499g, an in- 
corruptible. 

xv. 52. The dead ſball be raiſed 290% incor- 

ruptible. Te ne: 

Ver, 53. For this incorruptible muſt} put on 

| Q 2 apbar 


On — 


I 
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Ag hago lan, incorruption 3 and this mortal muſt 
put on dba u, Immortality. See ver. 34. 
2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Our light affliftion which is 
but a«gailize, for a while, worketh for us, rad: 
d reg So eic Dig % Bage- OGEnce A far more 
exceeding, laſting, weight of glory. 

Een. iii. 21. To God be all glory in the church, 
fic clo. rg Yee 78 1. Tav aiwmuy, to all gene- 
rations of the age of ages. 

1 Theſſ. iv. 17. So ſhall 'we be airs, ever with 

the Lord. kw N 

2 T1. i. 10. Cbriſt hath aboliſhed death, and 

_ hath br ought d 2 cb ,., life and incor- 
ruption, i. e. an incorruptible life 70 light by 
ES. = 

Hes. xi. 28. A Kingdom that is acuh, im- 
moveable. + | 

1 Per. i. 4. He hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope :——To an inheritance *Ma(o, x, 
Aulaiſor, x 4udpzilr, incorruptible, and undefi- 
led, and that fadeth not away. | 

V. 4. Ye ſhall receive H ο⁰e rs M Eng SiQavor, A 

crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

Apoc, XXU11. 5. T hey ſhall reign, 8c rg ανν¾ę· TWY 

| PIT for ages of ages. | | 

ConsTIT. vii. 27, We Bleſs thee ing rd abardry 
aiare- for that immortal age, which tbou haſt 
made known to us, by thy Son Feſus, 

c. 38. What lite. aivw, length of ages, will be 
ſufficient for men to be thankful ? 
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Now the conſequence of all this is clear, 
that we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe the puniſh- 
ment to be of equal duration with the reward; 
much leſs to ſuppoſe it coeternal with God, 
"Tis only one of thoſe ages which is directly 
as wo ' threat- 


* 


* 
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threatned to the wicked ; while an unlimited 
number of the ſame ages are ſuppoſed to be al- 
lotted to the good in the world to come, which 

uite takes away the common hypotheſis of 
their equal, and equally coeternal duration. 


IV. As to the two expreſſions that look 
the likeſt to a real eternity in the foregoing col- 
lection, I mean eraſe. and amipuyl ©, which we 
ſhould naturally render endleſs puniſoment : They 
for certain were not originally of that ſignifica- 
tion which we now affix to them. Tis ſaid 
by the Prophet Danzel of the Meſſiah, That his 
Kingdom ſhall not be deſtroyed, its wh; aids, for Dan. i, 
ages. And it hall ſtand «i; r ald for *+ 
ages. And again, That his power is aiun®:, yr & viii. 14. 
age neUoeTH /o laſting, that it ſhall not paſs away, 
and his Kingdom ſuch as 5 S«p0zg101a ſhall not 
be deſtroyed. As allo it is ſaid by the Angel of 
the Meſſi ah, Baointuoe ini Toy wxov TIavuo Ty 189 g, Luk. i. 
% TG Baoikias EUTY BY E! That He ſhall reign 33+ 
over the houſe of Facob for ages, and of his 
Kingdom there ſhall be no end. Nay in the Bap- 
tiſmal Creed it ſelf, in the Conſtitutions, as well 
as in our Nicene Creed, we find that Of this King- 
dom there ſhall be no end. And in the Epiſtle to vii. 41. 
the 2 ZJebrews alſo, the ſon's throne is ſaid to be, Heb. i. 8 
ate Toy alu TS awE" UNO an age of an age. Or, 
as the moderns might render it, Unto an elerni- 
ty. Yet are we qirectly aſſured by St. Paul, 
that at the day of judgment cometh - τοο. 
the end: When Chriſt ſpall have delivered up the Cor. xv. 
Kingdom to God even the Father. 7. — 28. 
may be all in all. St. Paul alſo cautions 
> 5 not to give heed yevearuy ac PLOT TI: to 
endleſs genealogies of the eus: Which yet were 
” not 


AT 
— . i... 


not any thing like endleſs in the ſtrict ſenſe of 


il. 44. 


1 5 


that word. Nor are we left wholly at a loſs 
about the true importance of ſuch phraſes in 
Scripture language. While the endless domini- 
nion of the Meſſiab in Daniel is ſtyled ſuch an 
everlaſting dominion as ſhall not paſs away : Such 
a Kingdom as ſball not be left to another people : 


As alſo ſuch an one as ſhall not be deſtroyed by 


any future Kingdom : As the four Monarchies 


. before deſcribed had been by one another ſuc- 
ceſſively. And while in St. Paul, this King- 


dom is to laſt no longer than till he ſhall have 


put down all rule, and all authority, and power; 


till he hath put all enemies under his feet, and all 
things are ſubdued under him. Which I take 
to be the certain and only meaning of ſuch end- 
leſs durations in the language of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles : Without the leaſt notion of any 
eveternity with God. Nor are the rather higher 
ancient expreſſions of that beginningleſs eternity, 
which is a parte ante, to be taken in ſuch a ſenſe 


as implies any coeternmiy with God backward: As 


the At hanaſians have groundleſly and long ſup- 
poſed. See my reply to the Lord Nottingham, 
concerning the Eternity of the Son and Holy Spi- 
rit, Pag- 52—68, at large, - 


V. It is certain, and agreed by all, that 


| ſome ſinners deſerve much greater puniſhment 


than others ; and that God will render to every 
one according to his works : That ſome will be 
beaten with many, and others with fete ſtripes, 
in the future world, Which moſt naturally 
implies that the puniſhment of ſome of the 
wicked ſhall be much longer than of others. 
Accordingly when Timothy tells Diognetus, as 

| ve. 


Wi 


we have ſeen p. | 56 that the mp awwviey Or eter nal 


fire that is prepared for the wicked will be only 


their puniſhment «ix to the end of the world, 
but no longer: And when pag. 68, 69. that 


Apoſtolical Perſon, who was the occaſion of 
Fuſtin Martyr's Converſion, ſuppoſed that the 


wicked ſhould be puniſbed in the other world on- 


ly fo long as it pleaſed God to continue them in be- 
ing, and to puniſh them; while for fear of en- 


couraging ſome of the vileſt of ſinners in their 


ſins, he would not ſecure ſach as they from a 
puniſhment e the end of time; he intirely ſup- 


poſes ſuch puniſhments to be of very different 


durations, according to the different demerits of 
_ * ſinners. Now if the torments of Hell be pro- 
perly eternal or coeternal with God, they muſt 
be of equal duration: Contrary to the moſt 


ee tes of right ia jul DUE GE. 
And ſhall not the judge of all the earth do right ? Gen. 


xviii. 254 


VI. I defire it may be obſerved, in oppo- 
ſition to many philoſophical ſuppoſals of the 


moderns, that the Fire of Gebenna or Hell, the 
unquenchahle fire, and the worm that never dies, 


in all rhe quotations above, are plainly under- 


ſtood to be literal. And that therefore it is 


that thoſe puniſhments do not take place till 
the reſurrection ; and till the fame man, com- 


poſed of the fame ſoul, and fame body that ſin- 


ned, are in being and united together again; 
and, by conſequence, equally capable of being 


corroded and devoured by worms, and of be- 


ing burht and conſumed by fire, as the ſinner 
was when he offended. And indeed it deſerves 


our remark farther, that the ancient Chriſtians 


had little notion of directly puniſhing a ſepa- 


Tate 
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rate foul, or a ſoul in another vehicle or body, 


for what the man compoſed of a ſoul and pre- 
| ſent body, had been guilty of, And did hard- 
ly think it conſiſtent with juſtice ſo to do. 
Their philoſophy eſteeming man to be made 


Prim. up of three parts; the rational ſoul, or ſpirit; 


Chri/. re- the ſenſitive ſoul; and the groſs body; and be- 


viv'd Lem- 


ma before lieving the ſenſitive ſoul, and the groſs body 
Prop. xv. to go together, and to have certain powers 


that might make them, in ſome meaſure, in- 

nocent or guilty, together with the rational 

Simil. v. ſoul or ſpirit itſelf: As St. Hermas plainly 
* -- 8 as. implies. , So that we could not, in their opi- 
De Reſur- nion, be properly judg'd; could not be pro- 
rect. 4 17. perly rewarded or puniſhed for what we did on 
earth, as men; till all the ſame three parts were 
united together again at the reſurrection. 

When they would be as capable of being eater 

up by worms, and conſumed by fire, as they were 
£ before they dyed. This is ſo clear by the moſt 


diſtin&t account of thoſe torments we have, I 


mean that in Foſephus's Homily concerning; 
Hades, that he aſſures us, the bodies of the 


wicked ſhall be raiſed again, not changed; nay 
even with the ſame Zodily diſtempers upon them 


with which they dyed; and which therefore 
will be part of. their puniſhment ; and indeed 
a, diſpoſition for becoming a ready prey for 
thoſe worms, and for that fire which are to 


conſume them in Hell. Moreover, It is ſome- 
what remarkable, that ſeveral of thoſe that 
have moſt of all deſerved theſe torments of 
Hell, I mean the barbarous perſecutors of good 
men, have been taken notice of as horribly tor- 
mented with ſuch worms preying upon their 
vacked bodies : As Dr. Prideaux has * . 
erve 


05 

ſerved, Connexion An. 164. [and ſome time of ati 

inward fire tormenting them at the ſame time: 

As in the caſe of Herod the Great, who at- 

_ tempted to murder the Saviour of the world: 

Foſeph, Antiq. xvii. 6. 5.] till they expir'd in 

the utmoſt agonies. As if theſe perſecutors 
were to afford us a ſpecimen upon earth, of 4 i} 

theſe very torments of Hell beneath. For _- 
my ſelf, when I carefully compare Nature and ' 10 
Scripture together, it ſeems to me, that after i 
the deſtruction of the laſt enemies of God's 1 
; Church on earth, Gog and Magog, Apoc. xx. | 
7.— 10. the general Conflagration ſhall begin; 
and our earth ſhall be turned from a Planet | 
; into a Comet; and the Devil and his Angels 
and Dæmons, together with the incurably 1 
wicked among mankind, ſhall be thrown into 

its burning atmoſphere, till they are utterly de- 
ſtroy'd, and the ſmoke of their torment aſcends 
up for ages of ages; or for many of its revolu- 
tions about the ſun, in the tail of that comet; 
But this is only a private conjecture of my own. 
Nor do ] defire it to be any otherwiſe eſteem- 1 
ed. But to proceed, ö 


VII. We muſt here learn to diſtinguiſh in- {11 
tirely and conſtantly between the ſtate of the [1] 
Heathen, and thoſe that have never heard of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; from that of Chriſtians, | 
or of thoſe to whom that Goſpel had been [ 
preached. Thus St. Hermas is expreſs, that 117 
Repentance is allow'd to the heathens even untoyic. ii. * 1 1 
the laſt day: Which may therefore include the | 14 
intermediate ſtate of Hades, as well as that in i 

the preſent world. And this is ſtrongly con- i 
firmed by our Saviour's own preaching in | ( 


'-Þ Hades, 


| { 106 ] 

Hades, as we have ſeen already, to fuch as 
had been diſobedient in the days of Noah, and 
for ſuch diſobedience had, in the fleſh, periſh- 
ed by the flood: Some of which at laſt were 
yet by ſuch preaching brought to live at laſt 
according io God in the Spirit, and fo became 
capable of ſalvation. While St. Hermas ſolemn- 
ly aſſures us, in the place forecited, that ** The 
„ Lord had ſworn by his glory, concerning 
&« his elect, [or concerning Chriſtian people] 
e that he had determined a certain time fot 
& their repentance. After which, if they went 
on in their ſins, they ſhould not be ſaved, 
«© becauſe the repentance of the righteous has 
«© its end: and the days of repentance for the 
<& righteous are fulfilled in this world,” Ac- 
cordingly while the Church Apoſtolical ever 
admitted the greateſt ſinners that were unbe- 
hevers to repentance and baptiſm ; they did 
not readmit thoſe that had been baptized and 
had fallen into the like fins to penance more 
| Mand. iv. than once afterwards : As the ſame St. Hermas 
1. See Co-affures us elſewhere; and the reſt of the ancients 
1 agree. Only we muſt remark, that by this 
Dune Repentance they meant an intire change 
from wickedneſs to goodneſs; or a recovery from 
heinous fins to their old courſe of piety. For 
as for thoſe ſmaller offences, which did not put 
men into a ſtate of condemnation, the very 

Biſhops are forbidden to caſt them out of the 
Chriſtian Communion utterly ; but to try to 
eecover them by gentler methods of diſcipline : 

A ,s the Apoſtles ordain, Conſtit. II. 40. 


1 VIII. I obſerve, that the ſtate of very wwick- 
ed Chriſtians in Hades, is alſo intirely different 
1 N from 
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from that of ſmaller offenders, Some of which. 
are rather to be reckoned the imperfectly good 

Chriſtians. Among which two ſorts I take, 

by far, the greateſt part of men among us to 
be at this day. There are not very many, I 
hope, of the former hardned and incorrigible 
ſinners among us. But neither does there 
alas! ſeem to be any conſiderable number of the 
more perfectly and compleatly good. The 
greateſt. part, by far, as I ſaid, ſcem evident- 
ly to be between thoſe extremes. According- 
ly theſe three ſorts are very differently treated 
in Hades, as we have more than once noted 
already. The fit ſort, or the hardned and 
incorrigibly wicked Chriſtians, are not at all 
admitted to repentance. and pardon in Hades. 
Their character in the Prophet Eſdras, is that 
of a mullitude, which ſhall periſh; becauſe they 
are bound to Hell deſervediy; and are obliged to 
be caſt into judgment in truth. They are to be- 
come ſmoke in the puniſhment , and he thruſt into 
the flame of fire, which burneth in Hell, to turn-? 


—— — —— ——— — ũ — gene 


—— — 
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ing, and falling, and extirpation. Theſe are not ? 7%: 


actually pyniſhed in Hades any otherwiſe, than 
as the remorſe ariſing from an evil conſcience, 
and dreadful. ſenſe of their undone remedileſs 
condition; and their knowledge that they can- 
not, fram the time of their entrance, do any 
thing that is good; with their conſtant view of 
the rightequs in Abraham's boſom; and fad 
expectation of future vengeance themſelves; 
mult be a moſt tormenting grief to them: as 
we find ſoon after in the ſame Prophet. The 
ſecouck ſort, or thoſe in a middle and curable 
condition, are repreſented in St. Hermas by 
nine of the twelve rods, or ſarts of people, 
| F 4 | wha 
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Emil. viii. who were not good enough, when they 
came firſt into Hades, to be admitted into para- 
diſe, or to be crowned; as the other three ſorts 
were: But to be planted over again, and wa- 
tered z in order to the trial how many of them 
would recover themſelves, and become capable 
of a reward; at leaſt ſo far as not to be allotted 

to puniſhment. Theſe I take alſo to be thoſe 
ſheep in St. Hermas that had ſo deeply indulg*d 
themſelves in ſinful pleaſures, that they were 
delivered over to the Angel of puniſhment, in 
order to their correction, and ſalvation. To 
Simil. vi. this Angel of puniſhment St. Hermas aſſures us, 
8, 3- „ Are delivered thoſe that have erred from ) 
God; and ſerved the luſts and pleaſures of 
d „ ** this world. For this cauſe he puniſhes them 
bu | „ every one according to their deſerts, with 
| e cruel and various kind of pains.——Then 
| «© they ſerve God with a pure mind, and have 
| & ſucceſs in all their undertakings, and receive 
" „ from the Lord whatſoever they deſire, Sc.“ 
| The third ſort are thoſe few that, in the words 
4 Eſd. vii. of Eſdras, God rejoices in, and that eſcape; be- 
35- Arab. cauſe they are the perſons who are ſent to glory 
to the higheſt; and are a peculiar people, upon 
whom God's name is called: Or in our Saviour's 
Matt. xx, words: The few that are the Ele, or choſen 
16. of God, They are alſo in St. Hermas, Thoſe 
Simil. vii. three Orders who went into the Tower crown- 
ed, before any other of the nine Orders were la 
admitted to their farther trials, in order to 
their reformation. Which eminent diſt inction 
between theſe three different ſorts of Chriſtians, 
or of thoſe to whom the Goſpel had been 
preached, has not, I believe, been ſufficiently 
underſtood among us hitherto. Altho? it be 
in 


* 
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in both Plato's own accounts of thoſe in Rades; 
and altho? the underſtanding thereof would bet- 
ter clear theſe important matters, and recon- 


cile the ſeveral things ſaid of them reſpective- 


ly, than any modern hypotheſes whatſoever : 
And which otherwiſe ſeem very contradictory 
to one another, 


IX Our Saviour aſſures us, that ino ſoiver Mat. v. 
Hall ſay to bis brother, Thou Fool, ſhall. be liable 22. 
to Thy ee TS vgs, Hell Fi re. Which words are 
very frightful ; and cannot but ſtrike —_ 
Chriſtians ſomerimes with great, nay the beſt of 
them with ſome terror. For few there are but one 


time or other of their lives have been guilty of 


much greater offences than this of calling a 
brother Chriſtian Fool. So that if this be eſ- 
teemed by our Judge ſuch an enormous crime, 
as to exclude all hope of repentance, and to 
doom men to Hell Fire itſelf, Mo then can be 
ſaved ? Or to what purpoſe is it for us to hope Matt. xix, 
for pardon for our leſſer ſins, if not in this“ 
world or age, yet in the world or age to come here- 
after. As we have already learned to have ſuch 
hope from our Saviour himſelf elſewhere. Now 
in order tothe gaining ſome comfort inthis caſe, 
we mult conſider in the firſ# place; that this 
imputation muſt be laid in oppoſition to known 


truth; or muſt be an unjuſt imputation : This 
we learn from the 55th, and 84th Apoſtolical 


Canons. And in the /econd place it muſt not 
have been repented of: Otherwiſe all ſuch, and 
much greater ſins will certainly be forgiven. 
We mult alſo remember from the moſt authen- 
tic explication of theſe matters, in Joſepbus's 
Homily 


xvi. 24. 
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Homily concerning Hades, 8 4. as well as frm. 


the parable of the rich man in Hades, in St, 
Lule; that the fire or flame of Gebenna extends 
into ſuch parts of Hades as wicked men, who are 
not incurably ſo, are forced into, long 7 2 
the day of judgment. At which time only th 

incorrigible are to be caſt into Gebenna itſelf. 

And that this preliminary eruption of that fire 


or flame is only intended as a puniſhment neceſ- 
fary for the repentance and recovery of leſſer of- 


fenders, that they may never be actually caſt in- 
to that place of torment : But not other wiſe. 

For is not here ſaid they {hall now be caſt into 
Gehennua ; but only ſhall be liable to ſome part 


of its torments: As it is in Joſeabus, and St. 


Late alſo. Which explication is a foundation 
of the greateſt comfort to all Chriſtians. Of 
which more alſo, preſently: When I ſhall di- 
1017 treat of that Parable | in Luke xvi. 


X. Our Saviour exhorts men, Mat. vii. 1 3. 


14. to Enier in at the ſtrait gate. For wide is tbs 


gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſirue- 
tion; and many there be that go in thereat. Be- 
cauſe ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life; and few there be that find. 


it. Which words do frequently ſtrike a damp. 


upon the minds of imperfectly good Chriſtians; 
if not ſometimes of the more perfect alſo: And 
prove great diſcouragements to their endea- 

vours in the exerciſes of religion, Yet is their 
real meaning, I think, conſiderably different 
from what the tions ſuppoſe. The Words 
contain the plaineſt alluſion to ſome remarkable 

texts in tHe Prophet Eſdras vii. 3— 14. concern- 
ing a ſea (or ocean 1907 felicity] whoſe entrance was 

narrow 


Wit 
narrow likea river. As alſo concerning a city» 

fullof all good things, the entrance whereof was 

| alfo narrow: And the neceſſity there is for a 
manthat would pals to that ocean, /or-that city, 

to go through thoſe narrow entrances. The 

alluſion is alſo continued to three other texts in 

the ſame book, which ſpeak of the fe that ſhall 4 Eſd. vii. 
eſcape, or be ſaved ; and the great multitude 35 8 
that ſhall periſh. But then this matter is through- 16 
ly explain'd in the two other places; that the 
few that ſhall eſcape are the perſons who are re- 
preſented by gold and precious ſtunes; and are viii. 2. 3. 
to /ze the Lord firſt of all: The perſons who are vii. 35. 


+ 


ſent to glory the higheſt ; and are a peculiar peo- Arab, 


ple; upon whom the name of Godis called: Or the 
three moſt excellent ſorts of good men, who 

were firſt crowned, in St. Hermas, And the Herm. Si- 
great multitude, are ſuch as have been ſo incor- mil. viii. 
rigibly wicked, that they are either repreſented Ei 79: 
by earth, or Potters ware, and immediately — & ix. 
doom'd to-puniſhment, without any proſpect of 2. 
ſalvation ; or prove incorrigible after all the me- 
thods made uſe of on earth, or in Hades for their 
recovery and ſalvation, And perhaps, what is 

ſaid by Eſdras, is an intimation of this majority viii. 41; 
.of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved at laſt. As the buſ- 
bandman ſoweth much ſeed upon the ground, and 
planieth many trees, and yet the thing, [every 
thing] that is ſown good in his ſeaſon cometh not up; 
neither doth all that is planted take root: Even ſo 

it is of them that are ſown in the World: They 

ſbull not all be ſaved. However theſe incorrigibly 
wicked rout, are eſtimated as a multitude, in 
. compariſon of the Martyrs, or Confeſſors, or 
otherwiſe moſt innocent Chriſtians, who alone 
compoſe the three claſſes that go to paradiſe im- 

| x mediately. 
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mediately. Without a ſyllable of the main 
body of Chriſtians, that are repreſented by ſilver, 


and vrai, and iron, and lead, in, Eſdras ; and 


that are to be kept in Hades : As compared 
with all that ſhall finally be condemned to Hell 
fire. The comparative numbers of which are 
no way given us, that I know of : and will ra- 


ther, I hope, prove a great multitude of the ori- 


ginally righteous, and later penitents, as ſaved 
at the laſt; in compariſon of thoſe compa- 
ratively few abandoned wretches, whom no 


methods of mercy, or correction, or preach- 


ing of Cbriſt or his Apoſtles, either on 
earth, or in Hades could bring to repent- 
ance and ſalvation. And truly it ſeems to me, 
that altho* the numbers of ſuch as were to 
go immediately to Paradiſe, upon their death, 


were exceeding few in the days of Eſdras : As 


the general wickedneſs of the idolatrous heathen 
world; and the great wickedneſs of the Tew- 
7/2 nation, then ſent into the Perſian captivity 
for their ſins, implies 3 and the ſimilitude in 
chap. ix. 16. of a wave or deep water, compa- 
red to a drop of rain, fully demonſtrates alſo : 
And altho* the number of the ſame, when our 
Saviour preached this his ſermon by the mount, 


after ſome imperfect reformation had been made 
by the preaching of Jobn the Baptiſt, and by 


his own preaching among the Jets; to which 
his words are to be reſtrained, was ſtill but a 


few : Yet that in the latter days of St. Hermas, 


when the profcfiors of Chriſtianity, to whom 
his words are evidently to be reſtrained, were 


generally in earneſt 3; and the church in its 


greateſt purity, this number of thoſe that were 


fit for paradiſe, as ſoon as they dyed, were far 
OR | | #be 


„ 
the greateſt part of chriſtian people : as he expreſ- 
ly aſſures us himſelf. Simil. viii. 1. how dif- 
ferent ſoever we may juſtly fear the preſent cor- 
rupt ſtate of the church to be, as to that number. 
Nor is it to be quite overlooked, that our Sa- 
viour himſelf, in the latter part of his miniſtry, 
intimates to us, that the number of ſuch good 

men was hardly then inferior to that of the bad; 
I mean in the Parable of the ten virgius: five of 
which were wiſt, and five were fooliſo, Mat. 
xxv. 1—13. Sothat the common interpretation 
of the text before us, as if always the good were 
but a few in compariſon of the bad; and that 
but a ſem would ever obtain ſalvation: While 
the far greater part of mankind, were to be fi- 
nally damned, appears not to be well grounded. 
And there is great reaſon to hope, that, on the 
contrary, after all the gracious methods of pro- 
vidence have been tried, both in this world, and 
in Hades, the far greater port will at length be 
brought to ſome degree-of ſalvation : Which is 
a doctrine highly agreeable to the divine good- 
neſs ; and of very great comfort to the body of 


XI. Our Saviour gives us a very affecting Pa- 
rable, of a rich man, and Lazarus, Luk. xvi. 
19-31. The former in bitter torments, and 
the other happy in the boſom of Arabam; and 
that immediately after their deaths. And this 
without any other crimes charged or inſinuated 
upon the rich man, than his own luxurious liv- 
ing, and his uncharitableneſs to Lazarus. The 
very reading of which Parable is ready to raiſe 
horror in the minds of imperfectly good Chri- 
ſtians; if not alſo ſometimes of the more per- 


Q fe, 


t 4944 


fect. ee eee is much the 


greater, becauſe that torment ſeems,” by its 
bitterneſs, to be tepreſented as in Hell 
or Cebemd itſelf, and that immediately after 
death; contrary to all öther repreſentations 


in the whole Bible and in all primitive an- 


tiquity ; ab we have ſhewn already, under our 
firſt obſervation. ' However, the moſt terrible 
of this deſcription ſeems to be directiy 
taken-by our Saviour'out of 4 Eſd. vii. 35.$ 
83. in the Arubiek copy: where the parallel 
words ate theſe, but as cxpreſsly in Hades, 
and before the day of judgment! The 
« ſecond _— eee blation of thoſe in pa- 
% r4diſeÞ is, That they (ſhall fſee' the wicked 
«burnt up with. thirſt, and flame of fire pe rpe- 
4 tually 3 being tormented in laſting fire. 
No this laſt cireumſtante, which appears to be 
ſo very frightful to good men, is chat which 
ſhould principally ſecure them from chat fright. 
Foſephud u Homily concerning Hades, is 
beyond compare the beſt and moſt oft: cbt 
explicatiom of this Parable: Since it is expreſs 
in St. Luke, that all was not in Gebenna, but in 


- Hades : And in the ſight of Lazarus, who was 


Simil. vi. 
8. 3. 


in the boſom of Abrabam, or in Paradiſe only, 
but not in Heaven, v. 22; 23. So that we ought 
to conelude hence for certain, that how great ſo- 
ever the torment was it was only medicinal, and 
deſign*d for the converſion and ſalvation of the 
rich man; and not for his deſtruction. It was, 
I ſappoſe;* of that ſort which Joſephus calls 
erpboxtuge; Ne, & temporary puniſoment, ' and 
what St. Hermas deſcribes as very ſevere and 


cruel z 3 and fuch as ſeemed without compaſſion, | 
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in the angel that inflicted it. Vet was that — 
righteous or holy angel, and that ſevere puni 
ment was intended for repentance and reforma- 
tion only, as the ſame context at large aſſures us. 
Nor do the circumſtances of the rich man agree 
with his beingany where but in Hades, in order 
to his amendment. Incorrigible Sinners are al- 
ways repreſented as in priſon, in Hades, and eloſe 
-confined there till the day of judgment, without 
any poſitive tarments inflicted on them there: 
— he is repreſented as out of priſon, and 
torment. Nor do the other circum- 
* — of Abraham's diſcourſe with him, or the 
| rich man's anſwers, imply any thing elſe. Abra- 
7 i bam does not treat him as a damned wretch that 
adaeſerved no compaſſion, or anſwer; but calls 
him ſoz, and puts him cooly in mind of the juſt 
change of his, and Lazarusis former condition; 
and hints to him, that Providence had put an 
invincible obſtacle to Lazarus's' coming ta 
his aſliſtange, as he deſired, and as Lazarus 
\ probably would otherwiſe have readily done. 
YH he rich man, who in all likelihood had been a 
| ſadducee, and had diſbelieved all that was ſaid 
by the Phariſees and Eſſens out of the Old Teſta- 
ment, concerning the 'tewards and puniſhments 
of the future world, ſhews himſelf now throughly 
convinced of that pernicious error, and inſtead 
of his former hard-hearted barbatity towards 
&2aru5 when in poverty, and full * ſores at 
is gate, he becomes very compaſſionate to his 
own five brethren, who were, he knew, ſtill e- 
qually Sadducees and Unbelievers with himſelf 
formerly, and fo heartily intreats Abraham, to 
1255 Lazarus to convert them, and prevent 
| Q2 their 


their coming to that place of torment. Which _ 
is ſo far from a character of infernal qbſtinacy, 
and ſavage cruelty, ſuch as that of the incurably 
wicked may be ſuppoſed to be, that it looks liker 
a preliminary to true chriſtian charity, and to a 
real repentance for his barbarity towards La- 
Zarus before. So that I cannot but conclude 
that this rich man would, in all probability, by 
his ſevere puniſnment in Hades, at laſt hearken 
to the preaching of the Goſpel there, and be 
brought to true repentance; and thereby obtain 
that - forgivene/s which our Saviour implies 1s 
ſometimes deny'd in this world, but granted in 
Hades, or the world to come * as we have more 
than once o ſerved already. | W 


NV. B. Since the fourth Book of Eſtras is 
the concluſion of the Old Teftament, and the 
Shepherd of Hermas, near the concluſion of the 
days of the Apoſtles; appear to have been the 
principal prophetical writings, wherein the 
grand ſecrets df Hades and the future world were 
diſcovered to mankind; thoſe Books are to be 
the Standards whence we are to take our notions 
of thoſe important matters. Nor are therefore 


a few leſs accurate expreſſions of Clement of 


Rome, who wrote his Conſtitutions and Epiſtles 


before Hermas wrote his Shepherd; nor a few 


like expreſſions in the Recognitions of Clement, 
taken from his accounts o Peter's diſcourſes, 
long before Hermas wrote; nor indeed a few 
like expreſſions in Joſepbuss Homily concerning 
Hades, who might never bave ſeen his writ- 
ings, to be fer in oppoſition to Hermas's Reve- 
lations ; : which EE? to have been "Hom 
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from our Lord Himſelf, or at the loweſt from 
His Holy Spirit. 1 | 


XII. I come now to produce two very old, 

and very valuable accounts of the original Fe- 

1h and Heathen notions, concerning the future 

judgment; concerning Hades and Gebenna z 

and concerning the three ſeveral - ſorts of men 

that are to be rewarded or puniſhed-in the invi- 

ſible world; and theſe out of Plato's Dialogues, 

both in his Gorgias, and in his Phedo; and in 

both places in the perſon of Socrates. Tho' I 

here take the latter teſtimony, as quoted by the 

great Euſebius, in his Evangelical Demonſtration 
, x1. 38. which indeed is almoſt verbatim the ſame 
with our copies of Plato at this day. 

Socrates. The greateſt of evils is for a ſoul to pi 

* go down to Hades full of many crimes. AndGorgias/ub 

Ce if thou fCallicles] haſt a mind, I will give, Pag · 

the an account how that matter is. Callicler. 314. 
©. Now thou haſt finiſhed,thy other diſcourſe, 
< pray finiſh this alſo. Socrates. Hear then 
a very good notion; which I imagine thou 
<*« wilt eſteem a fable, but I eſteem it the right 
opinion. For what J am going to ſay, I ſhall 
deliver as real truths to thee. Now, as Homer 
& ſays, Jupiter, and Neptune, and Pluto parted 
* that dominion they had received from their 
<< father ¶ Saturn] among themſelves. It was 
„ alſo alaw under Saturn, and always was, and 
* ſtill is a law among the Gods, relating to 
men; that when any perſon who had lived a 
* righteous and holy life, dyed, he ſhould go 
* to the iſles of the bleſſed ; and there dwell in 
all happineſs, free from miſeries, But that 


« by 


1 


LR - | 
4 he who had lived unjuſtly, and atheiſtically, 
* ſhould go to a cloſe priſon ; where he was ta 
© be in a ſtate of affliftion, and puniſhment. 
«© But the Judges that were under Saturn, and 
te even after Jupiter had taken upon him the 
government at firſt; were living, and judg- 
te ed men while they were alive; and paſſed 
te their ſentence the ſame day they were to dye. 
“The ſentences were therefore [ frequently] un- 
« juſt. For which reaſon Pluto,” and thoſe 
5 that had the care of that matter, went from 
« the iſles of the bleſſed, and told Jupiter, that 
% men who were unworthy came upon them 
« from all quarters. Whereupon Jupiter ſaid 
te to them, To be ſure I will put an end to this 
* abuſe. For the reaſon why men are now ſa 
& unjuſtly judged, is this ; that they are judg- 
© ed in their habit, [and with their attendants 
% about tbem;] and this becauſe they are judged 


| © while they are alive. For many there are 


* who have wicked ſouls [withiz,] but are 


| 4 cloathed with beautiful bodies, and have emi- 


« nentrelations, and are very rich. And when 
judgment is to be awarded, many witneſſes 
<< appear for them, ready to atteſt that they had 
<& lived righteouſly : By which means the Judges 
are greatly ſurprized, Which injuſtice. is 
& alfo forwarded, becauſe the Judges them- 
& ſelves come cloathed, with their eyes, and 
ears, and whole body ſo covered, that the 


<< ſoul itſelf is not ſeen. For all theſe circum- 


t ſtances are obſtacles to juſtice z as well thoſe 
* belonging to themſelves; as thoſe belonging 
© tothe perſons to be judged. So proviſion muſt” 
© be made that min may not know before 
* hand when they ſhall dye, For as things are at 

preſent, 


— ³ IS 
te preſent, they do know it. Promethens is 


« therefore ordered to take care that this maß 


te be prevented. And, in the next place, it is 
ordered, that all ſhall be naked, when judg - 
& ment is awarded. For the judgment muſt not 
& be exerciſed till men are dead. As the Judge 
cc ought to be naked alſo, as well as dead 3 that 
<« with his ſoul he may ſee the ſoul: before him; 

© immediately after every one is dead; And 
« when he is deſtitute of all his kindred ; and 
& when he has left all the additional advan- 
<< tages of this earth behind him: that ſo the 
4 judgment may be no other than juſt, Where-' 
as therefore I was aware of theſe things before 
de you were ſo, I have made two of my ſons, 


% Minos and Rhadamanthus, out of Aa; and 


«© out of Europe, Afacus, to be judges. Theſe 

& then ſhall judge in a large meadow ; where 
«, three ways meet; and from whence'there are 
«© two ways: One that leads to the iſles of the 
„ bleſſed ; and: the other to Tariarus. Of 
«© which Rhadamantbhus ſhall judge thoſe that 
«come from Ala; and AMacus thoſe that 
*.come from Europe. But the principal duty 

* ſhall lye upon Minos, to determine what ei- 

e ther of the Judges ſhall be doubtful about: 
© That ſo the ſentence that is to be given which 
« way men are to go, may be perfectly juſt: 

6 Theſe are the things, O Callicles, which J. 
« have beard, and believe to be true But when 
e the judge ſees a wicked ſoul, he ſends it pre- 
«© ſently away with marks of infamy, to the 
" 5 : Whither when he is come, he is o- 
s bliged to ſuffer the afflictions that he deſerved. 
« Now 'tis reaſanable, that every one who is 

s rightly puniſhed by any other, either be _— 
| | 6 better 
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6 better himſelf, and profit thereby; or be made 
an example to others, that thoſe others who 
. | s ſee him under his afflitions may be afraid; 
1 and become better by them. Now there are 
1 | t thoſe that reap advantage by the puniſhments- 
| © they ſuffer; whether from the Gods, or 
<< men; ſuch, I mean, as have been guilty of 
. < thoſe ſins that are curable. Theſe are evi- 
—_ 4 dently benefited by their pains and torments, 
ll s both here, and in Hades; as having no other 
Wl | 4 means of getting rid of their wickedneſs, But, 
for thoſe that have committed the moſt enor- - 
6 mous crimes,” and on account of their enor- 
© mity are incurable ; they are thereupon made 
examples to others:] And: as to theſe, they 
„ are themſelves not at all benefited thereby, 
—_ as being incurable : ſtill others profit; by 
1 „ them, in ſeeing them endure the greateſt, the 
== << \moſt painful, and moſt. terrible ſufferings, ' 
—_ - „ v del xeaor, for all time to come. While they 
<< are expoſed for examples there in the priſon 
of Hades, and are always made ſpectacles and 
1 % aAdmonitions to ſuch of thewicked as come there. 
1 When therefore this Rhadamanthus lights 
upon a bad man, he knows nothing more about 
< him, neither what he is, nor of what parents, 
fut that he is a bad man. Of which when he ig 
ce ſatisfied he ſends him to Tartarus, and ſets 
& a mark upon him whether he appears to be 
; <<; one of the curable or incurable: Who when * 
© he comes thither ſuffers what he has deſerv'd. 
| «© gBut when he ſees another ſoul that has lived 
“ holily, and been truly good Headmires him 
* . | « andſends him to the ifles of the bleſſed. In- 
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c“ the ſame manner does Tacus proceed. No - 
« as for myſelf, O Callicles, I am perſuaded of 
1 7 as | «cc the 


the truth of theſe accounts, and conſider how 
I may appear before my Judge, with the 
& moſt ſound and healthful Soul. According- 
« ly * Bidding farewell to the honours which are 
«© among the generality of men; and regarding 
& [nothing but] truth; I will endeavour in ear- 
“ weſt to live as well as I can, while I live; and 
£© when I die, to die as well as I can alſo.” 

I come now to the other parallel account 
in Plato's Phedo: But as taken out of him by 
Euſebius. he. | 

As the Hebrew Scriptures declare, ſays 
4 Euſebius, that God will ordain a Tribunal, 
* and a Judgment of Souls, after their depar- 
< ture out of this world; as in ten thouſand 
<« other places, ſo in this which follows, The 
© Fudgment was ſet, and the Books were opened, 

& and the Ancient of days ſat. A fiery fiream 
% iſſued out before him: Ten thouſand times ten 
* thouſand miniſtred unto him: And thouſands of 
& thouſands ſtood before him. Hear now how Plato 
„ mentions this divine judgment, and this 
& river by name; and ſubſcribes to the exiſt- 
* ence of many manſions of the pious, and 
<« the difference of the puniſhments of the 
« wicked, in agreement with the Hebrew doc- 
„ trine. Accordingly in his Dialogue concerning 
& the Soul, he ſpeaks thus: | They are the words 
c of Socrates himſelf, juſt before his death :] 
« Now there is a third river that runs in the 
* mid(t of the [two] former, and near the 
“ place of its diſcharge falls into a large place, 
5 burning with a great fire; and conſtitutes a 

K lake 


This golden reſolution of Socrates, is cited by the ex- 
_ cellent Mr. Woolafton,betore his Natural Relegion delineated, 
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lake bigger than our Sea; boiling up with 
water and dirt. Thence it paſſes alorig like 
a whirlpool, turbid, and full of clay. And 
when it has run round our earth, it changes 
its courſe, and falls into the extremity of the 
lake Acberuſia: tho! without mixing with 


its waters: And after various windings un- 


der the earth, it empties itſelf into the bot- 
tom of Tartarus. It is the ſame river which 


is ſtill called Pyriphlegethon: ¶ or the riven 


of burning fire]. Some Particles of which 


expire, as deriv'd from thence, into what 


place of the earth ſoever they happen to reach. 


Over againſt this river, the fourth rivet 
« falls into the firſt place; which is an hor- 


rible and wild place indeed; whoſe colour 
is intirely like that of the ky; and which 
they call the Stygian colour; and the river, 


by falling into this lake, gives it the name 


of SH alſo, This river, by falling in there, 
and gaining new and horrible powers in the 
water, goes down into the earth; and after 
a long, circuit runs in a courſe oppoſite to 
Pyriphlegethon : Till ir meets it overagainſt 
the lake Acherufia. Nor does the water of 
this river mix with that of any other, But 


this river does allo take its circuit round a- 


bout, and falls into Tartarus, over againſt 
Pyriphlegeihon : The name of this river, as 
ſay the Poets, is Cocytus, Now when things 
are in this poſture, and when thoſe that are 
dead arrive at the place whither the De- 
mon brings every one of them, They are; 
in the firſt place brought into judgment. 


See Heb. ix. 2.7.] both thoſe that have lived 


cc 


well, and holily; and r:gnteoully ; z and thoſe 
| Gl that 
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that have lived otherwiſe. Of which thoſe 


© that have lived in a middle ſtate between 


both, they go to Acberon; and getting up 
into thoſe vehicles that are to carry them, 
they thereby arrive at the lake: And 
there do they live, and are purified. And 
when they have undergone the puniſhments 
due to their crimes, they are every one 
abſalved from the unjuſt actions they have 
committed; and bear away, with them the 
reward of their good and beneficent deeds 


they have done, according to each of their 


deſerts. As for thoſe that appear to be in- 
curable, on account of the greatneſs of their 
ſins; whether they were many and flagrant 


inſtances of ſacrilege; or many and unjuſt 


and lawleſs murders, which they had perpe- 
trated ; or any crimes of the ſame nature: 
Such as theſe are, by a ſuitable fate, caſt 


into Tartarys: Whence they never get out. 


But as for thoſe that appear o have been 
guilty of great ſins, yet not ſo great as to 


be incurable ; ſuch as are thoſe that have 


offered viol ence to their father or mother 


in their paſſion; and have repented of it 
the reſt of their life: Or if they had been 


any other way guilty of man-ſlaughter; ic 


cannot be avoided but theſe muſt fall. into 
Tartarus. In which caſe however thoſe that 
have fallen into it muſt continue there a 
year; but will then be ejected out of it. 
And thoſe that have been guilty of bare man- 
laughter will be ſent into Cocytus [the river 


* of wailing :] while thoſe that had been guil- 


of the murder of their fathers or, mothers 
will be fent into 1 But when 
2 theſe 
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theſe are 4. away, [of are on fire, 
and come to the lake Acheruſta, they there 

cry aloud, and call for thoſe whom they 
had ſlain, or whom they had injured : And 
when they have called for them, they make 
interceſſion to them, and beſeech them to 
givethem leave to go out into that lake, and 


be there received. And if they be able to 


perſuade them, they go out, and are freed 
from their miſeries. But if they be not able 
to perſuade them, they are carried again 


_ unto Tartarus; and from thence unto the 


rivers again. And this they undergo till 


they have rho gn thoſe whom they had 


injured.” For this is the ſentence which the 
Judges paſs upon them. But as to thoſe 


that appear to have lived holily, in an ex- 


traordinary degree, they are ſet free from 
theſe places or - priſons within the earth, and 
are at Jiberty. Theſe arrive at more pure 
habitations above, and take their ſeats upon 
the eatth. And ſuch of theſe as have ſuf- 
ficiently purified themſelves by precepts 
of Philoſophy, they both live without 


trouble To cage tis Tov Zmiila Xgfvor, for 
ever, and for all futurity ; and come at laft 


to other more excellent habitations; which 
tis not eaſy to deſcribe, Nor have I time 


at preſent to ſet about it. However, thus 


far, O Simmias, we ought to proceed, on 


account of the notions we have here ex- 


plain*d, that we ſo att in every thing as to 
obtain virtue, and wiſdom in this life. For 
the combat is glorious ; and the hope ef re- 
ward] is great.” Thus far . But 


| then, adds Euſe bius, Do thou compare that pal- 


ſ; age, 


4 « 
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ſage, They come at laſt to other more excellent 
ce habitations, which tis not eaſy to deſcribe , nor 
& have I time at preſent to ſet about it; with 
“that text in our Bible; Eye bab not ſeen, 1 Cor. i.. 
« ur ear heard; nor bath it entred into the heart 
f man, the things that God bath 41 gs for 
„ 7them that lovt him. Compare alſo with thoſe 
. habitations hers ſpoken of, that text, that john xiv. 
« many manſions in the- ſather*s houſe are promiſ- 2. 
& ed to thoſe that love God, Moreover, compare 
ce with what is here ſaid of: Pyripblegelbon, [or, 
WW © the burning river] that laſting fire which is 
<< threatened to the wicked, according to the 
& words of the Hebrew Prophet, ſpoken to 
, them: Who will ſhew you that the fire is Iſ. xxxiii. 
„ þk;ndled? Who will- ſhew 'you T6wov eiano! The 14- 
9 laſting place? 5 And again, Their worm ſpall Ixvi. 24. 
&< ot die, and their fire ſhall not he quenched, and 
they fhall be a ſpeFtacte to all fleſh. Obſerve 
* alſo how Plato agrees with thoſe texts, when 
be fays, The wicked fhall go into Tartarus ; 
and adds, They never get out thence. More- 
e oyer when he had ſaid that the ' pious ſhould 
4. live in bleſſed habitations, he adds theſe 
e words, for ever, and for all futurity. And 
& as to what is here ſaid by this perſon, That 
« they ſhall ve without trouble; it may be 
* eſteemed parallel to that text, that ſorrow, xv. 10. 
grief, and lanientation are fled away [from | 
.. 4 200d men in Hades.} Nay when this author 
„ fays, Not meerly that hoſe that go to Ache- 
* ron arrive at it; but that hey firſt get up 
'© into thoſe vehicles which are to carry them. 
«© What can thoſe :5.ais vehicles, poſſibly 
© he, that are here meant, but their Bodies? 
Which when the ſouls of the dead are got- 
N ten 
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i ten into, tlley are puniſhed with them; at: 
e cording to the determination Uf the H- 
« brews.” And ſo far Euſebius. See Homer's 
Oayſſes, Lib. xi. Sibyll. Orac. Proem. v. 78.—84. 
Lib. it. v. 397. Lib. iii. v. 18—30. Lib iv. 
v. 168—184. Virg. Aneid. Lib. iv. v. 538— 
761. with Dr. Trap's Notes: And Windet. de vila 
functorum ſtatu. Which are all, for the main, 

very agreeable to what has been here ſet down 
out of Plato already. 


N. B. As Plato, under the perſon of Socrates, | 


in the former of theſe citations owns, that 
the doctrines there inculcated were what he 
had not deviſed of his own head, but 
beard from others: And as Euſebius ob- 
ſerves in the latter, that they are agreeable 


to the doctrines of the Hebrews; it de- 


ſerves to be conſidered, and that throughly 
too, whether Plato did not at firſt learn, 


or afterward confirm and regulate thoſe, 


his doctrines, when he travelled into Egypt, 
from the Jews themſelves? Eſpecially 
when we know that the Jes were then in 
Egypt, under their Per/ian Captivity, for 
thirty years together; and that this was 


about the very ſame time that the Pro- 


phet Eſdras preached the very ſame doc- 
trines in that Empire; and immediately 
after it Zerduſbt a diſciple of this E/dras's 
brought the very ſame doctrines among 
the Medes and Perfians alſo. Of which 
matters ſee Authent. * pag. 49. and 


P-. 233.259. 


XIII. 


[ 127 ] 
XIII. to the notions of Origen, and his 
hopes or expectations of the delivery, not on- 
ly of the vileſt ſinners, but of the grand tempt- 
ers of all, Satan, and his wicked angels and 
demons, from the torments of Hell; nay of 
their admiſſion at laſt into Heaven alſo ; I muſt 
take leave to ſay, it would be a moſt accepta- 
ble piece of 'news to me to find ſome juſt and 
ſure foundations for ſuch hopes, in the ſacred 
writings : As being very deſirous of the final 
repentance and ſalvation of all God's rational 
creatures; as is their moſt merciful Creator 9 
more earneſtly defirous of the ſame; as we 
have throughly ſeen already. So that there 
can be no obſtacle to my belief of Origer's 


doctrine, but the ſuppoſal of an utter moral | 
incapacity in the conſtitutions of theſe worſt | | 
of free agents, of ever repenting and amending : * 0 
Without which repentance and amendment, as 
ſuch creatures cannot; ſo is it no way deſire- 
able that they ſhould ever be made happy, | 
either in this, or another world. Nor do be- | 
lieve that Origen himſelf would have deſired or | 
expected a thing ſo abſurd and impoſſible. i 
Now St. Hermas ſeems to afford us the true | 
and certain foundation of this incapacity, as Simil.viiz | 
has been already noted: Where he gives us 6. | 
this reaſon why ſuch Sins as Blaſphemy againſt 1 
the Holy Ghoſt could not be forgiven in the | 
future world z and ſays, “I told thee that 
% this tree loved life. Thou ſeeſt how many 
have repented, and obtained ſalvation. Sir, 
e ſaid I, I ſee it. That thou mighteſt know, 
faith he, that the goodneſs and mercy of the 
* Lord is great, and to be had in honour; 
*+ wha gave his ſpirit to them that were worthy 
| cc of 
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* of repentance. I anſwered, Sit Why then 

« did not all of them repent? He replied, 

* Thoſe whoſe minds the Lord foreſaw would 

* be pure, and that they would ſerve him with 

all their hearts, to them he gave repentance. 

* But for thoſe whoſe deceit and wickedneſs 

he beheld, and perceived that they would 

<« not truly return unto him, to them he deny- 

% ed any return unto repentance ; leſt they 

«©. ſhould again blaſpheme his law with wick- 
Vit. ii. 7. ed words:” And elſewhere, * For thoſe 
| e ſtones which fell into the fire, and were 
„ burnt; they are thoſe that have for ever, 
lor, in the end] departed from the living God. 

Nor doth it ever come into their hearts to 

e repent, by reaſon of the affection which they 


<« bear to their luſts, and wickedneſſes which 


* they commit.“ 

4 Eſd. viii Nor will the Prophet Eſdras at all permit 
35. 106. us to ſuppoſe that the deſperately wicked are 
Ah ever to be forgiven in the next world, or age 

by that ſolemn queſtion and anſwer which we 
meet with very largely in the Arabick copy: 
and tho' not ſo largely, yet very fully, even in 
the Latin copy alſo: The ſubſtance of which 


of the neareſt relations, will be heard at the 
day of judgment; as it had been in this world; 
[and perhaps in Hades alſo:] but that no man 
ſhall then be able to ſave him that is to be 


they to whom judgment [condemnation] is due, 
ſhall not obtain mercy. See Prov. i, 20-33. 
Nor does Origen himſelf, that I find, pretend 
to any proper evidence for his expectations, 
but only this, I hat becauſe all that age, or 
even 


is this, That no interceſſion of good men, or 


deſtroyed : Or, in the Arabick, In that time 
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even thoſe,ages, or ages of ages, to which the 


torments of the Devil, and the damned had 
been limited, were nothing to the proper unli- 
mited eternity. of God; and ſo there was abun- 
dant room for other ſcenes of things than What 
the Bible exhibited to us; he was willing to 
ſuppoſe, and hope for ſuch a repentance, and 
_ reformation of theſe vileſt of ſinners, as might 
end in their final falvation, and happineſs. 


All that I can. ſee any hope for, is future to 


the, world 10 come, and to the next age; and 
maſt therefore belong to a ſtill future world, 
and future age, after the deſtruction of the bo- 
dies of. the wicked in Gehenna, at the general 


reſurrection. I mean as the Prophet Eſdras pag. 29. 


ſeems to hint, that there may be, in the ut- 30 


moſt bowels of compaſſion of the Almighty, 
another reſurrection, and another time of trial 
allotted, to theſe incurable creatures ſome- 
where, in which many, or all of them may 
poſſibly be recovered and ſaved at laſt, by the 
infinite indulgence, and care of their creator. 
And God may ſtill imitate his original good- 
neſs to Adam, when he was fallen; That when 
be had juſily caſt him out of Paradiſe, yet of bis 
goodneſs he did not overlook. him, nor ſuffer bim to 
periſh ulterly, Dor ag 3 agen, Fox RHE 
WAS THY CREATURE, Conſtit. viii. 12. yi, 
inallo. | 


XIV. Since it appears evident to me, that 


as the torments of greater ſinners ſhall be of 
longer duration than the leſſer; and that thoſe 


ages of ages which belong to the rightedus in 
e e very ee Wit FT: laſting life, 


which 


prius. 
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waich is to be their portion in heaven, is to be 
vaſtly longer in duration than that fingle age, 
that is allotted for the puniſhment of the wicked 
in Hell; it will deſerve our enquiry in what 

| proportion they may be longer. In general, 
If. lv. s. 9. God has aſſured us, that His ways are not as 
our ways, nor his thoughts as our. thoughts, low 

4 * v. and creeping on the ground; that As the bea- 
ä hig ber than our ways, and his thoughts than our 
thoughts, which are, like ourſelves, low and 
creeping alſo; that ſuch poor creatures as we, 
iv. 21. cannot find out God's judgment, nor in the end, 
the love that he has promiſed to bis People; that 
They that dwell upon the earth may underſtand 

nothing but that which is upon the earth; and 

that he that dwellith above the beavens may only 
underſtand ihe things that are above the height of 


"M 


vens are higher than the earth, ſo are his ways 


the heavens: So that if I ſhould luppoſe a vaſt 


diſproportion between the one an 


the other, 


the Reader is not to be at all ſurpriſed at it. 


And indeed, ſince T1 have already remarked 


how God of old, in the very ſecond Command- 
ment, has determin'd his judgments as far as 


three or four generations only of them that bate 


bim; while he promiſes his mercy to a thouſand 


ſuch generations of them that love him, and keep 
bis commandments : I do not think any propor- 
tion can be fixed for this matter, ſo authentickly, 
as this before us; that in general, the duration 
of the puniſhment of the wicked be no greater, 
as compared with the duration of the happineſs 
of the good, than three or four are to a thou- 
ſand: Which is indeed a very ſmall and con- 
temptible proportion; but highly agreeable to 

the 


1 


! 
the compaſſion of the great Creator to his ſin- 
ful and miſerable, and his boundleſs liberality 
to ing holy and happy creatures, in the future 
worid. | | a 


XV. Till this doctrine of the equal duration 
of the torments of Hell, with the joys of 
Heaven, and that they are to be coeternal with 
God, be laid aſide, Divines of real ſagacity 
and true judgment dare hardly treat in particu- 
lar of theſe Terrors of the Lord, in order to af. 2 Cor. v. 
frighten men from their wicked courſes, and to- 

rſuade them to be religious; they dare 

ardly, in earneſt, enforce our Saviour's ſo- 


8 


lemn caution, to Fear him who is able to Mat. x. 28. 


deſtroy both ſoul and body in Hell: Nor can 
they frequently, with an honeſt heart, ex- Mar. ix. 
hort them to cut off their darling luſts for fear 1348. 

of the worm that never dies, and the fire that 
never ſhall be quenched, as our Saviour did: Nor 
can they ſufficiently terrify the greateſt ſinners 
among Chriſtians, as did the author to the 
Hebrews, with that certain fearful looking for of Heb. x. 25 
judgment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall de- 
vour the adverſaries: ——- With that ſore puniſb- v. 29. 3 i- 
ment that' he ſhall be thought worthy of that 
hath trodden under foot the ſon of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenaut, wherewith he 
had been ſanctiſied an unholy thing ;, and hath done 
deſpite unto the ſpirit of Grace : Since, It is 
a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God: Becauſe their own natural Conſcience will 
then fly in their faces, and tell them that what 
they would affright their readers and hearers 
with, is intirely unjuſt in its own nature; ex- 

N | Sa tremely 
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cel cruel and barbarous, both in the 
threatening, and in the execution; and what 
any one that believes and confidets the exact 
juſtice, and infinite goodneſs of God cannot 
poſſibly believe at the ſame time. We need 
not indeed much wonder that a weak Enthu- 
faſt, or a bigotted Athanafian may be in earneſt 
n Nek 2. doatine and exhortation; and that 
eh as do not give themſelves leave to think, 
and examine, may follow their common inter- 
preters, and may both believe, and preach up, 


0 and defend this proper Eternity of Hell Torments. 


But if we come to ſuch great and good men 2s 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon *, and Dr. Whithy" 188 


who have beth of them ventured to treat on 


that Eternity, and this without either of them, 
or even Dr. Thomas Burnet himſelf, having 


made a thorough examination into the founda- 


tions it ſtands upon; we ſhall find, that Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon was fo fully ſeblibſe of its ab- 
ſurdity, that he choſe rather to give up the Ve- 
racity of God in theſe his gbreatnings, than to 
* defend this Eternity. And Dr. 2 
has been fo hardy as to defend it, is forced in- 


itby, who 


tirely to give his up Juſtice in ſuch his pi 57 
ments. While much the greater part of 
vines generally avoid the treating directly 
ppon ſo diſagreeable and dangerous a ſubject. 
Whereas, if they would enquire into the bot- 


tom of this matter, and go to the fountain- 


head of this common notion, they would find 
no more difficulty in eien upon this, than 


* U n 
a o % FP > ts 2 * 
* * * * # ; 
2 188 1 9 


AS Tillotſon s Sermons, Vol. I. Serm. 86 


** Whit by's Appendix to the Comment on he ſecond 
to the 'T helialonians. 
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upon other points of Chriſtianity. If indeed 
the common doctrine were certainly true, the 
Fuſtice of God muſt inevitably be given up, 
and much more his Mercy. Which yet are the 


„ „ # 


as Optimus Maximus, the beſt, as well as the 
reateſt of Beings ; while this doctrine ſuppoſes 
im to delight in cruelty, and barbarity, the 
moſt ſavage cruelty and batbarity poſſible; and 
that to the endleſs ages of eternity: and all his 
reaſonable creatures that dare think, muſt then 
 mevitably yield 'themſelves up to deſpair and 
horror, to the fame (endleſs ages of eternity 
alſo. Such are the fatal conſequences of this 
amazing, this moſt pernicious, this horrid 
doctrine, ſo very unjuſtly, ſo very unjuſtly, 
1 ſay it again, Bleſſed be the name of God, 
and his Chriſt for ever, fathered upon our Holy 
| Religion. 7 4 8111 10 
_ . 1 | | 997 
XVI. But then, ſince it is moſt evident, 
that the Juſtice, and Veracity, and Goodneſs 
of God are more certain than any pretended 
doctrines, or interpretations of the modern an- 
tichriſtian ages whatſoever; it is highly neceſ- 
ſary that this important matter be examined to 
the bottom, and ſet in a due light, and this 
coeternity of the torments of Hell with God 
himſelf be rejected, in order to the vindication 
df the truth, and divine authority of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, upon which this doctrine pre- 
tends principally to be grounded. Tis _ 
88 there 


- 


—— 
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there are, I believe, not a few Divines who do 
not themſelves give their aſſent to this doctrine 
no;morg than to ſeveral others in vogue; but 
ſtill they are not unwilling to let it paſs in the 
world, and to have it taken for granted among 
the vulgar, that they do believe it themſelves 
alſo. And this partly for fear of letting the 
world ſee too plainly the groſs errors of the 
modern Churches; and partly out of a kind 
of dread of the abuſe of the true doctrine, by 
the body of mankind, if it were preached to 
them; and partly becauſe they are not able to 
clear the texts alledged for it, from favouring 
the ſame doctrine. Now as for this laſt occa- 
ſion of the continuance of this doctrine, I hope 
' _ _ 1 have fully taken it away in this Paper. And 
Rom. iii. for the firſt pretence, I ſay, Let God be true, 
4: but every man a liar : Let all the; modern an- 
tichriſtian errors give place to truth, and true 
religion, without mercy, and without excep- 
tion. And for the ſecond pretence, the fear 
of the abuſe of the true doctrine by bad men 
to encourage themſelves in ſing I ſay, how 
N this pretence is will appear preſent- 
y. I fay farther, that we have no warrant to 
impoſe upon Chriſtians, or upon mankind in 
matters of religion, We have no authority 
from God, or his Chriſt, or Holy Spirit, to 
&/zuiſe our Chriſtianity ; to uſe frauds of ei- 
ther prieftcraft or laycraft: but ought to lay 
the duties, the | promiſes, and the threatnings 
of the Goſpel, plainly and ſincerely before 
men, without all arts or tricks whatſoever. 
Which is one main reaſon of my own publica- 
tion of this paper, at this time, I fay * 
„„ that 
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that I will not deny but that during the times 
of groſs ignorance, ſuch as, in general, were 


the ſeveral ages, from the fifth to the ſixteenth. 
century of the Goſpel, many pious, or rather 


impious frauds, with falſe doctrines in abun- 
dance, and among the reſt, this moſt abſurd, 


and horrid doctrine, were univerſally believed. 


Which, how falſe ſoever in themſelves, did 


then do the leſs harm, becauſe few or none 


perceived them to be falſe. But the caſe is 


quite otherwiſe now. A natural curioſity of 
_ examining every thing; and a ſceptical curio- 


, fity of examining the books and doctrines of 

the Bible, and of Chriſtianity, in order to diſ- 
cover any flaws or impoſitions therein, does 
now greatly prevail; and makes it abſolutely 
neceſſary for all good men, and good ſcholars, 


_ eſpecially for Clergymen and Divines, to dif- 


card all pious frauds, and to lay the naked 
truth of every thing clearly before the world. 


Nor indeed does holy Job allow us to ſþeak ſob xiii.7. 


wickedly for God, nor to talk deceitfully for bim: 
nor St. Paul permit us to Yell lies to promote Rom. iii. 


God's Glory; nor, in general; to do evil that 7. 8. 


good may come; but pronounces their damnation 


o be juſt, that do ſo. St. Peter alſo in the Re- ii. 


cognitions of Clement aſſures us, that It was 
„ not lawful for him to lye; nor ought he to 
_ © deceive men, whether an unbeliever might 

© thereby be ſaved, or not ſaved. Which 


precepts and example therefore ought to take 


place among Chriſtians, before any political 
maxims whatſoever. * 


XVII. 


45. 
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XVII. If any ſuſpect that this conſumption 


of the bodies of the. damned by the worm that. 


Jude v. 6. the wicked are reſerved in theſe. chains of darł- 


never dies, and the fire that is not-: quenched, 
may be over in no very long time, and ſeems 
not to come up. to the terrible deſcriptions and 
repreſentations. of what is certainly ale abb 
or a long and laſting puniſhment ;. let them but 
take into their conſideration, the prior account 


of the doleful condition of the ſame incorri- 


gibly wicked are in, during the intire interme- 
diate ſtate in Hades; reaching from death, to 
the day of judgment; in general of many 


hundreds, or ſeveral thouſands of years; in the 


words of the Prophet Eſdras vii. 35. $69—78. 


and they will find little reaſon for ſuch a ſuſpi- 


cion. For beſides that Hell-fire, for which 


eſs, againſt the judgment of the great day, 


„% The wicked ſoul, ſays the Prophet, ſhall. 


not enter into the lightſome habitations; but 


from his death ſhall be bound with thoſe that 


Luke iii. 
28. | 


& ſhall be caſt into judgment. And they ſhall 
“ lament with great grief of heart of ſeven 
«ſeveral ſorts. The frft is that their hearts 


were not obedient to walk in the ways of 
e the moſt High. The ſecond, that they 


* cannot from that time do any good thing, 
** that they may live. The third, that they 
& ſee the reward which goeth to thoſe that 


«© keep the Commandments _ of the moſt 


High.“ [ Or, in our Saviour's own words, 
that are parallel to theſe ; There ſhall be weep= 
ing, and gnaſbing of teeth ; when they ſhall ſee 
Arabam, and ljaac, and Jacob, and all the 


Prophets 


| T0974 
Prophets in the Kingdom of God, and they them- 
ſelves thruſt out.] The fourth fort is, when 
ce they ſee the puniſhment which is prepared 
& for them, and which ſhall overtake them 
ce afterwards. The fifth ſort is, that they per- 
& ceive the places where their ſouls are to be 
& ſtrictly guarded, and ſhut up by the Angels. 
© The /ixth ſort is, that they meit with grief 
&« of heart, becauſe of the fear of the puniſh- 
c ment into which they. ſhall be caſt. The 
ke ſeventh fort, which is more grievous and 
&« greater than what hath been told thee, that 
* they ſhall be overwhelmed with confuſion, 
and remorſe ſhall eat them, and they ſhall 
remain in grief; becauſe of the ſeverity 
& which they 25 when they ſhall behold the 
* greatneſs of the glory of the moſt High: 
e Becauſe they have conſumed their lives in 
& fin before him who ſhall afterward paſs ſen- 
t© tence. upon them, and their inheritance ſhall 
be laſting puniſhment.” « 


* 


La) 


To conclude this head, I ſuppoſe that thoſe 
poſt miſerable and hardened ſinners, that will 
not ſuffer themſelves to be moved by what is ſo 
certain, I-mean the fears of the utter Joſs of that 
happineſs for all ages of ages to come, which 
good men ſhall ki, 1 and which they might 
have themſelves enjoyed alſo, with the long 
and frightful apprehenſions and torments of 
Conſcience ; beſides the moſt terrible and actu- 
al pains of Hell-fire itſelf, ending in utter de- 
ſtruction, by the worm that never dies, and the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched; which a * 

* 0 


Luk. xvi. 


Pol. ia. 


X 
of wickedneſs, unrepented of, will infallibly 
bring them to; and which is in itſelf a moſt 
Juſt and righteous puniſhment due to them ; 
will hardly ever be moved by the ſuppoſal of 
this abſolute, but, to a free reaſoner, perfectly 
incredible, eternal duration of that puniſhment. 
The caſe is much the ſame here, with what 
Abraham truly ſaid to the rich man in Hades, 
concerning his five infidel brethren, F they 
bear not Moſes, and the Prophets, neither will 
they be perſuaded, though one roſe from the dead, 
If they will not be moved with ſuch real and 
juſt terrors of the Lord; theit heafts are as 
hard as the nether milſtone, and are incapable 
of being moved by any ſober and ratiorial ar- 


guments whatſoever. 


As for the ſeveral degrees of purification 
to be gone through, either in this life, oy 
chiefly in Hades, before good men will be made 
intirely meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, or ſufficiently -qualified for the beatifick 

viſion, 1 ſay nothing in particular; becauſe the 
ſacred Books of the Old and New Taſtawenf 
ſay little or notliing in particular about them. 
To be {ſure the long abode of the good in Hades 
or Paradiſe, leaves abundant room for mighty 
improvements of that nature. But — 
the fuller knowledge of the ſeveral purifica- 
tions there, ate 8 for that happy ſtate 


| irſelf, and are not to be directly penetrated 


into before hand. However, he that deſires 
to know how much better that intermediate 
ſtate of good men is than the preſent, need 

. but 
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but read the ſeven Conſolations thereto belong- 
ing in the Prophet Eſdras, vii. 35. which im- 
mediately follow the foregoing account of the 
| ſeven ſorts of grief of the wicked, in the 
ſame intermediate ſtate alſo; tho? the nature of 
this work makes it improper to ſet them down 
here particularly. 
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N order to the perſuading myſelf, and others 
of my brethren, whoſe duty. it 1s to warn 
* men of the ſolemnity of the future judgment; 
| to preach the glorigus hopes of Paradiſe, and 
of Heaven; and the dreadful fears of Hades, 
"= and of Hell to our people: And that in the 
= melt ferious and affecting manner poſſible: 1 ) 
. ah he re produce «the very moving account f 
if #495 64, Flermos gives us, of che dangerous ſtate 
. % many of us of the Clergy are in; and of 
ij 4 | the nec eflity, the abſolute neee there is of 
it | our greater cate an-the diſcharge of our miniſte- 
| rial function for the time to come; in order 
3 | not only to the ſalvation of our people, but our 
8 own eſcaping the torments both of Hades and 
18 of Hell: Which otherwiſe, we, above all other 
men living, ſhall moſt certainly be liable to. 
Siml. ix. His words are theſe: As for what concerns 
| 26. « the ninth mountain, which is deſert, and 
«* full of ſerpents, they are ſuch as have be- 
„ lieved, but had ſtains.. Theſe are ſuch mi- 
* niſters as diſcharge their miniſtry amiſs : Ra- 
0 „ viſhing away the goods of the widows and 
| | 2 faherlcſs ; and fervethemſelves, not others, 
| 
| 


WH & out of thoſe things which they bave receiv- 
—_. ed. Theſe, if they continue in this cove- 
1 | % touſneſs, have delivered themſelves unto 


death: Ner ur there be any hope of life 
for 


141 
* for them. But if they ſhall be converted, 


: and ſhall diſcharge their miniſtry ſincerely, | 


% they may live. To which I ſhall add the 
ſerious exhortations and cautions that &zekiel the 
Prophet gives the ſhepherds of 1/-ael, but as 
cited and applied to the Chriſtian Clergy 1 in the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, ii. 18 
«© Ezekiel ſpeaks thus to thoſe Overſeers who 
© take no care of the people: Wo unto the 
Shepherds of 7/7ae!; tor they have fed them- 
* ſelves: The Shepherds feed not the Sheep, 
* but themſelves. Ye eat the milk: And 
* are clothed with the wool : Ye flay the 
e ſtrong: Ye do not feed the Sheep. The 
weak have ye not ſtrengthened : Neither 
„have ye healed that which was ſick: Nei- 
e ther have ye bound up that which was bro- 
* ken: Neither have ye brought again that 
„ which was driven away: Neither have ye 
„ ſought that which was loſt : But with force 
* and inſult have ye ruled over them, and they 
de were ſcattered, becauſe there was no Shepherd; 
4 and they became meat to all the beaſts of the 
ce field. "4nd again, The Shepherds did not 
« ſearch for my ſheep; and the Shepherds fed 
« themſelves, but they fed not my ſheep. And 
* a little after, Behold I am againſt the Shep- 
de herds; and I will require my ſheep at their 
0 hands; and cauſe them to ceaſe from feed- 
e ing my Sheep. Neither ſhall the Shepherds 
& feed themſelves any more. And I will de- 
« liver my ſheep out of their hands; and they 
ce ſhall not be meat for them. He alſo adds, 
e ſpeaking to the people, Behold, I will judge 


ef OT. ey and * and between rams 
F and 
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„ ie | 
& and rams. Seemed it a ſmall thing unto you 
to have eaten up the good paſture, and to 
te have troden down with your feet the refi- 
«© due of your paſture, and that the ſheep have 
< eaten what was troden down with your feet? 
4 As that ſheep that will not follow its 
e ood ſhepherd is expoſed to the wolves to 
F* its deſtruction; ſo that which follows a 
& bad ſhepherd is alſo expoſed to unavoidable 
& death, ſince his ſnepherd will devour him, 
% gc. But as to other important duties of 4 
us, who are of the Clergy, ſee my Addreſs to / 
the Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Deacons, of theſe 
nations; at the concluſion of my late Account ' of 
Primitive Chriſtian Diſcipline, at large. Which | 
I cannot but again earneſtly recommend to = f 
ſerious conſideration alſo, 


Londa, Nov. : ; 


Witt, WyisFoN, 
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2. Hiſtorical Memoirs of the Life and Writ- 
ings of Samuel Clarke, D. D. the third Edition. 
To which are added, Dr. Sykes and Mr. Emlyn's 
Account of the Life and Sentiments of Dr. 

Clarke. 286d, | 1 


3. Aſtronomical Principles of Religion, natural 

and revealed, eſtabliſhed from the Syſtem of 
the Univerſe, the Laws of Matter and Mo- 
tion, and the Nature and Uſes of the Celeſtial 
Bodies; with practical Inferences therefrom. 
To which is prefixed, a Preface on the Degree 
of Evidence that ought to be expected in Di- 
vine Matters, 2d Edit. 5s bound. 


4. Aſtronomical Lectures read in the publie 
Schools at Cambridge, being an eaſy Introduc- 
tion to that Science: To which are added, Mr. 
Hlamſteed s, Dr. Halley's, Mr. Caſſini's, and Mr. 

Street's Aſtronomical Tables corrected. 5s bd. 


6. The Elements of Euclid, with ſelect Theo- 
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which are added, Practical Corollaries ſhewing 
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13. Sermons and Eſſays on ſeveral Subjects; 
viz. Reaſon and Philoſo phy no Enemies to 
— on the Caſe of the penitent Thel, Sc. 48 
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